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John T. Samples, 95 Cuts First Album
John T. Samples turned 95 on 

January 10. F ive m onths la ter on June 
11, he cut his f irs t album.

The a lbum  w i l l  feature some o f  
h is ow n com positions and w i l l  th is  fa ll 
be released on cassette tape and possi­
b ly  compact disc.

A f te r  h is  re c o rd in g  session, 
Samples’ perform ed at “ T rad itions  o f  
the People,”  a D a llas F o lk  Festival 
sponsored by Docum entary A rts  Inc 
(D A I)  and Da llas M useum  o f  A rt.

The K ilg o re , Texas native may be 
the on ly  m usic ian o f  his k in d  left, 
according to A la n  G ovem ar, pres i­
dent, Dallas D A I, the non-p ro fit arts 
corporation that isproducing Samples’ 
recordings.

Samples was already p ic k in ’ the 
g u ita r and s in g in ’ in  1903, when he 
was five  when the blues o f  the era was 
d iffe re n t from  that o f  today.

H is  o r ig in a l  tun es  in c lu d e  
“ H es ita tin ’ W om an”  about a hesita tin ’ 
wom an w ith  the “ hes ita tin ’ blues” ; 
“ I t ’ s A  Lone ly L ife , L iv in ’ by Y o ’s e f’ ; 
“ Y o u  M ay N ot Be A n  angel, Angels 
A re  Few,”  a line  w h ich  is, “ T i l  The 
Day Comes A lo ng , I ’ l l  S tra in A lo ng  
W ith  Y o u ” ; “ Take M e Back” ; “ Y o u r 
A lw ays T e ll in ’ M e T o  W ait U n til Y ou  
C a ll - I  W a it and W a it and W ait and 
Y ou  D o n ’t  Ever C a ll” ; and “ A fte r  
A w h ile .”

He also sings o ther a rtis ts ’ songs, 
in c lu d in g  “ L a z y  B on es,”  “ A in ’ t 
N obody ’ s Business” ; “ One Day A t A  
T im e ” ; “ O ld  Granpus Is Dead A nd  
L a id  In  H is G rave” ; and “ M y  Daddy 
Was A  Jockey A n d  He Taught M eHow 
T o  R ide.”

S am p les rem em bers  p la y in g  
w ith  some East Texas’ g rea ts-Tom m v 
A u s tin  and Sam N e il. “ I don ’ t  try

to keep up w ith  th is  late music young 
fo lks sing, ’cause I can ’ t sing those 
songs,”  and g iv in g  the im pression 
that he has no desire to learn it. “ 1 
p lay chu rch  song I p lay pop song. 1 
p lay a few  blues,”  the elder Samples 
said

“ I  c o u ld ’ve been famous, but I 
d id n ’ t have no help T h is  is a ta lent the

played g u ita r w h ile  one m an play ed 
bass and another, ukelele. He also 
played fo r dances in  W est and East 
Texas d u rin g  the o il boom  years.

A t h is sm all, qu ie t house in  the 
deep Piney W oods o f  East Texas, i t ’s 
ju s t h im , h is dog Joe Boy, and the o ld  
gu itar.

" I t 's  a  lo n e ly  life , liv in g  by  y o '

B lu es  M a n 's  M u s ic  F i l l s  Lone som e  H o u rs

good L o rd  gave me.”  The blues era 
g radua lly  came to an end, but M r.
Samples refused to put away the gu ita r 
he’d been p lay in g  since age five.

Lo u ie  A rm strong  and A n d y  G r if ­
f in  were fav orites o f M r. Samples." Just 
about a l l m y favo rite  singers have 
gone in .”

The blues man once had his ow n 
A fr ic a n  A m erican  s tr in g  band, “ P o i­
son A n tid o te  and P revention .”  He

self. I  w a lk  fro m  room  to room, s itn  ’ in  
c h a ir  to cha ir.

I f  yo u  eve r been lonely, yo u  know  
exactly  how I  fee l.

I t ’s so lo n e ly  l iv in g  by  y o  's e lf
I t ' s  a lo n e ly  l i fe ,  l i v in g  by  

y o  'self. ”
M r. Samples said he w rote “ L iv ­

in g  B y  Y o ’s e lf ’ because tha t is the 
way he feels.

O n o ther days, the ly rics to  “ M ake

M e D ow n A  Pallet O n The F loor, 
Nobody’ s Business W hat I D o ,A nd I 
L ike  Those S k irts ”  and the sound o f 
the gu ita r r in g  th rough em pty rooms 
w here photos o f  ch ild ren  and grand­
ch ild ren hang on w a lls  and sit on 
tables.

W hen he doesn 't feel like  p ick ing  
the strings, he plays those songs on the 
piano in  the back room  o f  the house 
Sometimes he takes a pencil and pa­
per from  the cabinet to w rite  down a 
few ly rics  that come in to  his head.

