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More on Replacing Congress with Contract Help Blazers and the Suns: THE Playoff Series
BY PROF. MCKINLEY BURT

I was hardly senous not too long 
ago when 1 suggested that we dispense 
w ith  Congress, elections and the like, 
and JUST C O N TR A C T O UT THE 
W H O LE BUSINESS previously per­
formed by our elected offic ia ls.”  But I 
love the way readers responded.

Several cooperating callers sug­
gested that the technique be applied to 
state, county and municipal bodies— 
even port districts and other groups o f 
elected o ffic ia ls  exercising governance 
in the infrastructure. One party said that 
what she thought was so neat about the 
idea was that the successful bidder on 
any project could be forced to put up a 
PERFORM ANCE B O N D -D o  or die 
pardner! Devise and implement the laws 
and procedures necessary to slop the 
drug tra ffic  or else you are bankrupt, 
sucker; not on the public payroll for 
life .

Tw o items in particular seem to 
have caught the readers’s attention as 
we listed the areas where our national 
legislative body (or state) has failed to 
act in a serious way.Surprisethat George 
Bush as a congressman “ voted for re­
peat o f federal mandatory sentencing 
fo r a m inimum possession o f drugs.”  
And that the venerable old American 
arms manufacturing company, Colt (the 
six-shooter, not the beer,) was a prime 
manufacturer o f the deadly “ street 
w iper”  A -15 assault rifle. That com­
pany is a large contributor to the Na­
tional R ifle  Association o f which Presi­
dent Bush is a life-tim e member and to

Bush's political campaigns.
One reader set up a schedule o f

priorities for the assignments to the 
contract operators. First things first, he 
said (money honey), noting that as the 
Knight-Ridder News Service said a 
week ago, “ The Bush administration 
appears to be DEL A Y ING  MOVES TO 
SHUT DOW N LAR G E  F A IL IN G  
B A N K S  U N T IL  A FTER  
NO VEM BER’S ELECTION for p o liti­
cal reasons.”  The director o f the Con­
gressional Budget O ffice said, “ The 
delay could drive up costs o f bank 
failures by tens o f b illions o f dollars.” 
This was detailed to sleepy congress­
men still trying to balance their own 
checkbooks.

Now, hundreds o f b illions, not 
“ tens" is more like the amount poor 
taxpayers are going to have to pick up. 
W illiam  Kistner, an associate with the 
Center for Investigative Reporting in 
San Francisco, puts the matter where 
even an eighth grader can understand it 
when he described the savings and loan 
debacle in the Forum Section o f the 
Sunday Oregonian. Our congressmen 
who have been demonstrated not to be 
able to count, bought early estimates o f 
“ less than 50 b illion ”  in that case as 
well. Together, the ante can well be a 
T R IL L IO N  D O LLAR S !

Another point that came up among 
our readership (and it frequently does) 
is the matter o f the huge AM ERICAN 
ARMS SHIPMENTS to foreign coun­
tries. CNN reports that the Pentagon 
alone shipped more than 1 b illion  dol-

lars worth o f weapons PER M ONTH in 
1991. Now this, o f course, does not 
include the direct sales by the manufac­
turers who supply our defense estab­
lishm ent-who you may have thought 
to be primarily in the businessof Am eri­
can defense. Nor does this “ figure o f 
death”  include the transhipment to oth­
ers o f weapons ostensibly destined for 
use by our allies (to k ill somebody or 
another).

The administration has been ac­
cusing Saudi Arabia and Israel, in par­
ticular, for this type o f transgression as 
though they had no preknowledge in 
this deadly game o f musical chairs. 
Who dies each time the music stops? 
Israel, o f course, has its own extensive 
weapons industry and foreign arms sales 
represent a considerable portion o f its 
Gross National Product. A  lot o f Am eri­
can (and European) blacks are terribly 
unhappy yet about the Associated Press 
report several years ago that Israel had 
supplied South A frica  w ith TH O U ­
SANDS OF SHOTGUNS FOR “ DE- 
FENSE” PURPOSES. Against who, the 
black majority?

Certainly, immediate legislation to 
correct the insanities we have cited 
should keep our contract legislators 
quite busy . I ’ m well aware that some o f 
you had some rather caustic comments 
on our CEOs and other industrialists- 
and there has got to be a way to replace 
“ junk bond happy”  businessmen who 
create no jobs, no futures and no hope. 
We’ l l  get around to dealing w ith those 
characters, too.

