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Trailblazer Robert Pack is a Keeper

by

The most direct route to the Port-
land Trailblazers may be through New
Orleans. Clyde Drexler was born there.
Wayne Cooper played at the Univer-
sity of New Orleans, and now comes
Robert Pack.

Robert Pack was all-conference,
all-district MVP, Louisiana all-star. All
everything at Lawless Senior High
School in New Orleans! The biggest
adjustment from high school in New
Orleans to college and then to the Pros
was:

A. The uniforms

B. The practice time

C. The food

““The food is a lot different.”” Robert
Pack said. *‘I’ve had to get adjusted to
it since being on the west coast at USC
and now in Portland. The food is a big
change. I love cajun food. I miss the
gumbo, the jambalaya and the red beans
and rice.”’ The subject of food didn’t
come up when the college recruiters
came around.

Pack talked about the recruiting
process: ‘‘You always have to look
beyond the coach. Check out the school,
to see if your going to fit in that envi-
ronment. Remember it's not just the
coaches. Some of the coaches are re-
cruiting you just for basketball. Hon-
estly, that's what their job is, to win as
many games as possible. As a student-
athlete, first you have to look at the
school’s environment. When you visit
the school, talk to the other players.
Ask intelligent questions of the stu-
dents you meet about the school. The
coaches don’t always give you the full
deal about what’s going on. It’s impor-
tant because the next four years of your
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life are going to be spent at that school,
in that area. You have to see if your
going to fit in, not just as a basketball
player, but also as a student...the social
life and everything else. You have to
have a good rapport with the head coach.
Most kids only meet with assistant
coaches. They only have a certain amount
of pull when it comes to playing time or
dealing with the whole college situ-
ation. That’s why you have to have a
good rapport with the head coach.™
USC coach George Raveling started
things off right with Pack. He came
down to Tyler (Texas) Junior College to
talk with Robert. *‘Before we even talked
about coming to USC, we just talked
about life in general, and different things.
Once I went to USC it was like a big
family That’s the way he treated every-
one--equally. He meant a lot to me. He
still means a lot to me in my life. Coach
Raveling was always there for me, even
when things weren’t going well for me
(trying to get into the NBA). His inter-
est went beyond school and my playing
basketball. He is a good friend of mine.”
Fack has a healthy amount of self-
confidence, but he is not a cocky guy.
He has a lot of heart. That was demon-
strated by his unlikely entrance into the
NBA. Notonly was he notdrafted in the
first round...he wasn’t drafted at all.
Not one NBA team even asked him to
try out in a rookie camp. Most people
would have taken thisas a ‘ *hit you over
the head’” sign that you were through.
Not Robert Pack. He played in the Pro
Summer League. ‘I just wanted a shot,”
Pack said. ‘‘Brad Greenberg saw me
and invited me to the veteran camp. “‘1
treated it as my only shot. I came into
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camp and worked hard and things worked
out for me.”” Pack talked about his first
experience in Blazer camp. ‘“When I
came (0 veleran camp it was a great
feeling to play with Clyde Drexler,
Terry Porter and guys ! had watched
play. I knew I was here for business.
['m trying to win a spot on this team
that has 12 returning players. I just had
to put thaton the side, knowing all these
guys are great players. I had to put
myself in their position and figure it’s
time for business now. I just realized
sometimes that I was playing with some
of the best athletes in the world. It's a
great feeling.”’

The rookie also had an important
message for kids. ‘A pro basketball
career wasn't promised to me. Even
though it was something I had always
dreamed about, I knew the chances of
making it were slim, I put things in
perspective. I knew I had to get a de-
gree, so I would have something to fall
back on. If I hadn’t made it to the NBA
I would have been lost without my
degree.’’ Ever since he left high school
Pack focused on getting his degree in
sociology. He got it in four years, and
plans to return to school for an ad-
vanced degree in counseling & educa-
tion. Pack likes to work with kids.

There are those who would say
Robert Pack was lucky to be added to
the Blazers. With the assists, steals and
free throw percentage he has brought to
the game, the Blazers made a good
deal. With the hearts and willingness to
give something back to the game and
the community, the City of Roses will
probably be the long term winner.

Welcome to Portland, Robert.

Jerome Kersey and Robert Parish, fight for the loose

demolished Boston 116-90.
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The 7th and 8th grade Pop Warner Football League héid its
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ball. Portland
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Fred Meyer/Trail Blazer
Youth Basketball
Tournament Set To Begin

The ninth annual Fred Meyer/Trail
Blazer Youth Basketball Tournament
is slated to begin on January 5, 1992.
Boys and girls in the sixth, seventh and
eighth grade that are involved in a
registered basketball league are eli-
gible to participate in the competition.

The tournament, a single-elimina-
tion event, will hold its preliminary
rounds at local schools in the greater
Portland area. Two teams from each
grade level will advance to the champi-
onship round, which will be played
prior to a Portland Trail Blazer home
game at Memorial Coliseum. All par-
ticipants will receive a free entry gift,
compliments of Fred Meyer and the
Portland Trail Blazers.

““The Fred Meyer/Trail Blazer
Youth Basketball Tournament is the
largest youth basketball tournament in
the state of Oregn,”’ said Wally Scales,
the Trail Blazers vice-president, spe-
cial events. ‘‘Last year we had over
1,200 boys and girls take part in the
competition.”’

Entries for the tournament must be
postmarked by Decen:oer 9, and can be
found at all 46 Fred Meyer Customer
Service Desks in Portland and south-
west Washington, and at the Trail Blazer
office (700 NE Multnomabh, 6th floor).
The entry fee for the tournament is
$25.00 per team, and teams cannot
exceed 15 players. A team roster must
be submitted with the application and
entry fee.

Congratulations!
Gresham
High School
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Prep Football
Class 4A Second Round Friday, November 15

Class 4A
Volley Ball 0

championship game. Alpenrose defeated Jefferson-Self Enhancement,
19-13. (pictured is #32 Jeff Bennett of Jefferson on a 45 yard run to score

a touchdown.) Photo by Veronica Green
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