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N orman  S  y l v e s t e r

f  f a  t & t r t r o f a  G n Ä

BY DAN BELL
Born in  Bon ita , Louis iana, long 

t im e  P o rt la n d  re s id e n t N o rm a n  
Sy Ivcster b rings to the stage an e xc it­
ing  and sou lfu l presence. P laying what 
has been te rm ed  “ o r ig in a l N .W . 
B lues.”  Sylvester and com pany have 
been p lay in g  pro fessiona lly  in  the 
Portland area since 1985.

Sylvester’ s m usica l odyssey be­
gan in 1957 when his parents bought 
h im  an $11.50 acoustic gu ita r, they 
to ld  h im  when he learned three songs 
they w ou ld  buy h im  an e lec tric  gu itar.

A  sc h o o l m a te  a t J e ffe rs o n  
h igh  school taught h im  the three songs 
and m ore T h a t school m ate was 
Isaac Scott now a w e ll know n Blues 
m usic ian in  his ow n r ig h t l iv in g  in  

Seattle.
Sylvester ga in fu rthe r experience 

p la y in g  fo r the F a ith  T abernac le  
C hurch o f  God in  C h ris t band, p lay ing  
w ith  D anny Osborne and his friend  
and m ento r Isaac Scott.

W hen Sylverster graduated from  
H ig h  school his parents bought tha t 
e lectric  g u ita r they had prom ised h im  

tw o years earlier.
A f te r  h ig h  schoo l he looked  

fo r perm anent em ploym ent, ge tting  
m arried  in  1965. In  the fa ll o f  the 
same yea r he a ttended  a B ud dy  
G uy concert at Reed co llege. He 
got a chance to ta lk  to Buddy back 
stage and w h ile  ta lk in g  to h im  he was 
surprised when B uddy ask h im  to play 

h a couple o f  songs before he came on.
T h is  was his f irs t taste o f  pe rfo rm in g  

» fo r a B lues audience. Sylvester says 
from  that m om ent on he was a B lues 

Junkie
In  1968 S ylvesterobta ined steady 

em ploym ent at P I E. a loca l tru ck in g  
firm . He was to  stay w ith  them  22 
years u n til they collapsed from  a suc­
cession o f  leverage buy-outs.

D u r in g  th is  tim e m usic became 
more o f  a hobby fo r  Sylvester. H o w ­
ever in  1985 he became acutely aware 
a fte r the firs , sale o f  P .l.E . that his 
live lih o o d  was in  jeopardy So he fe ll 
back on the on ly  o ther th in g  he rea lly  

knew  - music.
P .l.E . f in a lly  collapsed in  1990 

w hen the th ird  and fin a l owner l iq u i­

dated a ll th e ir assets.
Between 1985 and 1990 Sylvester 

created a production  com pany called 
Boogie Cat P roductions, and recorded 
at cassette a lbum  on his ow n label. A n  
in d ica to r o f  h is business savvy is that 
he m arkets h is cassettes v ia  cata log to 
Europe where i t  is w e ll received. Y ou  
can also p ick  h is cassette up at Locals 
on ly . M us ic  M ille n n iu m , and at the 
bandstand w hen he perform s

H is rise on the loca l m usic scene 
has meteoric. S ta rting  in  1985 he 
opened for James Cotton By the 1986’s 
Rose Festival he had incorporated his 
own o r ig in a l m usic in to  the bands 

repertoire.
A  m ajor break come when he 

opened fo r B  B. K in g  and received 
favorable press from  the O regonian in 

1987.
A fte r th is  perform ance and con­

sequent review he was th rust in to  a 
h igher degree o f  exposure and the 

demand fo r h is w o rk  became greater

Sylvester is s t il l in  dem and and 
has w orked in  W ashington, and C a li­
fo rn ia , as w e ll as th rough out O regon

H is style is un ique, he ’s de fin ite ly  
not an im ita to r, he does h is  ow n 
th ing . H e isbackcdby  a seasoned band 
w ho rea lly get down: They are; Frankie 
Redding; keyboard, P atrick Lam b, 
reed and brass N ic k  C h ris tm a s , 
drum s; Lenanne Sylvester, featured 
voca lis t; and Rob Shoemaker, bass.

