BY MICHAEL LINDSEY
Dean, North Portland Bible College

This series of comments is based
on the International Sunday School
Lesson, used by churches in many de-
nominations. We are presently survey-
ing incidents in the life of Christ from
the Gospel of Mark. For April 5, our
text is Mark 12:28-37.

As we join the Lord Jesus this
week on his way to the cross of Cal-
vary, the scene has changed dramati-
cally. No longer is he teaching his
disciples and attempting to avoid the
greatcrowds who thronged to hear him
and see his miracles. Now he is in
Jerusalem, in the final week before his
death. Hebegan teaching in the Temple
courts on Tuesday following his trium-
phal entry into the Holy City (Mark
11:1-11), and immediately faced the
questions and insinuations of the chief
priests, the teachers of the law, and the
Pharisees. Mark records five incidents
of confrontation between Jesus and
these religious leaders, including the
two in our text today.

Sometimes we paint 00 negative
apicture of these Pharisees and scribes.
As a group, they had become so legal-
istic that they were more interested in
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seeking people to enter the kingdom of
God and reccive eternal life. Butnotall
scribes were that bad.

Let's read today's text. A new
scribe had come by and observed the
arguments between Jesus and the vari-
ousreligious sectsof hisday. A*“scribe”
could write, and studied the law in
depth. Some scribes were Pharisees,
others Sadducees, others were nol par-
ticularly involved in religious argu-
ments. This scribe was impressed with
Jesus' answers and evident wisdom.

His question: “Which is the first
commandment of all?”” This question
was sort of a test for Jesus. But unlike
the previous questions, this scribe wasn’t
trying to trick Jesus or embarrass him.
The man wanted to see which things
Jesus thought were most important in
living a godly life. Did Jesus really
understand the most important matters
of the Law, or was he simply a smart
aleck upstart who was showing up the
weaknesses of the “establishment”?

The ensuing conversation gives us
ablueprint foralife that will please God
and will bring peace and joy to our lives
today. Let me show you what I mean.

1) Know the Lord your God (Mark
12:29). Jesus is quoting the Shema’

They confessed the ancient words

of Moses: the LORD (Yahweh) our
God is one LORD (Yahweh), By this
they expressed their faith, (1) that there
is only one God, the Creator of all
things; (2) that God has made himself
known to Isracl; and (3) that Yahweh
God has made a wonderful covenantof
blessing with Israel, so they can say he
is their God.

Because of Jesus Christ, and his
death and resurrection, everyone has
the opportunity to enjoy the blessings
God promised through Abraham (Gen
12:1-3) and the nation Israel. But too
many people today don’t know God, or
their ideas about God are all confused
with other religions or popular secular
ideas. I'm amazed to hear so-called
Christians embracing reincarnation,
mother-carth worship, secular human-
ism and chance evolution. They just
don’t know their Bibles, and so they
don’t know their God! (At other times
I hope to deal with these issues indi-
vidually.) For stability in your life, you
need to know who God is, and the only
reliable source is in the Word which
God has given us. Be aware of the
religious trends in the world, but mea-
sure them against the sure word in the

command, a command based on the
attitudes of the heart? Certainly this is
notacivillaw which the elders of Israel
could enforce with threat of punish-
ment. No one can measure the love in
another’s heart. But God has so loved
the people of the world, that he demon-
strated his love by giving Jesus to pay
the price for our salvation. Doesn’t he
have the right to demand our love in
return—especially if we desire the ben-
efits of eternal life with him?

We are commanded to love God
with everything we are and have. This
means to seek God for his own sake, to
desire to please him, to long to know
him better and more personally. We
need to throw all our “heart” into this
love, for the heart in Jewish thinking
was the center of the will, the decision-
maker. When we have a made-up mind
to love God, the “soul” and all its
emotions, attitudes and affections will
follow along and enrich the relation-
ship we have with God. Then we can
enlist all our “mind” to learn about
God’s ways, and grow in wisdom and
understanding of him. And finally, but
very importantly, we can employ all
our “strength” in physical strength and
abilities, in leadership and other natu-

secret that life is much better when
people act unselfishly to help others in
need, and put others’ needs before their
own. We ought to be thankful that
atheists, mystics, New Agers and other
religious movements all practice a de-
gree of love and compassion for others.
Even drunks and open sinners can do
that.

