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Scripture o f the ^ e e  f

Matthew, Chapter 7

Insight on the Word: The Greatest Commandments: 
Blueprints for Successful Living

BY MICHAEL LINDSEY
Dean, North Portland Bible College

This series o f  comments is based 
on the In te rna tiona l Sunday School 
Lesson, used by churches in many de­
nominations. We are presently survey­
ing incidents in the life  o f  C hris t fro m  
the Gospel o f  M ark. F o r A p r il 5, ou r 
text is M a rk  12:28-37.

As we jo in  the Lord  Jesus this 
week on his way to the cross o f C a l­
vary, the scene has changed dram ati­
ca lly . N o longer is he teaching his 
disciples and attempting to avoid the 
great crowds who thronged to hear him 
and see his m iracles. Now he is in 
Jerusalem, in the fina l week before his 
death. He began teaching intheTem ple 
courts on Tuesday fo llo w in g  his tr iu m ­
phal entry in to the H o ly  C ity  (M ark 
11:1-11), and im m ediately faced the 
questions and insinuations o f the ch ie f 
priests, the teachers o f  the law, and the 
Pharisees. M ark records five  incidents 
o f confrontation between Jesus and 
these re lig ious leaders, including the 
tw o in our text today.

Sometimes we paint too negative 
a picture o f  these Pharisees and scribes. 
As a group, they had become so legal­
istic that they were more interested in 
ju s tify in g  their behavior than pleasing 
their God. Jesus said o f them, “ F u ll 
w e ll ye reject the commandment o f  
God, that ye may keep your own trad i­
tion .”  (7:9). And this is a problem we 
need to face in our churches today—  
traditions we have created w hich make 
it  unnecessarily d if f ic u lt  fo r earnest,

seeking people to enter the kingdom  o f  
God and receive eternal life . But not a ll 
scribes were that bad.

L e t’ s read today’ s text. A  new 
scribe had come by and observed the 
arguments between Jesus and the va ri­
ous relig ious sectsof his day. A  “ scribe’’ 
could w rite , and studied the law in 
depth. Some scribes were Pharisees, 
others Sadducces, others were not par­
ticu la rly  involved in relig ious argu­
ments. This scribe was impressed w ith  
Jesus’ answers and evident wisdom.

H is question: “ W hich is the firs t 
commandment o f  a ll?”  This question 
was sort o f  a test fo r Jesus. But unlike 
the previous questions, this scribe wasn ’ t 
try ing to trick Jesus or embarrass him . 
The man wanted to see which things 
Jesus thought were most im portant in  
liv in g  a godly life . D id  Jesus rea lly  
understand the most im portant matters 
o f the Law , or was he sim ply a smart 
aleck upstart who was showing up the 
weaknesses o f the “ establishment” ?

The ensuing conversation gives us 
a b lueprin t fo r a life  that w ill please God 
and w il l  bring peace and jo y  to our lives 
today. Le t me show you what I mean.

1) K now  the L o rd  you r God (M ark 
12:29). Jesus is quoting the Shema' 
from Deut 6:4, a prayer and confession 
o f fa ith  which was used by pious Jews 
every m orning and evening. In the 
m idst o f  the pagan cultures o f their day, 
the godly remnant held on to the tru th  
about w ho God is, and that gave the ir 
lives stab ility  in spite o f persecution 
and social decay.

They confessed the ancient words 
o f Moses: the LO R D  (Yahweh) our 
God is one LO R D  (Yahweh). By this 
they expressed their fa ith , (1) that there 
is only one God, the Creator o f  a ll 
things; (2) that God has made h im se lf 
known to Israel; and (3) that Yahweh 
God has made a w onderful covcnan to f 
blessing w ith  Israel, so they can say he 
is the ir God.

Because o f Jesus Christ, and his 
death and resurrection, everyone has 
the opportunity to enjoy the blessings 
God promised through Abraham (Gen 
12:1-3) and the nation Israel. But too 
many people today don ’ t know  God, o r 
their ideas about Got! are a ll confused 
w ith other relig ions or popular secular 
ideas. I ’ m amazed to hear so-called 
Christians embracing reincarnation, 
mother-earth w orship, secular human­
ism and chance evolution. They ju s t 
don’ t know the ir B ibles, and so they 
don’ t know their God! (A t other times 
I hope to deal w ith  these issues in d i­
v idua lly .) For stabi lity  in your life , you 
need to know  who God is, and the on ly  
reliable source is in the W ord w hich 
God has given us. Be aware o f the 
re lig ious trends in the w orld , but mea­
sure them against the sure w ord in the 
B ib le. It w il l  bring w isdom and under­
standing to your life . (

2) Love the L o rd  yo u r God (M ark 
12:30). Some people th ink i t ’ s im pos­
sible to command love from  someone 
else— and yet the Lord God commanded 
Israel to love him tota lly. How could 
he expect his people to obey such a

command, a command based on the 
attitudes o f the heart? Certa in ly this is 
n o ta c iv il law which thee lderso f Israel 
could enforce w ith  threat o f  punish­
ment. No one can measure the love in 
another’ s heart. But God has so loved 
the people o f  the w orld , that he demon­
strated his love by g iv ing  Jesus to pay 
the price fo r our salvation. Doesn’ t he 
have the righ t to demand our love in 
return— especially i f  we desire the ben­
efits o f  eternal life  w ith  him?