A t age 95, “ H e ’s s t ill got it , ”  his 
daughter, Lena Prince o f  T y le r, said 
when she heard her father sing one 
spring lik e  day recently. H is son, John 
Samples, a John T y le r H igh  School 
band d ire c to r  w h o  in h e r ite d  h is  
fa ther’ s m usical talent, said h is in he r­
itance is w hat makes h im  most proud

Besides be ing a gu ita ris t, M r  
Samples had another dream. The 
K ilgo re  native wanted to be a doctor 
Because he d id n ’ t  f in is h  college, he 
worked fo r more than 40 years d e liv ­
ering  m edicine at K ilg o re ’ sLonghom  
D rug u n til he retired at 84. B u t re tir­
in g  from  his m usic w i l l  never happen, 
he said. “ I ’ m  go ing to p lay ‘ t i l  I get so 
o ld  I  can ’ t  see m y strings,”  he said. 
“ Then, I ’m  going to keep laying. T ha t’ s 
m y jo y .”

T o  young A frican -A m erican  men, 
M r. Samples says to w o rk  hard and 
obey the law. “ T reat everybody w ith  
courtesy. L ive  the best you can, and 
the best w i l l  come back to you.”

He hasn’t  pu t that advice in to  
song ly rics  ju s t yet. M aybe one o f  these 
days w h ile  ro c k in g  on h is  fro n t 
porch, th is  liv in g  legend w i l l  w rite  a 
song tha t w i l l  he lp change Am erica. 
He said that w i l l  make h im  proud.

oE

c

[N ote F rom  E nte rta iner E d ito r, T ony  
W ashington: T here ’ s anew  k id  on the 
B lo ck , “ Joe” . A t  age twenty-one his 
m usic is soclean, so pure, i t ’ s go ing  to 
attrac t a lo t o f  attention.

B o m  in C o lum bus, G eorgia, he 
developed his sing ing at his fa the r’ s

church. W h ile  w o rk in g  fo r  a tee-sh irt 
shop in C olum bus he decided to get a 
one w ay ticket to N ew  Jersey, w ith  a 
friend, Ise W illia m s  w ho  in troduced 
h im  to M ich e lle  W illia m s . They took 
a dem o to D av id  M cPherson o f  M e r­
cury  Records, Then boom ! I t  was on 
from  there.

N ine o f  the eleven cuts were p ro ­
duced by Joe, the other tw o  were p ro ­
duced by Dave (Jam m ) H a ll. He was 
the one w ho wrote fo r  (M a ry  J. B lye ). 
Joe is a very g ifted  artis t and one that 
d e fin ite ly  has a great fu tu re  ahead. A  
rea lly m ild , low-keyed brother, he rep­
resents what young A fro  Am ericans 
should be abouL Check it  out! H is a l­
bum is slammin!

A  special thanks to Wayne Edwards 
National Pub lic ity  D irector M ercury 
Records.
Look for Joe on tour with Toney, Tom, 
Tone.

SCHOOLS OUT
Watch Out For 
C H IL D R E N

Mt. Hood Jazz 
Festival

S yb il has a wav o f  tak in g  songs concrete. W hen it  came tim e  to go to 
and shaping them to  her one-o f-a - college, I chose to be a speech and 
k in d  sty le ...to  S ybilize them . theater arts m ajor w ith  a m in o r in

In  S yb iliza tion , her th ird  a lbum  broadcasting ”  
on N ext Plateau records, (and her f irs t  A fte r  g raduation, Sybil became a 
since her w o rld -w ide  TOP 20 pop h it  m agaz ine  e d ito r and proofreader. 
“ D o n ’ t M ake M e Ov e r,”  and her TO P
30 pop h it “ W a lk  O n B y” ), S yb il 
con firm s her place am ong the un ique  
R & B  singers today.

H er f irs t album . Le t Y o u rs e lf Go, 
in troduced her to the w o rld  as dance 
d iva, spawning the B rit is h  h it  “ M y 
Love Is Guaranteed.”  Sybil, O ve r,”  j 
the d r iv in g  funk o f  “ Crazy 4 Y o u ,”  
fea tu ring  labelmates Salt-N-Pepa, and 
the sou lfu l “ L iv  ing  fo r  the M o m e n t.”

S yb iliza tion  features “ O pen U p 
The D oor,”  a s tir r in g  deep house track 
w h ich  S ybil co-wTOte, “ M ake I t  Easy 
O n M e ,”  a lush R & B /p op  tune p ro ­
duced by Stock/A itken/W aterm an, and 
the “ Le t I t  R a in”  Suite, a tr ip le  dose o f  
rom antic  ballads.

