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“Why Did He Have To Die?”

BY MATTIE ANN CALLIER-SPEARS

(based on the text found in | Peter
3 & 4 The Living Bible)

Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living
God, was born of the virgin Mary and
became flesh.,

As Christ stood speaking to His
disciples, he said “I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me. If ye had known
me, for who [ am, then you would have
known who my Father is. From now on
you know him--and have seen him!”
“Don’t you believe that I am in the
Father ad the Father is in me. The words
I say are not my own but are from my
Father who lives in me. And he does his
work through me. Or else balieve it
because of the mighty miracles you
have seen me do.” [John 14)

Yes! Christ lived among us and He
suffered human pains. He came to this
earth so that he could better understand
the human side of man. In doing so, he
also found out the difficulty that man
was having with sin. The Cross was
planned destiny. Christ had 10 make
thatsupreme sacrifice; if he had not....we
would all be lost. Christ had to die

Can you imagine dying for your
friends? That is what Christ did! Christ
suffered for YOU! He died once for the
sins of all us guilty sinners, although he
himself was innocent of any sin at any
time. thathe might bring us safely home
to God. But though his body died, his
spirit lived on, and it was in the spirit
that he visited the spirits in prison, and
preached to them----spirits of those who
long before in the days of Noah, waited
patiently for them while Noah was build
ing the Ark. Yet, only eight persons

were saved from drowning in that ter-
rible flood. (That, by the way, is what
baptism pictures for us: In baptism we
show that we have been saved from
death and doom by the resurrection of
Christ; not because our bodies are
washed clean by the water, but because
inbeing baptized we are turning to God
and asking him to cleanse our hearts
from sin).

Now, Christ is in heaven, sitting in
the place of honor next to God the
Father, with all the angels and powers
of heaven bowing before him and obey-
ing him,

Since Christ suffered and under-
went pain, you must have the same
attitude he did; you must be ready to
suffer, too. For remember, when your
body suffers, sin loses it power, and you
won’t be spending the rest of your life
chasing after evil desires, but will be
anxious to do the will of God. You have
had enough in the pastof the evil things
the godless enjoy: sex sin, lust, getting
drink, wild parties, drinking bouts, and
the worship of idols, and other terrible
sins

Of course, your former friends will
be very surprised when you don’t ea-
gerly join them any more in the wicked
things they do, and they will laugh at
you in that they must face the Judge of
all, living and dead; they will be pun-
ished for the way they have lived. That
1s why the GOOD NEWS was preached
even (o those who were dead--killed by
the flood--so that although their bodies
were punished with death, they could
still hive in their spirits as God lives.

I'he end of the world is coming
soon. Therefore be earnest, thoughtful
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men of prayer. Most important of all,
continue to show deep love for each
other, for love makes up for many of
your faults. Cheerfully share what you
have with those who need a meal or a
place to stay for the night.

God has given each of you some
special abilities; be sure 10 use them to
help each other, passing on to others
God's many kinds of blessing.

This suffering is all part of the work
God has given you. Christ, who suffered
for you, is your example. Follow in his
steps: He never sinned, never told a lie,
never answered back when insulted;
when he suffered he did not threaten to
geteven, he left his case in the hands of
God who always judges fairly. He per-
sonally carried the load of our sins in his
own body when he died on the cross, so
that we can be finished with sin and live
agood life from now on. For his wounds
have healed ours! PRAISETHELORD!!

We are all like sheep who have
gone astray; but Christ came to die, so
that we could all be rescued. There is
Just one catch, though. God gave to
man--the ability to choose. Yes, God
created us; but he does not force any of
ustoserve him. He has shown us, by His
life’s example, that we can make it--
only if we want to. Everyone must de-
cide whether or not they want Christ to
dwell within,

My dear sisters and brothers, we are
only visitors here. Since our real home
isinheaven I beg you to keecpaway from
the evil pleasures of this world; they are
not for you, for they fight against your
very souls.

Pray for the Lord’s work to be done
around the world.

Family
Expresses
Thanks

Public Service
Announcement
Do you need
child care?

Then, you need to know about Al-
bina Head Start, formerly AMA Head
Start. Albina Head Start provides full
day care for children who are 3, 4, and
5 years old.

The Albina Head Start offers free
childcare to low-income families in the
N., N.E., and S.E., arca of Portland.
With the new school year approaching,
there are openings for your children,

So, if you're in a training program,
in school, or if you are working, give
Albina Head Start a call at 282-1975.
Get involved with Albina Head Start
and be a part of your children’s educa-
tion.