In  a w o rd  you c a ll N o rm a n  
Sylvester’ s m usic sou lfu l and stra ight 

ahead blues
Sylvester w i l l  produce the music 

po rtion  o f  W ha t's  Good For The  Hood 
M u lt i C u ltu ra l Festival at the Ho ly 
Redeemer Area School campus, to be 
he ld outside H o ly Redeemer is lo ­
cated at 127 N. Portland B lvd . T h is 
event w i l l  be held on F riday July 9 
from  5-9 p.m . and Saturday July 10 

from  12-9 p.m
For fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n  ca ll 283- 

5197.
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“ Versa tility  has always been w hat 
I ’ m about and on th is  a lbum  I had the 
chance to rea lly  stretch out and try a 
lo t o f  d iffe ren t approaches ”

So says George Benson on the 
subject o f  h is  e x tra o rd in a ry  new 
W arner Bros Records release. Love 
Remembers G eorge’ s gu ita r, vocal 
and son gw riting  style has, over the 
course o f a p ioneering  three-decade 
career, e ffortlessly bridged the gap 
between pop, jazz, and soul. Now , on 
the dozen dazz ling  tracks o f  Love 
Remembers, he b rings them  a ll to ­
gether fo r a sumptuous s ty lis tic  feast.

"Jazz fans know one part o f  my 
w ork, pop and R & B  fans know  o th ­
ers,”  he exp la ins " I  wanted to b rin g  
them  a ll together.”

“ Jazz fans know one part o f  my 
w ork , pop and R & B  fans know  o th ­
ers,”  he expla ins. " I  wanted to b r in g  

them  a ll together.”
Recorded in  New  Y o rk , the Love 

Remembers sessions likew ise  ca lled 
together a diverse lis t o f  supporting  
ta lent Aside from  George h im se lf, 
producers included the renowned Bob 
Jam es, S te w a rt L e v in e ,  D a v id  
Gamson, m ixm aste r Gary’ Henry and 
others. Supporting m usicians read like  
a W h o ’s W ho o f  m odern m usic: bass­
ists Abe Laborie l and N athan East, 
saxophonist K irk  W ha lum , flau tis t 
Hubert Laws, key boardist R ichard Tee, 
gu ita ris t W ah W ah Watson.

drum m ers Harvey M ason and 
John Robertson, trum pet play cr Chuck 

F ind ley., .the lis t, as they say, goes on 
But there was one guest a rtis t 

George was especially proud to play 
w ith  "M y  son Steven Benson Hue. 
played some o f  the keyboards, d id  
some program m ing  and co-w rote the 
track “ Come In to  My W orld . George 
beams “ W e ’ve actually been w o rk ­
ing  together fo r years, but th is  is the 
firs t lim e w e ’ve ever actually put some­
th in g  down. I hope we can do a lo t 

more together.”
The result o f  th is  very special m ix  

o f talent, song and musical sty les stands 
as one o f  the most accom plished and 
accessible album s o f  George Benson s 

rem arkable career.
“ The idea fo r th is  a lbum  came to 

inc after 1 fin ished w o rk ing  w ith  the 
Count Basic O rchestra,”  exp la ins the 
m u lti G ram m y-w inn ing  m usic ian and 

composer. “ G etting  in  touch w ith  my

jazz roots helped me to see more clearly 
ju s t how my m usic had branched out 
over the years I wanted to have the 
opportunity to b rin g a ll those differents 
facets in to  one album .”

The Benson-Basie pro ject was. o f 
course. B ig  Boss Band, the c r it ic a lly  
a cc la im e d  c o lla b o ra tio n  betw een 
George and the Count Basie Orches­
tra, released in  late 1990 and fo llowed 
by a head lin ing  tour o f  Japan in  the 
sum m er o f 1991 “ It was one o f  the 
great th r il ls  o f my life ,”  George en­
thuses. “ To share the stage w ith  a 
band o f that caliber was lik e  no th ing  
I 'd  ever been a part o f  before It was 
perfect.”  Perfect, too. was the music 
created by George and his ow n back­
in g  ensemble on a subsequent tour, 
tha t included an appearance at the 
M on treux Jazz Festival w ith  the leg­
endary Quincy Jones and famed ar­M u s ic

Yin Cheng Zong - Pianist

range Frank Foster. “ I d recorded w ith  
Q uincy fo r his Back O n The b lock 
a lbum ,”  exp la ins George, “ and F rank 
Foster, w ho was a key part o f  the B ig  
Boss Band project W ork in g  w ith  them 
both also helped me to understand the 
varie ty  and s ty lis tic  spread o f m y 

m usic ”
11 w as a c reati ve st rategy tha t bore 

f ru it  on Love Remembers, a pro ject 
that has taken up most o f h is a tten tion  
over the course o f  the past tw o  years