SELF ENHANCEMENT, INC. PRESENTS

THE 1992 SPRING AWARDS RALLY
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

ANNOUNCING
THE CENTER FOR SELF ENHANCEMENT

BY BILL BARBER
Fans have one overriding advan­

tage. They can look ahead to the next 
p layoff series. By contrast, players 
have to look exclusively at the team that 
stands in front o f them. They simply do 
not have that luxury. The point being, 
that it really does not matter who wins 
in the Seattle-Utah tilt. Almostevery- 
one agrees that the hottest series in the 
Western Conference is the one being 
played out between the Portland Trail 
Blazers and the Phoenix Suns this week. 
Whoever comes out on top can realisti­
cally expect an easier series against the 
w inneroftheSonics-Jazz match up. I l 
there was ever a “ must have”  series for 
the Blazers, this is it.

What is it going to take fo r the 
Blazers to win this match-up? Are you 
looking fo r a 100%, “ Bet the farm and 
I aint ly ing ”  guarantee? In a word ... 
Defense. Clyde Drexler said “ They 
play well, but I do think we can play 
better. Our defense has not been as good 
against them as we would have lik e d ... 
but I think our defense w ill be much 
better.”  The key is to keep Phoenix 
from getting to the century mark. That 
is an N BA playoff fact. I f  you average 
out the scores o f all the 30 games played 
in the N B A playoffs leading up to Tues­
days game, you w ill find that the losing 
teams have only scored 98.7 points. 
The exact figure is 17 o f 30 losing 
teams. The Suns have never won when 
Portland kept Phoenix under 100 points. 
Never.

W ell, we have got the easy part 
done ... Talking about it.

Portland Tra il Blazer coach Rick

Adelman has his work cut out for him. 
No other team in the NBA has beaten 
the Blazers in the regular season over 
the last two years. The Suns hit over 
50% (.508) from the fie ld  which was 
better than any other team in the league 
did against the Blazers. Phoenix runs a 
three-man weave. In addition, the pick- 
and-roll they incorporate into their 
motion offense has given Portland a lot 
to prepare for. The high- scoring team 
is as good at the jum p shots and three- 
pointers as they are at the fast break. 11 
that description sounds fam iliar, you 
probably got the point. I t  sounds like 
Portland w i l l  be playing a mirror-image 
o f itself.

Portland has an intim idating ad­
vantage on the boards, and you can tell 
that the Suns are very aware o f it. 
“ Portland does an unbelievable job on 
the boards,”  said Sun Kevin Johnson. 
“ We know what they can do, and they 
know what we can do. There are no 
excuses during the playoffs. We have 
to take away their rebounds. 1 like our 
bench. We have two all-stars coming 
o ff the bench.”  Portland has been using 
a seven-man rotation lately. Robinson 
and Ainge were able to bring in 14 and 
19 points respectively to the last LA  
contest. Neither o f the two have had a 
great deal o f success against Phoenix 
during the regular season. Nonetheless, 
you can throw that out the window now 
that the playoffs are here. Robinson 
and Ainge have done what was neces­
sary to win whenever they were called 
on. Back to the subject o f the Suns 
bench; i f  a team has two should-be - 
starters sitting down at the start o f the

game, the totals are bound to look lop­
sided in the box scores. Alaa Ab- 
delnaby scored a point a minute fo r the 
five minutes he put in during clean-up 
time. Man-for-man the Blazers should 
have the edge in bench when they are 
called on. Any way you cut it, i f  that 
person you know who has the Blazer- 
Suns playoff tickets, s till owes you a 
favor, this would be an excellent time to 
call it in. This series is bound to be one 
people talk about fo r a long time.

Considering the distractions o f the 
Lakers-Blazers series it is amazing that 
the team was able to keep its focus. 
Sports did not seem to be very im por­
tant when balanced against what was 
going on outside the building. Sports 
writers are supposed to write about 
sports, and nothing else. The same goes 
for the players. Alas, we’re human. 
When the verdict was announced, it 
reminded us o f the story o f the man 
whose wife came home early to find 
him with another woman. She was 
justifiably enraged. The husband looked 
at his wife and said the same thing the 
defense attorney must have said to the 
ju ry ... “ Who are you going to believe? 
Me or your eyes? The players didn't 
forget about the problems in L A , but 
they had to play through the pain in 
their hearts every b it as painful as the 
pains in their bodies. The best thing 
about being a sports reporter is getting 
to know the players as people.

