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their history, their pioneers and early
cooperative efforts, I add the follow-
ing comments. The capital inputs we
expected from the giant black insur-
ance company that had built its for-
tunes on African American policy
holders was not l'urthconnng, They
were oo busy financing new stores for
white supermarket chains like “Boys
Market”. Our incredible experience
gained this early was worth nothing to
these latter day middle class “toms™
who preferred to be seen in the press
(and Ebony Magazine) with their white
masters from the liquor and tobacco
companies (not much has changed,
has it? ).

An interesting aside here is that a
decade later when I was teaching Black
History at Portland State University,
the largest source of information on
the black past both in Africa and
America was the publications and post-
ers provided by Anheuser Busch Brew-
ery, Schenley Distilleries and the
Phillip Morris Tobacco Company.
Naturally, the same was true for the
current demographics and consumer
patterns of the African american popu-
lation centers. The black middle class
had performed its assigned task all too
well. The forecasts of The Honorable
Elijah Muhammed and Malcom X
were completely ignored--except when
the rascals needed monies for “minor-
ity” business or for Black History,
suddenly discovered.

Given the Clinton victory, 1 ex-
pectalotof local stirring, shuffling and
rhetoric--and, hopefully, some new
faces, institutions and realistic eco-
nomic goals. Above all, I hope that the
hundreds of dedicated grass roots
people who have been toiling at the
base of the Portland pyramid in support
of the “talking heads” are going torise
up and demand a better performance-
-this applies to both whites and blacks
of our community, How can you toler-
ate institutions with computers and
“educated” staff who cannot get our
timely financial reports. Do they in
fact want to?

And don’t forget that loss of a
quarter-milliondollars inreal estate by
our largest predominately black, urban
institution. The Board of directors was
filled with a number of community
activists who either couldn’t or
wouldn’t perform their duties of over-
sight which involved reading, count-
ing and making inquiry. I pointed out
this organizational disability when I
analyzed the demisc of Portland’s “Al-
bina Corporation”. If your organiza-
tion can spend all those dollars for
travel and seminars and dinners for
“talking heads” and can’t find monies
for necessary training for the board of
directors, then the enterprise can easily
become quite shaky. If it isn"talready.

Next week: Resuming the struggle
in the all-so-important educational pro-
Cess.,
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vinner in the 1992 presi-
n is the American people,
whom put the two major

 that the days of corrupt
e over. My thanks to
¢ nearly 50,000 who voted for Dr.
f the Natural Law Party,
f a million people who
re Marrou of the Libertar-
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! tals since the Associated
reported them as both 80,000 and

00. (AP claims to have miscounted

my votes in New York. My lawyers are
in touch with AP to get an explanation.)
But what is significant is not my vote
count, but the 20 million people who
rejected the Democrats and Republi-
cans, including the 7% of Black voters
who wentindependent. Now it’stime to
build off of those votes.

Independent politics is no longer
the future of America. It is the present.
An independent participated in the na-
tionally televised presidential debates,
something I have been fighting for since
1988. There will never be another de-
bate without one. Governor Lowell
Weicker of Connecticut, himself an

independent, said on CNN last night
that 1996 will be the year that an inde-
pendent takes the White House, and 1
think he is right. It is clear from the
election results that the numbers are out
there.

That’s why I'm asking Ross Perot
to put $100 million dollars on the table
to finance a drive to register 15 million
Americans as independent. These new
registrants, combined with the 20 mil-
lion who voted independent this year,
would make up a new one third voting
block that could take the presidency
from the Democrats and the Republi-
cans in four years,
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CIVIL RIGHTS JOURNA

By Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.

President-Elect Clinton And
African Americans

In the wake of the victory of Bill
Clinton over George Bush, there exists
within the African American commu-
nity a rather wide range of hopes, aspi-
rations, anxieties, and fears. On No-
vember 3, 1992, in many African Ameri-
can communities, both rural and urban,
the mood in the long lines of voters was
“This is not just election day, this is a
day of reckoning!™ And so it was, be-
cause the vast majority of the millions
of voters in the African American com-
munity voted against President Bush
and in favor of Bill Clinton.

Already there is an unlimited
amountof analysis about the election of
1992. We are sure that professional
political scientists and other experts
will be debating the critical factors that
led to Clinton’s victory and Bush’s
defeat. Someone, however, needs to
state in the clearest of terms what this
election will or should mean to all
Americans and especially to the mil-
lions of persons of color who voted for
the Democratic slate of candidates.