From  the sheer beauty o f  such 
ballads as’ L o v in ’ On B orrow edT im e”  
and “ Love O f M y  L ife ,”  to such 
standout tracks as “ I ' l l  Be Good To 
Y ou .”  “ Come In to  M y W o rld ”  and a 
remake o f  the Jackson classic “ G ot To 
Be There .”  Love Remembers is a w o rk  
that reveals the many sides o f  George 
Benson, creating, in  the process, one 
un forgettab le  whole.
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1 he T h irtee n th  A nnua l Yachats 
M us ic  Festival w i l l  take place July 8 - 
11 al Yachats, Oregon. The F es tiva l’ s 
fo u n d c r/d ire c to r. D r. W . H aza iah 
W illia m s , began the Yachats M us ic  
Festival in  1981 He is also the founder 
and current d irec to r o f  the F es tiva l’ s 
sponsor. Todav ’s A rtis ts  Concerts, the 
in te rn a tio n a l concert o rg a n iza tio n  
based in  San Francisco and Berkeley, 
C a lifo rn ia  M us ic  Festiva l concerts 
are scheduled at the Yachats C om m u­
n ity  Presbyterian C hurch at 8:00 PM  
Fridav, July 9; Saturday . July 10; and 
Sunday, July 11; and at 3:00 P M  on 

Sunday.
Each evening features a varied  

program  presenting an array o f  A rt-  
ists-in-Rcsidencc The fo llo w in g  is a 
sample o f  sonic o f  the concert o ffe r­

ings.
F riday evening opens w ith  The 

Russian orchestra and v io lin  soloists 
E lw y n  A d a m s  an d  P ie r re  
D ’ A ichainbeau in  V iv a ld i’s “ W in ­
ter”  and “ S pring”  from  The Four Sea­
sons T h e cve n in g w ill h igh lig h t works 
re la ting  to the theme o f  The Seasons 
w ith  B e r lio z ’ Lc N u it d ’ Etc (Sum m er 
N igh ts ) and sections from

Tchaikovsky ’ s p iano w o rk  The 
Seasons The evening w i l l  also feature 
e x c e rp ts  f ro m  se ve ra l m a jo r  
com poser’ s reperto ire such as Bach. 
Debussy. Schubert and L isz t

Saturday evening features a po r­
tion  o f  l-i.xzt s p iano transcrip tion  o f  

B e r lio z ’ H arq ld  in  Inlay and the fa­
mous “ B arcaro lle”  o fO ffcnbach  A lso  
featured w i l l  be songs bv Ravel, and 
w orks b ' Havdn and C hop in

S u n d a y  a f te rn o o n ,  e n t i t le d  
“ Am ericana et. a l.”  w i l l  feature A m e ri­
can and Eng lish-language M usic  w ith  
the w orks o f  W ill ia m  G rant S till.  Ives, 
M acD ow e ll. G o ttscha lk. E llig n lo n , 
and some contem porary composers. 
A lso  featured w i l l  be nm -o f-the -ccn - 

tury re lig ious  songs.
Sunday cveni ng w il 1 fcatu re works 

by M oza rt, in c lu d in g  sonic Serenades 
by The Russian O rchestra, an aria by 
Abraham  L ind-O qucndoand a Rondao 
played by v io lin is t  E lw yn  Adams. 
M ezzo Soprano E lv ira  Green w i l l  be 
jo in e d  by v io lis t K enneth Edwards 
and p ian is t D enn is H e lm ir ic h  in  part 
o f  B rahm s’ Op. 91 P ianist Y in  Chcng-

Veronica Tyler - Soprano

Zong w i l l  p lay  C h o p in ’ s Andante 
Spianato and G rand Polonaise

In  a dd ition  to the above concerts. 
Festival Patrons w i l l  enjoy a private 
A rtis ts ’ Pre-Festival Conccrt/Rccep- 
tion  on Thursday evening, and day­
tim e Festival ac tiv ities  w h ich  include 
lecture-dem onstrations, open rehears­
als and m usic appreciation seminars 

R em ain ing  in d iv id u a l tickets are 
now av a ilab le  fo r a ll ev en ing  concerts 
and fo r Sunday a fte rnoon ’ s concert. 
T ickets can be purchased at the Adobe 
Resort M o te l (503) 547-3141, at the 
Fireside M o te l (503) 547-3636, or at 
the New M o rn in g  Coffeehouse (503) 

527-3622.

