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Could Black History Repeat Itself In 1992?
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Cultural Training to
Celebrate African
American History
The Children’s Services Division

and One Church, One Ch
bining forces to take a “cultural jour
ney” through history

Story teller Askari, and the So-
journer Truth Dance Theatre will enter
tainand educate CSD caseworkers, f0s
ter parents and community t
leaderson Monday, February 24th, from
nine o’clock a.m. to noon at the
Maranatha Church, 4222 N.E. 12th
Street in Portland.

They will take participants on a
cultural enrichment journey that will
explore the secret language of slaves,
the function of language in the Africar
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American Community, and the rich-
ness of African American Cultur

The training is also a chance
inform the public about the importance
of providing racially and culturally com
patible foster and adoptive homes for
African American children, There are
currently 29 African American chil
dren available for adoption in the Port
land area.

Join us foranexciting and informa-
tive moming as Askari and Company
share their culture through dance, song
and stones.

Black History
Month At OSU

February is Black History Month
and Oregon State University (OSU) 1s
sponsoring a full calendar ol
organized by the Black Student Asso
ciation. Speakers, panel discus "
workshops and musical entertainment
will portray the black experience.
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rial Union Lounge r
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Black History Month is "that tune
of year, again” to consider the increas-
ing importance of Blacks demographi-
cally and economically, says Dr. Samuel
L. Myers, Sr., president of the National
\ssociation for Equal Opportunity in
Higher Education (NAFEQ). The asso-
ciation is composed of the presidents of
the nation's 117 Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).

Despite the impressive array of
bibliographic courses on Black His-
tory, views about the subject differ
sharply, Dr, Myers states in the Febru-
ary issue of Black Excellence maga-
ine, published by NAFEO.

Afrocentrists condemn Eurocentrists
for the overemphasis on the Western
experience of Blacks (and) the monoto-
nous recital of the horrors of slavery
leaves Blacks demoralized and embit-
tered," he emphasized in the
publication's lead editorial,

But, "Extolling the remarkable
achievements of the Black Pharaohs of
Egypt, the early universities in Africa
or possible the original African to who
all human beings trace their genetic
origins, leaves Blacks proud," the
scholar adds. "Theirs is a rich heritage
that predates Europe and America”.

With this ancient background, Dr.
Myers focuses on eleven historical is-
sues still impacting on modern Blacks
in America as we approach the close of
the 20th Century. One of these most

important issues is the current Ayers
versus Mabus case, now before the
United States Supreme Court. (Plain-
uff Jake Ayers filed suit against former
Mississippi Gov. Ray Mabus to de-
mand that the state provide facilities for
the majority of black students at Jack-
son State University equal to higher
education programs at histoncally all-
white University of Mississippi in Ox-
ford where now "Separatist” James
Meredith first "integrated” law classes
in 1961.

In the legal brief, filed in response
to the petition of Ayers et all,
"Mississippi, though admitting historic
underfunding of higher education of
Blacks, argues that the state is not re-
quired constitutionally to take any re-
medial action now that Blacks are free
tochoose any university," Myers writes.

The Ayers side argues that segre-
gation of Blacks--rooted in history--
continues and there should be
"unfettered choice” of all students to
attend any University in the state. Set-
ting a test score for admission to the
predominantly White university above
that which most Black students achieve
effectively (as a result of continued
racial disadvantages) excludes them
from admission to the University of
Mississippi (and) "they do not have
unfettered choice", according to Dr.
Myers.

"Underfunding historically black

colleges makes them less attractive 10
Black and White students who other-
wise would prefer them and thus "fet-
ters their choice,” the NAFEQO presi-
dent concludes.

On behalf of the HBCUs, NAFEO
engaged Prof. J. Clay Smith, a Howard
University Law Professor to submit an
amicus brief supporting Ayers, and the
Black College presidents “working out
of the necessity behind the scenes”,
mobilized support of for the case heard
before the Supreme Court last Novem-
ber.

"We should know the outcome in
June, "said Myers in referring to a pos-
sible court action the may become as
historic as the original Plessy vs
Ferguson "Separate but Equal” deci-
sion about a hundred years ago in 1896,

"Since Blacks are unique, in con-
trast to other minoritics, in arguing
before the Supreme Court for remedies
based on past legally prescribed segre-
gation, every student should be conver-
sant with this history" says Myers. This
month, especially, he suggests that all
students become conversant with ten
other "Black History" issues, ranging
from the "Colonial Codes" prohibiting
the education of Blacks before 1789 to
the 1954 Supreme Court decision strik-
ing down the "Separate but Equal”
Doctrine in elementary and secondary
education.
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fivilizations come and go, often leaving
their art as the only record of their
i accomplishments. It has been said that
a nation that doesn’t express itself in art is a
contradiction in terms; like a person without
a personality. A nation, like a person, must
identify with its past as well as its future.
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