But before listing some of our rec-
ommendations to President-elect

Clinton, we do have something to say 10
President Bush. It is our hope that Bush
and Quayle will take the time to ascer-
tain why they lost the election. We
believe it had little to do with how much
money was spent on the campaign or
whether the most effective ads were put
on the radio or television. There is an
old saying in the African American
community that, “What you hide from
others you eventually will hide from
yourself or delusion soon becomes self-
delusion.”

In other words, Bush and Quayle
attempted to hide the truth from the
people of the nation on so many differ-
ent things from the state of the economy
to the racist and divisive motives of
appointments to the judiciary that they
began to believe their own misstate-
ments and misdeeds.

On domestic policy, we recom-
mend that President-elect Clinton take
the necessary steps to identify and to
dismantle what amounts to an “Ameri-
can apartheid” system in regard to ra-
cially discriminatory policies and prac-
tices in employment, education, hous-

ing, delivery of health care, environ-
ment, criminal justice and economic
development. As the nation moves to-
wards the 21st Century, the rapidly
changing racial demographics demand
Presidential leadership in helping torid
this nation of institutionalized racism,

On foreign policy, we recommend
that President-elect Clinton act with
dispatch to revamp American policy
interests in particular in the Caribbean,
Africa, Latin America, Asia and the
Pacific. Specifically the United States
should stop being the world’s largest
arms exporter. We should be sending
grain, bread and food to other nations
rather than bullets, missile and bombs,
The global economy and ecology will
be dependent upon the implementation
of long term policies which commit the
United States as a global partner with
the rest of the international community
than as a dominating “‘superpower.”

Inconclusion, African Americans,
like other Americans, are looking to
President-elect Clinton for real leader-
ship that will lead the nation as a whole
forward and not backwards.

Do Portland Blacks Suffer From
the “Only One” Syndrome?

BY JAMES L. POSEY

Thisquestionand subjectisclosely
related to the last article, **Are Pordand
Blacks different?”” Portland Blacks are
different and some of their characteris-
tics make them their own worse enemy.
The “Only One” syndrome is a carry
over from the slavery system in which
certain Blacks were chosen above oth-
ers to be “house niggers.” Needless to
say, the privilege of being closer to
white folks often went to their heads.
“House niggers” began to think of them-
selvesas better than the “field niggers.”
And, you know the rest of the story.
This syndrome is just the modern-day
version of the same situation.

Portland is one of the few metro-
politan cities where Blacks can easily
operate in the “Only One” syndrome. It
works something like this: “I'm the
“Only One” white folks listen to and
respect. So, if you want to get some-
thing from the white folks, you gotta go
through me.” It occurs at all levels and
includes organizations and groups as
well as individuals. Often, Blacks are
selectively screened and employed in
token positions. They are then tested to
prove their loyalty and conformity to
organizational values. Finally, they are
promoted to key positions in the orga-
nization and cultivated as the “Only
One.” Anytume the organization is ques-
tioned as to its commitment to equal or
civil rights, they bring out the “Only
One.”

Keep in mind that this example
applies notonly to traditional organiza-
tions butalso to the community at large,
including some of our politicians. From
an employment perspective, the pur-
pose for developing the “Only One™ is
to stall a perceived flood of African-
Americans and other minorities from

To The Editor:

As African Americans adom them-
selves with fashionable Bascball Caps
displaying the famous “X" to signify
Al Hajji Malik El Shabazz (Malcom
X), few have taken the time to examine
this man’s meaning to our people and
to history. Nevertheless, El Hajji Malik
El Shabazz lives; he lives because he
embodies lost hope while capturing
the living hopes of billions in both the
U.S. and abroad, more than any other
in our lifetime,

Throughout the period of the
Emancipation Proclamation, recon-
struction and the Civil Rights Move-
ments, The black masses, much like
the world of Al Islam and the entire
Third World, waited patiently for a
signal of hope; LE., a reasonable ex-
ample of bold, courageous, intelligent,
committed, and non corruptible lead-
ership who would work to propel the
masses into an environment of life

infiltrating the organization. One might
best describe this as managed exclu-
sion. The “Only One” individual or
organization is established and main-
tained as a control agent. Its primary
function is to keep the natives from
becoming toorestless by promoting the
“Only One” individual or group as an
example of Black progress and how
Blacks ought to act if they want to get
something from “The Man.” Of course,
all other people or groups are subordi-
nate and must be blessed by the “Only
One” before there is any degree of
acceptance.