But only when our hearts are filled
with love for God can we really love our
neighbor“asourself”, the way we would
like others to treat us. All too often
people won’t love us back! They'll use
us, mistreat us, gossipaboutus, and just
won'tbe grateful. That’s the test of true
God-given love (read Matt 5:44-48).
Recently agovernmentreportaddressed
a problem they called “compassion fa-
tigue.” So many people have so many
physical, emotional and personal needs
that workers in social agencies, both
public and private, are overwhelmed
and giving up hope. How can you keep
on loving the unlovely, let alone your
enemies?

You can with the love of Christ in
your heart. He will give you an ability
to help others, keep your priorities
straight, and not experience burn out.

(4) Worship the Lord in spirit

compared the love Jesus spoke of, with
the sacrificial system which occupied
so much of the Jews' attention. He did
not say that the sacrifices were uscless,
just that the sacrifices were not as
important as love for God. Indeed,
without love for God and for one’s
neighbor, the sacrifices become an
immoral sham. In his answer, the
scribe was following the trail of under-
standing blazed by the Old Testament
prophets (1 Sam 15:22; Hosea 6:6;
Micah 6:6-8).

We, too, must look at our worship
and church activity. Is it motivated by
a love of show? By desire for status?
By longing to fit in with a certain
group? In time, the emptiness of all
these motives will become clear, and
you'll be tempted to abandon your
faith altogether. But if you take the
time to recover your “love affair” with
the Lord Jesus, you'll find plenty of
real motivation for praise, for private
devotions, and for service for God and
his church.

In the final analysis, Jesus was
testing the scribe as much as the scribe
was testing Jesus. Jesus' evaluation
was positive: “Thouartnot far from the
kingdom of God” (Mark 12:34). I hope
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it unnecessarily difficult for earnest,

lives stability in spite of persecution
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Israel to love him totally. How could
he expect his people to obey such a

This command is “like” the first, but it
is still the second command. It’s no
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revealed the Lord’s real purpose in it.
Asthe scribe commended Jesus, he

come our way.

The Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church’s
Second Annual Youth Revival

The Fellowship Missionary Bap- . ‘
7 \”en remple CME Cl’\UPCl’I tist Church located at 4009 North Mis- R
souri Avenue, where the Reverend o

Psalm 34:3

4236 NE Eighth Avenue
(corner of 8th & Skidmore)

Portland, Oregon 97211
(503) 287-0261

Phillip S. Nelson Pastor

Johnny Pack IV is Pastor, would like to
extend an invitation to the Youth of our
City as they make ready for their Sec-
ond Annual Youth Revival.

This year’s Youth Revival will run
the week of April 20th through April
24th, starting at 7:30 p.m. nightly. This
year’s theme is”Let Your Light Shine”
and the Evangelist for this year's Re-
vival is none other than their very own
Pastor, The Reverend Johnny Pack IV,
B.TH. For more information you may
contact the Chairman of the Evange-
lism Ministry, Minister Roderick Cain
at (503) 281-6684 or you may contact
the Church Office at (503) 249-0377.
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Spring Term
March 30 - June 12,
North Portland Bible College

Temporarily located at Berean Baptist Church
4822 N. Vancouver Ave., Entrance on Wygant Street.
Spring Schedule, 1992
March 30 - June 12
Evenings, 6:30 - 9:30
Monday N.T. Survey III Cross-cultural Music and Worship
Tuesday P.T. Survey III Sermon on the Mount
Wednesday Inductive Bible Study Defending the Faith
Thursday World Christian Outreach III Ministry to Urban children
Mornings, 9:00 - 12:00
Tuesday O.T. Survey 111
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