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COMPUTER TRAINING
In just weeks you can become employable In the 

fastest growing job markets!

"These skills have 
alt« ads paid of I 
for me I was 
hired only three 
«lass into the |ob 
search portion of 
the program '* 
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Noel Willis: Graduating With Honors

GETA

Job placement our # 1 priority 

Financial aid for those who qualify 

Day and evening classes 

Nationally accredited by ACCET 

Authorized Microsoft Training Center

<♦ Medical Records <* Word Processing ❖  Data Entry 

❖  Insurance Claims Processing ❖  Secretary/Receptionlst

Beaverton
285-9247 ACCETS

Vancouver
6950759 B( T I

WMM.S.S t o M H T t k  
T R U M M , INS n i l  71
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W’e ’re hiring. And, if you’re a high school graduate 
we’ve got an opportunity for you. W e’ll train you. 
Plus, you’ll get hands-on experience in a great Air Force 

job. Then, when your Air Force enlistment is up, those 
skills will be in demand in a civilian job.

How far you go is up to you. If you are 17 to 27 years old, 
visit your local Air Force recruiter or call: 
1-800-423-USAF.

Like thousands o f college seniors 
throughout the country, Noel W illis 
recently basked in the lim elight o f 
convocation ceremonies But unlike 
most seniors, the journalism  m ajor at 
the University of M issouri graduated 
with honors—m agna cum  laude, to be 
precise.

“It was a very, very, good feel
ing,” W illis, 22, rem arked o f w alking 
across the auditorium  stage to receive 
his bachelor’s degree “Just having 
family members clapping made my 
day.”

Willis, who is the grandson o f 
Jo h n  an d  T h e lm a  S y lv e s te r  o f  
Portland was also nam ed a m em ber o f 
Kappa Tau Alpha, an honor society 
for a se le c t g ro u p  o f  s tu d e n ts  
from am ong the top ten percent o f the 
graduating class. The honor is a 
prestigious one indeed, especially 
when earned at the oldest and most 
renow ned journalism  program  in the 
country.

A num ber o f family and friends 
from across the country shared in  the 
moment, including the graduating 
sen io r’s “G randm a Syl,” T helm a 
Sylvester. “Your m ind tells you that 
there’s no way G randm a Syl should 
make such a long trip ,” W illis said. 
"But in my heart and soul I’m as 
pleased as punch she made it here.”

Noel W illis spoke w ith love and 
adm iration o f his grandparents, who 
he said represented a crucial bridge 
between the past and present. He also 
noted that his deceased grandm other 
on his father’s side of the family, 
Bernice Mayfield, was there in spirit. 
"They’re all great people, no doubt 
about it.”

A num ber of family members and

friends gathered for a post-graduation 
celebration dinner. The moment was 
touching for all who were present, but 
the d inner’s honoree said that he was 
especially overwhelmed.

“ I never experienced that type of 
em otion in all my life that I felt toward 
every person in that room,” he said. 
The honors graduate offered special 
praise for his mother, Verlean Sylvester 
W illis “She constantly read to me as a 
child, and I ’ll always remember our 
trips to the library,” Noel W illis re
called. “She’s the one who laid the 
foundation.”

She certainly did. A single w ork
ing m other for the better part o f N oel’s 
childhood, V erlean Sylvester W illis 
stressed the im portance o f reading A 
stack of library books could often be 
found in the back seat o f her car.

“My advice for young m others 
w ith no money is that the library is the 
best place to take your family,” Ms. 
W illis suggests. “There are so many 
worlds to explore. And it doesn’t cost 
anything.

“Besides, if  a child can feel free 
w ith a book,” she said, “ it will be much 
easier for them  to learn in school.”

Noel W illis will be the first person 
to point out that his father, Leon Willis, 
and stepmother, Harriet Palmer-Willis, 
w ere there for him , too. W illis recalled 
that his father helped to erase w hat
ever doubts the journalism  student had 
concerning his abilities. Often, Leon 
W illis’s letters front home served as a 
lifeline for his youngest son.

“D ad’s a m an who does not ex
press his em otions as much as he prob
ably should,” Noel W illis said o f  his 
father. “Just having him  at the gradu
ation ceremonv m e a n t  a In t  t o  m e  ”

The years o f  family encourage
m ent obviously paid dividends. But 
Verlean Sylvester W illis is quick to 
give ultim ate credit where it is due. 
“We were a support group for Noel. 
But he did it.”

Not long after experiencing the 
euphoria o f graduating, however, 
Noel W illis said that this is a cross
roads period in his young life. “ I’m 
going to have to sit down and take a 
hard look at who 1 am ,” he said. The 
journalism  graduate said that the pre
dicam ent o f many young Blacks has 
been o f concern to him  also.

“ It just proves how screwed-up 
this society is. I th ink o f those broth
ers in ja il,” he said. “They are people 
w ho are as bright as I a m -n o  brighter. 
There is an Einstein out there.”

The honors graduate argued that 
through our labor and bloodshed in 
battle, am ong other contributions, 
Blacks are “more A m erican” than 
practically any other group of people 
in this country. Yet, despite that, he 
noted that we continue to live in “a 
system that doesn’t recognize what 
an individuals prom ise is.”

“I thank God that I was able to 
get through the cracks,” he said. 
Denise LaCour, who made the trip 
along w ith her daughter Crystal, lias 
dubbed her nephew  “The M agna 
M an” in recognition o f his accom 
plishments. The specific honors do 
not m ean  as m uch  fo r V erlean  
Sylvester W illis, however, as she 
watches “the last child leaving the 
nest,” she said philosophically. “I t’s 
the icing on the cake,” she said. “But, 
you know, I ’ve always scraped icing 
off cake when I eat it, anyway. But
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In addition to training and a good paycheck, the Air Force 
will help you get an education. We ll help you pay for 
college while you’re in the Air Force. Also, we have a 
two-year degree program and a plan to provide money for 
school even after your Air Force tour is over.

AIM H IG H

244-6111 ext 5661 
Cascade Campus 

Portland Community College 
PCC Puts People In Charge of Their Future!

A g a in .
If you think  touch  is all you have to be to make it in the marine corps. 

T H IN K  A G A IN . YOU ALSO HAVE TO $E SMART. IF YOU VE C O T W HAT IT TAKES TO BE ONE

OF US, SEE YOUR MARINE RECRUITER

CALL 503-326-3016

Men and Women

REWARD
in the U.S. Coast Guard we offer..

• Exciting Jobs
• Technical Training
• 30 Days Annual Paid Vacation
• Good Starting Pay
• Good Opportunity for Advancement
• Free Medical/Dental

...and guarantee you an opportunity to serve your country through law 
enforcement, aviation, saving lives, and helping to protect our waterways from 
pollution and make them safer for mariners.

Make A Difference
If you are 17-27, a high school senior or graduate, and in good health, call 1-800- 
GET-USCG to find out more about our rewarding opportunities.

Be part of the Action

U.S. Coast Guard
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Celebrate luneteenth

After a full day of h e lp in g  custom ers, M anager Ben Turk 

shares h is ta len ts  w ith  th e  Central Area M otivational 

Program  and th e  Cham ber of C om m erce. He se e s  a lot in  

com m on b e tw e e n  h is profession  and h is vo lun teer activ ities. 

B ecause he b e lie v es  in p eop le , Ben w orks to help  them  w ith  

refinancing, hom e p u rchases and other so lid  in v estm en t  

opportunities. Put th at kind of com m itm en t to  w ork for you; 

call Ben at (206) 461-3075.

That’s Different. That’s Washington Mutual.

FDIC Insured An Equal Housing Lender a
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