We understand the purpose and
motives of the white power structure.
But what about the “Only Ones” them-
selves? They operate under the belief
that the only way to make it in this town
is to sell your soul. It’s sad to say, but
many Blacks are so starved for atten-
tion, recognition, affirmation, accep-
tance, and most of all, power and con-
trol, that they are willing and eager
vehicles. Every one knows at least one
“Only One.” They are constantly gloat-
ing about their “Only One” status and
erecting barriers to other African-
Americans or minorities to protect it.
They are threaten by the slightestintru-
sion of acompeting minority and goout
of their way to block, bad mouth, and
sabotage the efforts of others attempt-
ing to gain inclusion.

On a organizational level, most of
us are aware of groups or organizations
which openly profess that they are the
“Only One.” They try to control as
many issues affecting African- Ameri-
cans as they can, going far beyond their
resources and skills. Typically, these
organizations are headed by individu-
als whose egos are as big as an elephant
and must be constantly fed. The organi-

liberty and the pursuit of happiness. By
1960, the prayers of the masses were
answered.

Brother El-Shabazz became a
legacy. Among other things: he chal-
lenged the African American, Africa,
The World Of Al Islam and all human-
ity to rise and unite.

He publicly exposed the false ap-
pointed leaders of the black community
and demonstrated the real traits and
reason of leadership. LE. honesty, in-
telligence, a respect for logic, total
submission to Islam, self sacrifice, broth-
erhood and uncompromising morality.

He insisted that we must return to
real educational, economic, spiritual
and social essence of Al Islam. He said
reading, leamning, and reason were in-
dispensable qualities for the economic
and social development of the masses.

El-Hajji Malik El-Shabazz had seen
in practice how Islam had removed
discrimination and differences; it had

zationis fairly reflective of their leader’s
style, attitude and approach to dealing
with the white power structure. And,
there is constant jockeying and posi-
tioning to maintain the duel role of gate-
keeper and the “Only One” status.

There is areal sick irony to all this.
Many of these very individuals and
organizations spend a lot of time spout-
ing out rhetoric about inclusion and
diversity. But it is obvious that they
have never practiced what they preach.
There is no way white folks are going to
subscribe todiversity and inclusion when
they continue to witness in the Black
community acts of exclusion and frag-
mentation based not on race but on
class, status, ideas, selfishness and greed.
Thatis why the African- Americancom-
munity, which is in fact just as diverse
in attitudes and opinions as any other
group, must goout of its way to practice
tolerance, thrust and acceptance.

While I'mconvinced that the “Only
One” syndrome continues to be a strong
factor in the make-up of this town, I am
encouraged to see numerous effortsafoot
to break this cycle and get Blacks to
work together at different levels. A
good example is the effort promoted by
the Black United Front called the Unity
Breakfast. Representatives of various
groups come together on the first
Wednesday of each month at the Black
United Fund office. The purpose is to
provide a forum for addressing Black
community issues in an open and frank
environment and to foster community-
based solutions. The real challenge of
the group will be tomake sure thatevery
voice is heard and to abstain from set-
ting itself up as another “Only One.”

James Posey is a local, small busi-
ness owner with a background in social
work and community activism.

wiped out bias and established a broth-
erhood between Blacks and Whites,
rich and poor. His massage was clear
and accompanied by firmness. He had
no doubts about the cause of truth. He
taught and defended his message with
conviction, His analysis of the socio
economic situation in America is still
relevant. It should be kept in mind that
brother Malik Shabazz's analysis was
inspired by his life of struggle. Those
who aspire to walk in his footsteps
should always remember That he al-
ways said, “I am a Muslim, and my
religion is Al Islam™ which molded his
character in such a way that he gave up
addiction to liquor, narcotics, gambling
and sexual promiscuity and all other
social illnesses which exist where there
is despair and deprivation.

He no longer sought 1o escape reality
and live in a world of illusion, rather he
scized the time by seeking tochange things.

Farceda S. Muhammad
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