This is going to be known as the 
“ Business Series.”  When you talk about 
“ Game-faces,”  you can bet you won't 
see a smile anywhere on the court t i l l  
the final buzzer o f the final game.

-Correction-

TUESDAY, MAY 12,1992 
WHITAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL

(AUDITORIUM)

5700 NE 39TH 

7:00 - 8:30 P.M.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE C ALL 249-1721

RED or WHITE NEW CROP

U.S. No. 1 390 GROWN 
IN  THE 

NORTHWEST

BUNCH 390

M. Danae Hutchinson

Office: (503) 335-0332 
Fax: (503) 282-7641

Post Office Box 11155 
Portland, OR 97217 0155

You have the
power to lose

weight. We have 
the plan.

Introducing Quick Control “

POUND

TOMATOES
large 

red slicers

POUND

HEAD LETTUCE
69í

California's 
Iceberg Variety

start your 
salads with lettuce

POUND 390

In last week's issue we mistakenly ran the wrong name 
of the Easter Program. It should have been 

Louisiana Club not Arkansas.
We apologize.

The Portland Observer Staff and Management

’r r  *

ASPARAGUS
U.S. No. 1 large size 
long green spears 

GROWN IN THE NORTHWEST
30 lb. box

52850 POUND980
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PACK
OF

SEVEN UP -  R.C. COLA
CRUSH -  DIET RITE

_  A&W  (Root Beer or Creme Soda)

squirt
\  (reg u la r or sugar free)

6 $-|69 oCANS I
■  DEPOSIT

R.C. COLA -  S tV IM  UP -  SQUIRT 
A«W  ROOT BE IR  « r CRIME SODA

CASE 1 O l ï î l  $ 029  
OF

BEEN BT

12 1 ?  OS
CANS

KIENOW'S
rwe FP ENDUEST STORES IN TOWN SINCE 1908 wjs

. t ,  , f'FFF CflVF TUESDAY through SUNDAY mmiostm 
I ’ MAY 5 through 10 1992

MEMBER OF UNITED GROCERS________________
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McMurphy's 
Appliance Center

Washer fit Dryer S19 9 -  
Refriacrcitors From $129— 

Ranges From s 129-

Open Mon.-Fri. 9:00 am lo 5:00 pm 

Saturday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Sunday Closed

' S i1* * '* "il? A z .

Join by May 9th-Save $9.00We know you can do it.
We'll show you how.
With our new Quick 
Control plan. It's so simple it puts you in control fast. And it's hassle- 
free. so it's easy to stick with. You'll choose from delicious pre-planned 
menus of your favorite foods. Meals that are a snap to prepare with 

li minimal weighing and measuring. So 
get with the plan and you'll see, 
success has never been this simple.Call Collect 503-297-1021

You’ve Got It In You To Get It Off You?

Weekly fee $9 00 Cannot be combined with any other offer valid April 20,1992 
through May 9,1992 Offer valid in paticipating areas only • 1992 Weight Watchres 
International, Inc., owner of registered trademark All rights reserved.

FREE FIRST MEETING
Join by May 9th

and pay $17 Registration Fee Only 
Subsequent Meetings $9

For additional Savings Ask About Our 
GOLD CARD

(Offer Good Only in Area 83)
JOIN ANY CLASS ANYTIME

NORTHEAST PO RTLAND

Maranatha Church
4222 N.E. 12th
(Enter on Skidmore)
Sat. 9:30 a.m.
Temple Baptist Church
1319 N.E. 7th
Fireside Room
Tuesday 12:15 p.m.

Tillamook Park Bldg.
2108 N.E. 41st Ave. 
Mon.
Tues.
Wed. 9:30 a m. &

7:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.

Thurs.
Fri. 9:30 am.
Nationwide Insurance
919 N.E. 19th Ave. 
Wed. 11:30 a.m.

NORTH PORTLAND

Rivergate Com m unity Church
4737 N. Lombard St.
Tues. 7:00 p.m.

•

5:00p.m. 
7:00 p.m.

University of Portland
5000 N. Willamette Blvd. 
Columbia Hall 
(Enter from Portsmoth)
Wed 5:00 p.m.

i