Sybil grew up in  Patterson, NJ in  
a very trad ition a l fa m ily . School con­
sumed most o f  her tim e, and s in g in g  
was an ex tracu rricu la r ac tiv ity .

“ I used to sing in  C hurch , and I 
was in  a num ber o f  school p lays,”
S ybil says. “ B u t I was p ragm atic .
People w ou ld  always say to me, “ Y ou  
can sing. Y ou should develop you r 
ta lent, but I wanted som eth ing more

S ing ing  was her weekend hobby’ she 
sang in  a jazz, band led by CeCe Rogers, 
now  w ith  A tla n tic  Records. Sybil re ­
ca lls the n igh t a fr ie n d  to ld  her about 
a producer, James B ratton, w ho was 
lo ok in g  fo r a singer.

Syb il’s style o f  music is similar to Patti LaBelle

“ I he m m ed  an d  h a w d , b u t 
eventually my fr ien d  ta lked me in to  
go ing down fo r an aud ition . James 
liked  my w ork, and a m on th  la ter 
‘ F a llin g  In  Love ’ was done.”  Next 
Plateau released the track and it  qu ick ly  
became a club and urban rad io favo r­
ite. “ A fte r that” , Sybil says, “ we ju s t 
kept ro llin g , and w hen “ D o n ’ t M ake 
M e  O ver”  h it, I knew  a ll the hard was 
w o rth  it.

The blend in  her m usic - fabulous 
melodies, soulfu l, d is tinc tive  vocals, 
m odem  rhythm s and p roduction  tech­
niques - make Sybil a un ique and solid 
voice in  today’s music.

[Note from  E nte rta inm ent E d i­
tor, Tony W ashington A ltho ug h  she 
is ju s t do ing p rom otiona l tours now, 
S yb il is back. T a lk in g  w ith  her about 
her newest release there was no th ing 
but positive th ings happening fo r  her 
I  had the oppo rtun ity  to ta lk  to her 
about life  and thanks to  Beverly Paige, 
N a tiona l D irec to r o fP o lyg ram  records 
I receiveda very cheerful warm hearted 
story from  her. S yb il’ s style o f  music 
is s im ila r to her ido l, Patti LaBelle.

H av ing  her ow n style, o f  course, 
and a very love ly  voice. Sybil is a 
enterta iner who loves the real out­
doors I t ’ s funny, I lik e  the outdoors 
too. I had a chance to ta lk  to an 
enterta iner on the serious T ip ! J

Jazz legends o ld  and new w i l l  popu­
late the 12th annual M l  Hood fes tiva l 
o f  Jazz, opening a three-day engage­
m ent w ith  a blue show o f  F riday, 
A ugust 6, and con tinu ing  Saturday 
and Sunday outdoors at M t. Hood 
C om m unity  College.

H ead lin ing  the Saturday, August 
7, show w i l l  be noted saxophonist 
B ran ford  M arsalis, whose set comes 
a fte r performances by T.S. M onk and 
B raz ilia n  p ian is t E lian o  E lias, T.S. 
M on k  is the drum m er son o f  the late 
Thelon ious M onk.

Sunday, August 8, w il l see the 
evening show opened by legendary 
tenor saxist Sonny R o llins . He w i l l  be 
fo llow e d  by the Count Basie Band 
under the d irec tion  o f  Frank Foster 
and fea tu ring  P ortland saxophonist 
K enny H ing .
C los ing the Sunday show w i l l  be b r il-  
lian t g u ita ris t George Benson, whose 
vocals and gu ita r w ork  w i l l  be w ith  the 
Basie orchestra.

O thers D laving the 1993 M t. Hood

Festival o f  Jazz on Saturday are Tom  
Scott, M ark  M u rp h y , the R ipp ingtons, 
C urtis  Salgado and the A r t  Abram s 
S w ing M achine.

Sunday’s perform ance w i l l  also 
feature Joe Sample, A rtu ro  Sandoval, 
Manhattan Transfer and theF ive B lind  
Boys o f  A labam a. The Friday N ig h t 
B lues Event headlines R obert Cray, 
A lb e rt C o llin s , A .J. C roce and the 
D ir ty  Dozen Brass Band o f  New  O r­
leans.

Loca l talent in  the fo rm  o f  the 
DePriest/Scroggins Band w i l l  perform  
at noon Sunday on the Festiva l (side) 
stage, where M argo T u fo  sings F riday 
n igh t and Bob James and Pin &  the 
H o m -its  and C lenden in &  K o t p lay 
Saturday. The R iverboa t Jazz Band 
also plays Sunday.