W e are commanded to love God 
w ith  everything  we are and have. This 
means to seek God fo r his own sake, to 
desire to please h im , to long to know 
him better and more personally. W e 
need to throw all our “ heart”  in to  this 
love, fo r the heart in Jewish th ink ing  
was the center o f  the w il l,  the decision­
maker. When we have a made-up m ind 
to love God, the “ soul”  and a ll its 
emotions, attitudes and affections w il l  
fo llo w  along and enrich the re la tion­
ship we have w ith  God. Then we can 
en list a ll our “ m ind”  to leant about 
God’ s ways, and grow  in w isdom  and 
understanding o f him . And fin a lly , but 
very im portan tly , we can employ a ll 
our “ strength”  in physical strength and 
ab ilities, in leadership and other natu­
ral talents, to demonstrate our love fo r 
God by encouraging others to know 
him , too. Such a love w il l  natura lly 
lead to a holy life , freed from  the 
stresses o f sin and regret.

(3) Love yo u r ne ighbor (12:31). 
This command is “ lik e ”  the firs t, but it  
is s till the second command. I t ’ s no

secret that life  is much better when 
people act unselfishly to help others in 
need, and put others’ needs before their 
own. We ought to be thankfu l that 
atheists, mystics, New Agers and other 
re lig ious movements a ll practice a de­
gree o f love and compassion fo r others. 
Even drunks and open sinners can do 

that.
But on ly  when our hearts are fille d  

w ith  love fo r God can we really love our 
neighbor “ as o u rse lf’ , the way we would 
like  others to treat us. A ll  too often 
people w on ’ t love us back! They’ l l  use 
us, m istreat us, gossip about us, and jus t 
won ’ t be grateful. That’ s the test o f true 
God-given love (read M att 5:44-48). 
Recently a government report addressed 
a problem they called “ compassion fa­
tigue.”  So many people have so many 
physical, emotional and personal needs 
that workers in  social agencies, both 
public and private, are overwhelmed 
and g iv ing  up hope. How can you keep 
on lov ing  the unlovely, le t alone your 
enemies?

You can w ith  the love o f C hris t in 
your heart. He w il l  g ive you an a b ility  
to help others, keep your p rio rities 
straight, and not experience bum  out.

(4) Worship the Lord in spirit 
and tru th  (M ark 12:32-33; John 4:24). 
The scribe was actually excited by Jesus ’ 
response to his question. He saw the 
emptiness o f  the re lig ious systems 
around him , and he longed fo r reality. 
Jesus went to the heart o f  the Law , and 
revealed the L o rd ’ s real purpose in it.

As the scribe commended Jesus, he

compared the love Jesus spoke o f, w ith  
the sacrific ia l system w hich occupied 
so much o f  the Jews’ attention. He did 
not say that the sacrifices were useless, 
jus t that the sacrifices were not as 
im portant as love fo r God. Indeed, 
w ithou t love fo r God and fo r one’ s 
neighbor, the sacrifices become an 
im m ora l sham. In his answer, the 
scribe was fo llo w in g  the tra il o f under­
standing blazed by the O ld Testament 
prophets (1 Sam 15:22; Hosea 6:6; 
M icah 6:6-8).

We, too, must look at our worship 
and church activ ity . Is i t  motivated by 
a love o f  show? By desire fo r status? 
B y longing to f i t  in w ith  a certain 
group? In tim e, the emptiness o f  a ll 
these motives w il l  become clear, and 
you ’ l l  be tempted to abandon your 
fa ith  altogether. But i f  you take the 
time to recover your “ love a ffa ir”  w ith  
the Lord  Jesus, you ’ l l  find  p lenty o f  
real m otivation fo r praise, fo r private 
devotions, and fo r service fo r God and 
his church.

In the fina l analysis, Jesus was 
testing the scribe as much as the scribe 
was testing Jesus. Jesus’ evaluation 
was positive: “ Thou art not far from  the 
kingdom o f  God”  (M ark 12:34). Ihope 
he took Jesus’ hint, recognized Jesus as 
his Lord  and K ing , and entered in to  the 

kingdom .
But fo r us, this episode teaches us 

a pattern fo r successful kingdom  l iv ­
ing, whatever circumstances o f  life  

come our way.

