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THE FRIENDLIEST STORES IN TOWN SINC.

13 SEAVE , g
e G SPECIALS EFFECTIVE TUESDAY through SUNDAY WEEKOATS
TO LMIT MARCH 31 through APRIL 5, 1992 SUNDAY
L_OUANTITES MEMBER OF UNITED GROCERS 34N 0 TP
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Progressive Realty, Inc.
317 NE Killingsworth St
283-4542 IFax 283-2977
TS ] Progressive Realty is strategically located ininnes
NorthyNorthcast Portland. We are your Neighbor-
e hood Realtors, we live in the neighborhood, we
! Sl know the rcal estate market out there. We are
professionals cquipped with wols and Agents to
\‘ . serve your neighborhood in both buying and scll-
AL ing rcal estate
p \ " We contend that it is not necessary lor the North/
\ ! Northeast ncighborhoods to take the neighbor-
T\ hood out of the ncighborhood for buying and
- = sclling Real Estate, There arc other great Real
Estatec Companics in Portland, but Progressive Realty is located in the neigh-
borhood and can give you betier service. We care about our neighborkioods
and strive Lo circulate moneys carned at least two to three times in the neigh-
borhood before leaving it
Why not give Progressive Realty a chance to handle all your Real Estate
nceds. Call C.F. (Cliff) Richardson or any of the Agents in the company. i
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NEW STAFF

Youthful

by Mattie Ann Callier-Spears

While they were busily setting up
equipment and getting ready for an-
other one of their many performances,
the group “I-ZAYA" paused for a very
informative interview,

After looking at the spelling of the
group's name, I wondered “Who or
what is an I-Zaya?" | discovered that in
January of 1988, at James Madison
High School, the angelic harmonies of
three (of the current seven) young men
were overheard by one of the schools’
staff members. Although the young men
had only sung together in the halls at the
school or while riding in a car for fun,
the staff member immediately recog-
nized the God-given talent of these
three friends and their potential for
success as acontemporary gospel group.
The three young men were asked to
share their harmonious abilities in trib-
ute to the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
king, Jr. during a school’s assembly.
After agreeing, the group gave a perfor-
mance that will forever live in the hearts
and minds of everyone assembled for
the occasion.

Following their debut performance,
invitations began pouring in. Tim
Harper, Craig Warren and Rueben
Warren (who has now embarked upon
a career of his own as a well-known
comedian) were overwhelmed by the
outpouring of opportunities in other
states and invitations in and around the
state of Oregon. They had answered the
call to minister in song. They gave
heed to the call and formed “ISATAH.”
Approximately three months later,
Marlon Irving became a viable part of
this ministry, Their vision was expand-
ing.

It is now 1992, The group has
grown to seven: Tim Harper, Craig
Warren, Brian Sims, Alonzo Lincoln,
Jerry Harris, Solomon David, and
Marlon Irving. The group’s name has
now become “I-ZAY A which signi-
fies that they are the pioneers of Ghetto
Gospel Music in the state of Oregon,
The term “Ghetto Gospel” refers Lo a
method of sending an uncompromised
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Rafael Arellano.
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Pictured from left to right are Job Corp staff members Marco Navarrete,
Vincent Shorte, Poncho Gonzalez, Lana Barr, Kimberly Bridwell, Ollie Smith and

|-ZAYA
Ambassadors For The Lord!

Back row: Stan Edwards, Asst. Manager; Brian Sims; Alonzo Lincoln;
Bonda McCuller, Manager; Jerry Harris
Front row: Tim Harper; Marlon Irving; Craig Warren (not pictured,

Solomon David).

message that Jesus can and will save
young boys, young girls, men and
womenon the streets. Inessence, Ghetto
Gospel is gospel from and for the
streets.

[I-ZAYA claims that they are
“Prophets called by God.”

Vonda McCuller, the group’s man-
ager fornine months and alsothe group’s
“Spiritual Mom,” stated that she has
watched the group grow in size and
spirituality.

“God hastruly blessed these young
men and [ have been blessed simply by
associating with them.”

Another young man, Stan Edwards,
has been a real source of strength to
Mrs. McCuller, While she isat work, he
takes care of all the business arrange-
ments and appointments,

[-ZAY A’s music attracts the youth
of today with a healing and uplifting
message. The group’s members write

and produce their own unique sound.

Closer To The

JOB CORPS

TIM HARPER--(soprano) bornin
Portland and graduated from Madison
High School in 1988. He majored in
music and communication at Mt. Hood
and PCC Cascade. He is presently at
Cascade with two years remaining be-
fore he obtains his BA degree in Music.
He isone of two children born to Cheryl
Harper. Tim states that he would like to
give back to the community, in some
way, and continue to work with the
youth. He is presently working as the
choir director and teaching Sunday
School at the Highland United Church
of God.

MARLONIRVING--(tenor) born
in Portland and graduated from
Jefferson. Currently enrolled in Port-
land State University as a Business
Administration major. He plans to be-
gin his own record company. He is one
of five children born to REv. Samuel
and EllaIrving. Rev. Irvingis the senior
pastor of Albina Churchof God. Marlon

-800-344-4349

B K X N LNTTOR LN RN N I 25 ON 40K £

is one of the original group members.
He states that he is involved with the
group because of the impact the group
has on the youth of the community.
“Without the music, I-ZAYA’s minis-
try is not that effective. We're attempt-
ing to be accepted as a pure gospel
group like: Albertina Walker, Thomas
Dorsey and such. Just as direct and
straight forward as they were.”
CRAIG WARREN--(alto) gradu-
ate of Madison High School and now a
student majoring in Business Adminis-
tration and Computer Data at Portland
Community College/Cascade. He was
inspired by such groups as Commis-
sioned, the Winans, Deliverance and
others. He is one of three children, His
family members attend Maranatha
Church where he has served as a teacher
in Children’s Church, He sees -ZZAYA
as asuccessful business venture as well
as a very powerful ministry. He says
that, within the group, there are those
who want to produce and one day we
may have our own record company. I-
ZAYA is geared toward youth using
drugs, having babies and living on the
streets. They need to hear the gospel. It
concerns him very much. The one mes-
sage he would like to send out to the
community of youth is “If you are going
through something hard, try Jesus.”
ALONZO LINCOLN--(drum-
mer/back-up vocal) graduate of Madi-
son High School and one of two chil-
dren born to Brenda and Donald Lin-
coln, He states that he first wanted to
play a positive part in a male bonding
group and develop his talent on the
drums. He has performed in several
groups, such as: Disciples I Choir,
Zack & Tracy Clay-Harris and differ-
entchurch music workshops around the
community. He says that the group has
been ordained by God.*He will never
forget the group’s performance at the
Apollo. They sang “Children of the
Light” and won in two categories--
performance and stage appearance, His
message to the youth is: “Strive for
something positive in your life and give
Continued on page 6
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