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Les McCann To Be Featured 
Artist At Jazz Festival

I M r t l A K H I M

Les McCann

Les M cC ann w il l  be the featured 
ja z z  a rtis t am ong others at the Cathe
d ra l Park Jazz Festival on July 18th at 
6pm .

Les M cC ann  was bo rn  in  L e x in g 
ton, K en tucky  where he was raised 
on the ric h  sounds o f  the B ap tis t 
Church. T ak in g  the advice o f a teacher 
w ho to ld  h im  “ I f  you w ant to be 
somebody, y o u ’ l l  have to get out o f  
Le x in g to n ,”  Les jo in e d  the N avy at 
age seventeen to try  out fo r  the N avy 
School o f  M us ic . “ B ut I d id n ’ t know  
how to read m usic,”  he says, “ 1 cou ldn ’ t 
even fake it .  I was m a rc h in g  in  
fo rm a tio n  one day and as I passed the 
P X  I h e a rd  th is  m u s ic . I t  w as 
E rro ll G arne r p la y in g  ‘ L u lla b y  o f  
B ird la n d ,’ and I got so e x c ite d -I’d 
never heard any th ing  lik e  i t —I stepped 
out o f  fo rm a tio n , w a lked r ig h t in to  
the place, and go t in to  a w ho le  lo t o f

trouble. But I knew w hat i t  was that 
I wanted to do It was fro m  that 
po in t on I started p lay in g  seriously.”  
A  lady o ffice r then p rov ided  h im  
w ith  a place to p rac tice  h is  new 
love, piano, and eventua lly  he entered 
the A l l  N avy T a lent Show. “ It  was 
the Navy and the A rm y , the whole 
m ilita ry  com peting. W e a ll got to go 
on the Ed S ulivan Show. A n d  I won 
i t ! ”

W h i lc  at tend i ng Los A  ngeles C ity 
College Les helped to create the ja zz  
coffeehouse c irc u it and before long 
his reputation attracted the likes o f 
M ile s  D avis and C annonba ll Adderly . 
T h is  new piano p layer was b e g inn ing  
to revo lu tion ize  jazz. Les’ m usic can
not be easily categorized in to  any single 
type since over the years he has ‘ fused’ 
so m any d iffe re n t form s o f  m usic in to  
h is  ow n style. “ Just w hen you th in k  
you ’ve hca rd  it  a ll,” he says. “ I ’m  gonna 
surprise you again. T h e re ’ s always 
m ore Les.”  H is reco rd ing o f  ‘ C om 
pared to W h a t’ in troduced m any rock 
lovers to a fo rm  o f  m usic they had 
never heard as w e ll as b r in g in g  ‘ja z z ’ 
fo llow ers  in to  a new m usic they never 
though t they w ou ld  like . For th is  rea
son, Les has been ca lled  the ‘ Father o f  
F us ion .’

Les D iscovered Roberta F lack 
s ing ing  in  a c lub in  W ashing ton, D  C. 
and recorded and produced her f irs t 
a lbum  w h ich  included “ The F irs t T im e 
E ver I Saw Y o u r Face. ’ D e term ined to 
he lp new talent, Les also co-produced 
Lou  R aw ls ’ f irs t album .

Les was the f irs t m us ic ian  ever to 
teach at H arvard in  the le a rn ing  From  
P erfo rm ers program . He has had,

m any accla im ed European tours. In  
1970 he w ent to A fr ic a  w ith  Ike &  
T ina  T urne r, W ilson  P ickett, Santana, 
Roberta F lack, and others. Les na r
rated the f i lm  Soul to S ou l’ w h ich  
was made as a result o f  tha t tour.

Les M cC ann is a m an o f  many 
talents. He is an accom plished pho
tographer whose photographs have 
appeared on several a lbum  covers as 
w e ll as top rated T V  shows such as 
“ The Steve A lle n  S how ,’ ‘The  M ik e  
Douglas S how ’ and ‘The B i l l  Cosby 
S pecia l.’ H is love o f  life  and people 
has made h im  a popu la r guest on ta lk  
shows where his qu ick  w it  and earthy 
hum or are as s tim u la tin g  as h is music. 
He is also an accom plished pa in te r 
w ho has recently had sev eral one man 
exh ib itions .

The o n ly  constant in  his m usic is 
Les’ ever-changing controversial style, 
w h ich  is always new and fu l l  o f  sur
prises. D iverse exam ples are ‘ C om 
pared to W h a t’ on the best se lling  
‘ L ive  at M on tre au ’ a lburn w ith  Eddie 
H arris , ‘ Love rs ’ on h is ‘ In v ita tio n  to 
Openness’ a lbum , a haun ting  free
fo rm  expression; ‘ Bat Y a m ’ insp ired 
by a recent tou r in  Israel and inc luded 
in  th is  a lbum , ‘ Les M cC a n n ’ s M us ic  
B o x .’ Les’ latest release, B u tte r f ly , ’ 
is an a lbum  show ing yet a d iffe re n t 
facet o f  the artis t. “ M y  m usic is in 
spired by m y fa ith  in  people—people 
chang ing  fo r the bette r.”

Les w i l l  con tinue to change but 
h is m usic w i l l  a lways be f il le d  w ith  the 
m agic o f  h is p lay ing , w ith  the w a rm th  
o f  h is voice, and always the richness o f  
h is  soul. H is m usic grabs you, hugs 
you, and makes you feel good a ll over!
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M l’SICALLY AND 
EMOTIONALLY!*

Gene Siskel SISKEL & EBERT
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What’s love 
got to do with it

The true life story o f Tina Turner

Peter Travers 
ROLLING STONE
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Now Showing At These Theatres

M U S I C
M I L L E N N I U M

32nd & E. BURNSIDE 
231-8926

I 23rd & NW JOHNSON 
248-0163

Concerts At The Zoo
Concerts at the Zoo are presented 

in  cooperation w ith  O regon Pub lic 
Broadcasting. The popu lar Y o u r Zoo 
A n d  A l l  T ha t Jazz series, continues 
W ednesday evenings th rough  August 
18.

The R hythm  and Zoo scries, con
tinues T hursday evenings th rough  
A ugust 19.

Concerts begin at 7pm. Plan d in 
ner at the zoo-pizza o r barbecued 
ch icken  kabobos Food proceeds go 
d ire c tly  to the zoo A lco ho l consum p
tio n  is restricted to tha t purchased on 
zoo grounds A  free shuttle nm s be
tween the zoo and the Sylvan Business 
D is tr ic t, where ove rflow  pa rk ing  is 
ava ilable.
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Fourth of July Concert 
st ra te ?

Pack a Picnic and Come Enjoy a 
Free Concert at

Laurelhurst Park, SE 35th & Oak 
Sunday, July 4, 6:00pm ¿ I

The Granite Youth Symphony Orchestra, 
a 90-member band from 

Salt Lake City public high schools, 
will follow the 

Cultural Recreation Band,
Portland elementary school performers, 

under the baton of Greg McKelvey,
Music Director at Wilson High School.

For more information on concerts in the parks 
call Portland Parks and Recreation, 823-2223 v/tt

Back By Popular Demand

JUNE 26
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For Information Call 

(503) 224-4400

Tickets Available at 
ALL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS
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