Spring Term 
March 30 - June 12, 

North Portland Bible College
Tem porarily located at Berean Baptist Church  

4822 N . Vancouver Ave., Entrance on Wygant Street.
Spring Schedule, 1992 

March 30 - June 12 
Evenings, 6:30 - 9:30

Monday N .T . Survey I I I  Cross-cultural M usic and W orship 
Tuesday P.T. Survey I I I  Sermon on the M ount 

Wednesday Inductive B ib le  Study Defending the Faith 
Thursday W orld  Christian Outreach I I I  M in is try  to Urban children 

M ornings, 9:00 - 12:00 
Tuesday O .T . Survey I I I

Jesus Loves You!

Allen Temp k  CME CL urch
Psalm 34:3

4236 NE Eighth Avenue
(corner of 8th & Skidmore)

Portland, Oregon 97211
(503) 287-0261

Phillip S. Nelson Pastor

D O N ’T  G IV E  UP!!
Guaranteed Results in 24 Hours
Rev. Cooper
Spiritual Reader & Advisor
Are you sick suffering with bad luck? Hair falling our? Loss of 
nature? Someone crossed you? Need help in any problem? My 
work is with God. Get rid of your problems. If I cannot do it, it 
cannot be done. Readings by phone or by mail Also lucky 
numbers. Call for appointment or directions.

(215)333-5763 FREE READING BY PHONE

jBh. ÿcxnl 4Htsstanarç 
ÿap its i CCtfurctf

8101 N. Fiske Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97203

Church Pho.ie: 2 8 9 -0 1 4 7  Study Phon«: 2*9-1911

The Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church’s 
Second Annual Youth Revival

The Fellowship M issionary Bap­
tis t Church located at 4009 North M is ­
souri Avenue, where the Reverend 
Johnny Pack IV  is Pastor, would like  to 
extend an inv ita tion  to the Youth o f our 
C ity  as they make ready fo r the ir Sec­
ond Annual Youth Revival.

Th is year’ s Y outh R eviva l w il l  run 
the week o f A p r il 20th through A p ril 
24th, starting at 7:30 p.m. n igh tly . This 
year’ s theme is” Le t Y our L ig h t Shine”  
and the Evangelist fo r this year’s Re­
v iva l is none other than the ir very own 
Pastor, The Reverend Johnny Pack IV , 
B .TH . For more in form ation you may 
contact the Chairman o f the Evange­
lism  M in is try , M in is te r Roderick Cain 
at (503) 281-6684 or you may contact 
the Church O ffice  at (503) 249-0377.Reverend Johnny Pack IV

M allory
Church of Christ

3 9 0 8  NE M A L L O R Y  A V E N U E

Sunday Service 
10:45

Sunday School 
9 :3 0

Bible Study 
6 :00

Evening Service 
7 :00  P.M.

Theme: W hatever you're going to do 
for the Lord, do it now

I Peter Iv. I  1

Pastor Rev. James CE. Faulkner

MT OLIVET 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Has moved Sunday services to

Stone Tower Church, 
N.E. Sandy Blvd. & 30th

Worship Services 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Church School 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study, Wednesdays, 116 N.E. Schuyler

Radio Ministry each Sunday, 8:00 a.m. on KBMS

A Teaching Church With A Reaching Ministry 
Dr. James E. Martin, Senior Pastor

Church Office 116 N.E. Schuyler St. 
(503) 284-1954

Minister Gregory Fobbs

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Bible Study 

9:30 am.
Morning Worship 

10:45 am.
Men’s Training Leadership

Women’s Bible Class 
5:00 pm.

Evening Worship
6:00 pm.

Attended nursery for all 
services

Wednesday prayer meeting 
and bible study 

7:30 pm.
Radio Ministry Each Sunday, 11:00 AM - KBMS

288-1092
RESTORING

NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY

VANN & VANN
F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Mallory Avenue 
Christian Church

D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t

Cleodus Vann

Family Owned and Operated 
Since 1954

Serving the City of Portland 
for over 37 years 

In your hour of need
Vann &Vann are there to serve

503/281-2836
5211 N. W illia m s  P o rtla n d , O r. 97217

God's Presence promises 
Power through Jesus Christ In 
Good Times and Bod Times

MctttieuJ 7

"Come to me all you who ore 
weary and heavy laden and I 
will give you rest"

9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning UUorship
7:30pm Tuesday Bible

Study and Prayer 

Inter-racial Congregation Denzse P  Bell. P asto r

126 N.C. ñlberta t  Portland, OB 97211 t  (503) 288-5173
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