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Legal Aide Series Part 4

Paternity

Planning a family isabig respon- While blood tests are normally
sibility. But having a family without used, there are other ways 10 decide
planning is sometimes an even bigger paternity suils If you were a married
responsibility. couple and were living together when
o fo G Both parents have a legal obliga- the baby was conceived, the husband
tion to support their children. Ifyou're 1 automatically considered the legal
a mother going it alone because the father. If married but not living to-
man who fathered your child won't gether, the law still recognizes the
1T own up, you can sue and force him to husband as the father, unless he chal-
help out. This is called a patermty, or lenges it. If the husband is not the
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¢ [ O DT TN : filiation, suit. A judge will decide if father in either case, call a lawyer.
and et one of your own. the man you name is actually your There are several ways to handle this
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AN child’s father. To file a suit, simply situation
R R . | ) o call the district attorney or a private If asthe father, you want toclaim
lawyer. If you're on welfare, the Sup-  paternity, you canavoid goingtocourt
port Enforcement Division (SED) may altogetherby signing, with the mother,

You'll learn how 1o cat real foods

right away. landle real-life challenges
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And develop permancal habits that start the suit for you and try to get @ @ SWOrn statement naming you as the
won't just help you reach your goal A Eing A it support order. father. To get a Declaration of Pater-
Men named in paternity suits have  mity (Form VS 21), simply call the
weight. They Il hedp keep you there s  y SRR B rights too. Ifyou're not the father, find - Health Division (229-5895 in the Port-
$o take advantage of our great o Sl D alawyer as soon as you re served with  land area, or 1-800 238 5.1_55 for the
wor Questions about the court papersand filea response within - rest ol the state). Sign the form, have
offer today. While your smaller . 30 days. Be sure not to miss any court 1l notarized and return it to the Health

Agure may bt forever, ours ‘ ays and Vid b hf:nnnga‘. or depositions (question ses-  Division
sion), because you could be declared If you are the father, but have
| the legal father and ordered to pay never admitted paternity and want to

won'l. S0 hurry and join
l child support. If, as the mother, you see your kid, you can try to work

disagree with what the father has an- something out with the mother. How-
| swered in the court papers, youshould  ever, if you want a legal right to visit
Join by May 8th and Save TR __ also get a lawyer to file your own your child, you must be legally recog-

more than 50% Wm response within 30 days. nized as the child’s father and ask for

; To determine who is a father, visitationrights. But, beware, youmay
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] ' | be expensive, costing anyw here from resentation to low-income people liv-

| $27510$500. IfSED is suingyou,and ing in Multnomah County who have
you can’t afford blood tests, you or family law problems. Appointments
| your lawyer should ask the judge o may be made by calling our downtown
bill the state. Ifa private party issuing, Family Law Centerat 226-7991 or our
you can ask that the other person be North/Northeast Community Law
required to pay. The judge will decide Office (on the Portland Community
who pays for the tests, often based on College Cascade Campus) at 295-

whether or not they identify the father. 9494,
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For Humanity

You are invited to attend the Realty, and Lutheran Brotherhood

¥ Walk for Humanity, afour milepledge  Portland Branch 8039 Walkers who
walk sponsored by Portland Habitat ~ collect $100 or more in pledges re-

of owning your own home, your

drearm may have just come true

For as little as you're paying in
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