T ickets to the 1993 M t. H ood Fes­
t iv a l o f  Jazz are $25 general adm is­
sion, plus service charge, ava ilab le  at 
a ll G .I. Joe’ s T icketm aster box o f ­
fices. Phone 224-4400. Festiva l in fo r ­
m ation is ava ilab le  at 666-3810.
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Poetic Justice
T h e  A ca d e m y  A w a rd  N o m i­

na ted  Joh n  S in g le ton  New M o v ie , 
A n d  J a n e t Ja ckso n ’ s F ilm  D e bu t, 
W ith  P oe try  B y M a y a  A nge lou , C e l­
e b ra te d  W ith  B eh ind-T he-S cenes 
B o o k  ( In c lu d in g  A  fo re w o rd  B y  
S p ik e  Lee).

P oe tic  Jus tice 's  book Release 
T im e d  T o  C o inc ide  W ith  C o lu m b ia  
P ic tu re s ’ M a jo r  M o tio n  P ic tu re . 
A  S e lection  o f  Q u a lity  P a p e rb a ck  
B oo k  C lu b .

John S ing le ton ’ s f i lm  d ire c tin g  
debut “ Boyz N  the H ood”  was one o f  
H o lly w o o d ’s true success stories A t 
age twenty -four. Si ng lcton became the 
youngest film m a ke r and the on ly  A f ­
r ican  A m erican  to be nom inated fo r 
Best D ire c to r and Best Screenplay by 
the Academ y o f  M o tio n  P ictures A rts  
<& Sciences One year a fter “ Boyz N  
the H o o d ’ s c r it ic a l acc la im  John 
S ing le ton returns w ith  his new m ovie  
“ Poetic Justice ”  A nd  Delta Books 
p roud ly  releases Poetic Justice F ilm - 
m ak ing  South C entra l Style (Ju ly  7,
1993/$ 12.95) an indepth bch in d -thc -

scencs look at not on ly  the f ilm m a k ­
in g  process, but the process o f  young 

A frican  Americans succcedingagainst 
very' d iff ic u lt  odds

W ritten  by John S ingleton and 
Veronica Chambers, Senior Associ­
ate E d ito r at Premiere m agazine and 
one o f  G lam our’ s Top Ten College 
W om en (1990). “ Poetic Justice”  in ­
cludes the poetry o f  M aya Angelou, 
whose best-selling works have been 
re-discovered fo llo w in g  her s tirr in g  
reading at President C lin to n ’s Inau­
guration. and marks the f i lm  debut o f  
Janet Jackson, whose new album  on 
V irg in  Records is jus t be ing released

“ Poetic Justice”  is a story o f  an 
asp ir in g  ha irdresser Justice (Janet 
Jackson) w ho waxes poetic in  her 
spare  t im e  D e s p ite  n u m e ro u s  
obstacles.Justice makes som eth ing o f 
h c rs c lf- l ik c  the young man in “ Boyz 
N the Hood.”  she is a su rv ivo r As 
ha rd -h itting  as John S ing le ton 's  de­
but f ilm . "P oetic Justice" is also ro­
m antic. funny, and u ltim a te ly  insp ira ­
tiona l

Poetic Justice: F ilm m a k in g  South 
Centra l Sty le is V eron ica  Cham bers’ 
v ie w  on life  on the set w ith  John 
S ingleton B eh ind the scenes on a 
m ajor m otion  p ic tu re  set. the casting 
process, scoring the m ovie, character 
d e ve lo p m e n t, an d  w o rk in g  w ith  
production  crew and m ajor studio; 
every aspect o f  f ilm m a k in g  iscovercd 
from  a professional in s ide r’ s po in t o f  
view.

Poetic Just ice also includes a chap­
ter on M aya A ngelou, whose w ork  is 
used throughout the m ovie to repre­
sent that o f  the hero ine 's , and w ho has 
a feature role as Justice 's aunt

M ost im p o rtan tly . Poetic Justice 
te lls ,lie  story o f  John S in g le ,on 'sow n  
surv iva l in  the "hood  ”  S ingleton talks 
candidly about h is  own journey from  
South Centra l Los Angeles to H o lly ­
wood. and about h is ow n ex trao rd i­
nary rise th rough H o llyw oo d 's  ranks

John S ing le ton is the w r ite r  and 
d irec to r o f  “ Boy z N  the Hood”  and 
“ Poetic Justice.”  He lives in  Los A n ­
geles

Celebrate
Diversity

M U S I C
M IL L E N N IU M

32nd & E. BURNSIDE 
231-8926

23rd & NW JOHNSON 
248-0163

f\ TASTE OF PORTLAND

•  22 Restaurants •  76 Music Acts 
•2 2  Wineries •  Free Admission!

A ll proceeds benefit: 
(Suggested S1 Donation) ( Ik /o tfW b  m

S p o n so red  B y: The Oregonian A&E, 1190 KEX, K0IN-TV6, Budweiser, 
Seagram's Coolers, Darigold, Millstone Coffee, American West Airlines