Openings are limited so get a head
startand calll now for more information

at 282-1975, ext. 202 (Nancy
Kimmons).
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Scripture of the WeeK.

St. John Chapter 4
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'LORRAINE HLAVINKA
All Types of Auto Plate and Window Glass
Storm Doors and Windows
4709 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Bivd
Portland, Oregon 97211

Woman-Owned

Phone 249-5886 |
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Jesus Loves You! :
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Psalm 34:3

4236 NE Eighth Avenue
(corner of 8th & Skidmore)

Portland, Oregon 97211
(503) 287-0261

Phillip S. Nelson Pastor
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BAPTiST CHURCH
Has moved Sunday services to
Stone Tower Church,
N.E. Sandy Blvd. & 30th

Worship Services 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Church School 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Bible Study, Wednesdays, 116 N.E. Schuyler
7] !”\ |\ m

1030 a.m. and
8:00 a.m. on KBMS

Radio Ministry each Sunday

\ Teaching Church With A Reaching Ministry
Dr. James E. Martin, Senior Pastor

Church Office 116 N.E. Schuyler St.
(503) 284-1954

The family of Dometta “LaShay”
Dorn would like to express their grati-
tude and sincere appreciation for the
many prayers, telephone calls, visits,
cards, flowers, food, and fellowship at
the time of our lost.

We thank you, what ever part you
played, thank you for being you.

Parents: Arthur & Evelyn Bryant,
Clarence Domn, Sr.

Visit The Church
of Your Choice

Going Home Celebration |
o - For @ .

.Saturdqy
July 11, 1992
10:00 a.m.

 Palm Lane COGIC
11730 South
Central Avenue

Las Angeles,
California

Pastor Hillary
Conedy
Officiant

Obituary |
BEVERLY RAE NETTLES LAMPKIN was born in
Portland, Oregon, August 1, 1946 to Mary O.
Allen and Joe Louis. She received her formal
education in the Oregon Educational System.
By profession she was a Social Worker specializ-
ing in working with the mentally handicapped.
Beverly was joined in wedlock to Wallace Alonzo
Nettles in 1964. Of this union Wallace Alonzo
Nettle Il was born. Shortly after moving to Los
Angeles in 1978, she joined Palm Lane COCIC.
She was a faithful member until her death.
She leaves to cherish loving memories 3 sisters,
Carol, Gilda and Demonica and 7 brothers,
Verdell, Jonathan, Joe, Jr., Doug, Kevin, Anthony
and Wayne; 2 grandchildren Michael Jackson
and Brandis Nettles; 1 daughter-inlaw, Toni
Nettles; nephew, Leon Heartley; nieces, Andrea
Heartly, Ebony Edwards and Adriana Edwards
and grandniece, Breana Parks and a host f
other relatives and friends.

North/Northeast Rally Day
For The Billy Graham Crusade

Sunday, July 26, 1992 at 6:00 p.m.

at

Maranatha Church
4222 NE 12th Avenue & Skidmore
Portland, OR 97211
Featuring:

The Celebration Tabernacle Singers
Maranatha Disciples 11
Irvington Covenant Worship Singers
Mt. Sinai COGIC Worship Singers

With an Inspirational Word from
Reverend Gus Romans, Pastor
Zion Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Sponsored by
The African American Pastors for the Billy Graham Crusade

For more information please call Henry Greenidge at 287-5226

VANN & VA

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Family Owned and Operated
Since 1954
Serving the City of Portland
for over 37 years
In your hour of need
Vann & vann are there to serve
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_;SL ﬁa-ul Missionary
Baptist Church

8101 N. Fiske Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97203

Church Pho.ie: 289-0147 Study Phone: 289-1911

Sunday Service
10:45
Sunday School

| 9:30
Bible Study
6:00
Evening Service
7:00 PM.

Theme: Whatever you're going to do
for the Lord, do it now

Pastor Rev: James C.E. Faulkner

| Peter iv.11
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Cleodus Vann

503/281-2336

5211 N. Williams Por..and, Or. 97217

Mallory Avenue
.*DChrlisll:inn Church
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God's Presence promises

' Power through Jesus Christ In
| Good Times and Bad Times
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"Come to me all you who are
weary and heaw laden and |
| will give you rest”

9:450m Sunday School
11:00oam  Morning Worship
7:30pm Tuesdoy Bible
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Study and Prayer |

Denise :‘? _Heﬁ, Pastor

Inter-racial Congreqation

196 N.€. Alberta t Portland, OR 97211 + (503) 9885173

For Best Results
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