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ALONG THE CoLOR LINE

Dr. Manning Marable

Why George Bush Lost

Bill Clinton's landslide Electoral
College victory over George Bush has
been viewed as a sharp rejection of
twelve years’ of Republican rule. But
the clear majority of Americans voted
either for Perot or Bush, not Clinton.
The Arkansas Governor really didn’t
win the presidency: George Bush lostit.
Bush will be remembered chiefly for
his narrowness of politcal vision, an
absence of personal ethics, and his
sheep-like devotion to corporate inter-
esls.

Political power is never exercised
in a historical vacuum. Every Ameri-
can election from 1948 until 1988 had
occurred in the context of the Cold War,
and the international conflict between
the United States and the Soviet Union.
In selecting a leader, many American
voters thought of the qualites neces-
sary for leadership against what Reagan
termed the “Evil Empire.” Expertise in
international affairs, some intimate
knowledge of America’s military arse-
nal,and even personal experience in the
armed forces was considered nearly
essential. The Cold War's Domestic
impact was to push the entire axis of
American politicsto the right. Reagan’s
rise to power in 1980 was the triumph of
a whole history of growing economic
reaction, racism, and class warfare
against working people. And George
Bush was a logical product of that re-
pressive history: a decorated veteran of
world War II, the son of a wealthy
Republican Senator, two-term Con-
gressman from Texas, former head of
the Central Intelligence Agency, and
Vice President to Reagan. Whenever
Bush’s personal beliefs conflicted with
his drive for power, he eagerly sacri-
ficed his principles. In the 1980 Repub-

lican primaries, Bush challenged Reagan
by denouncing his economic plans as
“Voodoo Economics'’; twelve yearslater,
he had become Voodoo's High Priest.

But history never stands still. With
the collapse of the Berlin Wall, the dis-
mantling of the Soviet bloc in Europe,
and finally the termination of the USSR,
everything changed. Both the United
States and the Soviet Union actually lost
the Cold War. The real costs to the
American people should be weighed by
hundreds of billions of dollars annually
wasted on nuclear and conventional
weaponry, little investment in upgrad-
ing factories and new technologies, de-
teriorating highways and bridges, and
the lack of adequate federal government
support for schools, health care, housing
and other basic human needs. Noamount
of anti-Communist rhetoric could hide
the millions of lost jobs, the decline in
real incomes for millions of workers, and
the rise in poverty rates. Somehow, Bush
never understood this. He had never felt
the pain of hunger, discrimination or
poverty in his lifetime. He couldn’tcom-
prehend the heartache of being without a
job, or the fear of not being able to buy
warm winter clothes for his children, as
the winter months approached. Bush
couldn't feel the deepanxieties of middle
class families, the fear of losing their
homes. But“anxiety” for President Bush
was not knowing which fork to use ata
formal dinner.

The economic recession which Bush
boasted having ended more than one
year ago continued to depress wages and
increase unemployment lines. In the
twelve months prior to the election, over
20 percent of all American families had
experienced someone who had losta job
during that ime. Of those jobless Ameri-

cans who had obtained new employ-
ment, more than half had experienced
a loss in wages in their new jobs. But
Bush campaign virtually ignored this
entire class of American working
people.

However, Bush’s mostcrucial elec-
toral mistake was in underestimating
Clinton’s political strengths, and the
capacity of the national Democratic
Party to mount a serious campaign. If
political clout is calculated by the num-
ber of ballots one receives, Clinton had
emerged from the Democratic prima-
ries as the strongest candidate in de-
cades. Clinton had received a higher
percentage of the national primary vote,
52 percent, than any Democrat seeking
the presidency in twenty years. He won
10.5 million primary votes, more than
any Democrat or Republican, in the
history of presidential primary elec-
tions. And by mid-July,nearly all of the
major leaders of the Democratic Party,
including Jesse Jackson, had come to-
gether to endorse his nomination. For
several critical months in the spring
and early summer, 1992, Bush’s cam-
paign strategists mistakenly assumed
that their chief electoral rival was H.
Ross Perot, not Clinton; consequently,
they aimed their rhetorical fire largely
against the Texas billionaire. This was
a serious strategic error, and although
Bush closed much of the gap between
himself and Clinton during the
campaign’s final weeks, his mistakes
in political judgement cost him the
presidency.

In the end, Americans desperately
wanted “change.” Most who voted for
Clinton weren’t endorsing the Demo-
cratic nominee. They were voting
against George Bush.

Creed Of The Black Press

The Black Press believes that America can best lead the world away from racial
and national antagonisms when it accords to every person, regardless of race,
color or creed, full human and legal rights. Hating no person, fearing no person,
the Black Press strives to help every person in the firm belief that all are hurt ( 8
as long as anyone is held back. .
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Ladies

Lost My Lease

Inventory Reducrion Sale

30%-70% OFF Everything

Sale Begins Wednesday, Ocr. 21
Store Closes November 16, 1992

$32 Rayon Print Shirrs

Dresses $30-%45 Ennesi Shoes 40% oft
Purses 40% oft Swnake Skin

Jewelry 30% To 0% off Lizard

X-Caps $8.00 Silk Shirrs, Panis $41.00
Alrican print Hars $8.00 Ties/Scarves 40%
Alrican FiGurines 20% olf

Located Ar:

1512 N.E. Broadway
Phone: 287-7230

Store Furnishings Available

Ear Ring Stands
Clothes Rack
Slar Wall
(COUNTER
Track Lighrs

Hours: Sunday: 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Monday Thru Friday: 12 Noown - 7:00 PM

Sarurdays: 11 AM - 6:00 PM
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We’ll Show You How

Whether you re just dreaming of
owning a home or you're ready to
buy, First Interstate Bank would like
to show you how.