$5°° Off on Mondays

3609  NE M a rt in  Lu the r K ing, Jr. B lvd  • P ortland , O re g o n  9721 1

SCHOOLS OUT

Artists per rming during the 
four-day program are:

E lw yn  Adam s, V io lin is t 
W ill ia m  Duncan A llen , P ianist 
James Barbagallo, P ianist 
F rancis Bcbey,

A fr ic a n  G u ita ris t/C om poscr 
Sushecl Bibbs. Soprano 
W ill ia m  Brow n. Tenor 
K am ala Cesar Buckner. Dancer 
Thom as Buckner. Baritone 
Pierre C ’ A rcham bcau, V io lin s it  
Kenneth Edwards. V io lis t 
R ichard Fields. P ianist 
A lpha  Floyd. Soprano 
Eugene Gash, P ianist 
E lv ira  Green, M ezzo Soprano 
D enn is H c lm rich . P ianist 
K enn H icks, Tenor 
H aro ld  Jones. F lu tis t

Joseph Kubbera, P ianist
Rafael Lcvron , B aritone
A braham  Lind-O quendo. Baritone 
Ilya M a rinez , Soprano 
Ben jam in  M atthews. Bass-Baritone 
M atthew  Owens, C e llis t 
D avid  S igal. P ianist 
Jeanne S tark-Iochm ans. P ianist 
Jean-Louis S lcucrinan. P ianist 
Lo rc ic  Stevens. Soprano 
Veronica T y le r. Soprano 
W ill ia m  W arfie ld , Bass-Baritone 
Jue Yao. V io lin is t 
Y in  C hcng-Zong. P ianist 
The Russian Orchestra 
A lexander Vcreshangin ,

M usic  D ire c to r and Conductor 
Yelena L ip il in a . Orchestra M anager

am .............r  w ’ ;  w  ; î

Watch Out For
C H IL D R E N

Fans o f  the Square’ s M onday- 
n ig h t ja zz  scries, “ Starbucks by S tar­
lig h t ,"  can get a sneak p review  o f  each 
concert by lis te n in g  to K M H D  Fm  

89.1
A t 3pm on the Friday before each 

concert, K M H D  m usical d irec to r G reg 
G om ez w i l l  conduct a liv e  in te rv ie w  
w ith  that week’ s featured m usic ian  
and w i l l  play selected record ings by 

the m usicians
The in te rv iew s are designed to 

expand the p u b lic 's  aw areness bo th  o f  
ja zz  in  a ll its va ria tions  and the very 
talented ja zz  a rtis t on th is  year’ s con­

cert roster
Inters iews scheduled in  July are: 

July 3, A ly ssa Schwary. July 9, G reg 
M cKelvey o f the W ilso n  H ig h  School 
“ Green M ach in e ”  B id  Band. Ju ly 16, 
Obo Addy and Jancic Scorggins, and 
on July 23, C h ris  Parker "S tarbucks 
by S ta rlig h t" is  sponsored by W i l ­
lam ette W eek S tarbucks Coffee and 

K M H D
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M U S IC
M ILLE N N IU M

32nd & E. BURNSIDE 
2 3 1 -8 9 2 6

23rd & NW JOHNSON 
2 4 8 -0 1 6 3

90.7 FM PO RTLAND

1968 25 YEARS OF COMMUNITY RADIO 1993
CHECK OUT T H E  M O ST EC LE C TIC  PROGRAMS ON Y O U R  D IA L:

Folk*Blues»Jazz»Bluegrass»Soul»Reggae»Latin»Pubfic Affairs»
Women s Progmmm,ng«Local Music «ClasscahWortd Music«AltemaUveRock« 

Spintual«Alncan«Spoken Arts’ Live Even! Coverage’ Live Music«
New Music«ln1erviews«And much, much moie-Tune In*

For a FR EE Program Guide o f listings and in fo rm a tio n  
C a». (503) 231  8 0 3 2
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W IN N E R  -Portland Music Association Crystal Award 1992- 
O U T S T A N D IN G  R A D IO  S T A T IO N