Because at First Interstate, we're
committed to revitalizing our neighbor-

hoods through home ownership. And,

through our Community Lending
Center, we place a special emphasis
on first-time home buyers.

The Community Lending Center
offers potential homeowners a step-
by-step approacti to buying a home.
We'll help vou put together a plan to
realize your dream of home owner-
ship. We'll focus on finding the loan
that best meets your needs and then
assist you throughout the home

loan process. And we'll provide
information and support after your
home loan closes.

We also sponsor community
seminars on home ownership.

And if you already own a home
we can help, too. We'll show you
how to use the equity you've built up
in your investment to make home
improvements or repairs.

So when it comes to any aspect of
buying, owning or maintaining a
home, call First Interstate. We're
here to show you how.

Community Lending Center

5730 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Portland, Oregon 97211

Phone: 225-3751

Member FDIC
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Noxzema Extraordinary Teen Awards
Recognize Teen Volunteers Who Are
Changing The Face Of The World

Last year, over 60 percentof Ameri-
can teenagers participated in some form
of volunteer activity. The Noxzema
Extraordinary Teen Awards were cre-
ated to reward the efforts of these re-
markable young people who are dedi-
cated to improving the world around
them. This year, the Noxzema Extraor-
dinary Teen Awards program will rec-
ognize outstanding teen volunteers from
across the United States, awarding cash
prizes of over $30,000.

All junior and senior high school
students are eligible to enter the
Noxzema Extraordinary Teen Awards
program. The individual teen category
will honor students who have single-
handedly developed and implemented
a volunteer project or have made a
difference in school or in local, national
or international communities through

volunteer efforts. The teen group cat-
egory will recognize outstanding junior
and senior high school groups who have
conceived and implemented volunteer
projects benefiting their schools, com-
munities or humankind.

In the individual teen category,
$1,500 cash prizes will be awarded to
five finalists. One teen will be named
the grand-prize winner and receive a
$2,500 cash prize and a $2,500 grant to
his/her favorite cause or project. In the
group category, winners from all fifty
states and the district of Columbia will
receive certificates of honorable men-
tion; five Regional finalist groups will
be selected to receive $2,500 for their
project or cause. The group selected as
the grand-prize winner will receive
$5,000 for its cause, and a $5,000 grant
for its school. In addition, television

star Gabrielle Carteris will present the
award 1o the group at a special in-
school celebration.

“Theenvironment, homelessness,
illiteracy and hundreds of other issues
are facing today’s teenagers,” says
Mike Yearling, spokesperson for
Noxzema. “We believe that the
Noxzema Extraordinary Teen Awards
program can give them the tools they
need to work for change. Noxzema is
proud to be part of a program that
motivates ordinary teenagers to have
an extraordinary impact on the world
around them,”

To get involved, students should
contact their school guidance counsel
ors or call 1-800-488-7288 to enter
themselves, their volunteer group ors
friend in the Noxzema Extraordinary
Teen Awards program.

Lets Work Together

Not just a good idea but an Socio-
economic reality that must take place
real soon.

I 2ss than a month ago I wrote an
article entitled “Lets Work Together™
for this paper. | falked with a few
people who said they had seen it,one
person that called said they read it, but
no one as yet has followed upon itina
way that would be regarded as a mean-
ingful exchange.

The article pointed at the Socio/
Economic benefits that are made avail-
able in the market place by business
corporations who monetarily compen-
sate people who can work together in
small groups and help others do the
same. The Oct. 26/28 issue of U.S.
News and World Report ran an article
(under Career Guides) directly related
to this phenomenon and the character-
istics that would be necessary to plunge
ahead economically at this time.

I believe its important that people
take the time to find out about this. Its
my/our goal to help as many people as

possible argue this information, con-
sequently joining our minds and ef-
forts together, to bring more people
into this collective Socio/Economic
boost.

Many people are complaining
about a lock of jobs, and while this is
true, opportunities are opening up all
around. However, opportunities de-
mand that people be diligent, willing
to grow and eager to learn. Things are
changing all around us and we must
become informed as to what these
changes will bring. The impact on us
individually/collectively, and how we
can position ourselves to take advan-
tage of these opportunitics and help
others do the same.

The unique feature about this new
proven way of doing business collec-
tively is that it works best for people
who are unselfish, who have an atti-
tude of helping others and teaching
them to do the same. The criteria/
qualifications for involvement is non-
discriminatory because it is based on

what a person is willing to learn and
what they will do with what they leam.

It’sconsumer profit sharing. Busi-
ness corporations giving economic op-
portunities to the informed educated
consumers who have been limited 1o
large corporations/stockholders (and
middle management). Now the con-
sumers (you and I) can take partand get
our share of this multi-billion dollas
industry.

We now have the opportunity 10
become economically empowered in-
dividually by working together collec-
tively. This is a great opportunity. Y ou
must take the time to get more informa-
tion on this phenomenon. If your inter-
ested, don’t just read this article, get
involved. You'll never know the real-
ity of what this can do for you and
others unless you get informed and
involved. “Lets work together”,

Sincerely

J. Olive

(503) 248-8790 or respond
thru Portland Observer



