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AIDS Educatlon Needed Now More Than Ever
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pass for gang initiations, particularly
those involving gang rapes of young
women, it would only take one or two
individuals with AIDS to infect a large
number of people. Considering the high
number of men who return to our com-
munity from prison we should be extra
concerned about an AIDS explosion.
Remember, you can carry and transmit
the virus for years before it attacks your
system. Let me be clear that AIDS can
and will strike anybody. I don’t care
how wonderful, clean and intelligent
someone is; if they have ever had unpro-
tected sex before you, they could be
unknowingly carrying the virus and, as
far as they are concerned, you could be
too. While trust should be a fundamen-
tal part of any relationship, nowadays
misplaced trust can be fatal. Think about
the fact that every unplanned pregnancy
represents the possibility that HIV was
transmitted.

[ cannot emphasize enough the value
of testing. As we have found with can-
cer, carly diagnosis can make the differ-
ence between months and years of life.
As we already know, African-American
access toand utilization of medical serv-
ices is limited. This makes us less likely
to know that something is wrong and
more likely to be very sick before we
seek hL‘][‘L

[ personally believe that the preva-
lence of HIV disease and AIDS in our
community is dangerously underesti-
mated. We can no longer gamble with
our future. No child in our community

should reach puberty without a thor-
ough understanding of AIDS and how
to avoid contracting HIV disease. The
same goes for every sexually active
adult.

As part of that education, we must
include working to help those who have
contracted the AIDS virus. We must
work to eliminate cruel and idiotic atti-
tudes towards those carrying the virus
and start developing strategies for care
of those who have reached the advanced
stages. We also need to help those who
are in the early stages live a lifestyle
which will delay the onset of the fatal
slages.

We at OMAC have been working
for three years to educate and protect
our community from a serous outbreak
and we are about to embark on a pro-
gram aimed at assisting individuals and
families already affected by the virus.
We need your help financially and in
volunteer time. We need each and every
one of us to show a little of the courage
Magic Johnson has shown to stop the
spread of HIV and other sexually trans-
mitted diseases in our community. Please
contact us at 274-1305 or 293-5870 to
make a contribution or schedule a pres-
entation to your organization, We are
also very willing to organize workshops
for training people within your organi-
zation to do HIV/AIDS education. Thank
you.

Yolanda A. Russell-Alexander

Program Director

Oregon Minority AIDS Coalition
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Now should the gay community
forget about the government’s phoney
war on drugs, which is really a war by
the police on the Black community.
We still need a community-controlled
Citizens’ Police Review Board with
the authority to oversee police behav-
ior and to correct abuses. The highly
publicized Community Policing pro-
gram, in which community leaders
support police policy, is no substitute
for, and is the opposite of citizen-con-

Measure 5 Was a

) Lhe EaiLor
Measuie 5 was a |

tha tay hurden from the
the a urgen M1l LHK

yax. It moved
s 1o the
without the arro-

utilitic
omeowners. Even
rant and outrageous raising of assess-
homeowners to pay more,
trick. It played
strations about
y into the

ments 1o torce
Measure 5 ‘was a cruel
istified fru

on people’s |

high taxes o0 put more mong

pockets of the big utilities
Now » have a tax limitation
measure put forward by the Oregon
tizens Alliance,and endorsed by Don

Mclntire, the right winger who 1niti-
ated measure 5. It also vill not lower
but it is

angry

L uregonans,

port from

taxpayers for OCA and its homophobic,
racist and sexist policies.

Let’s not be fooled again. What is
needed is a bill that specifically shifts
the tax burden from the individual
homeowners and wage earners to the
large corporations, to the utilities, to the
owners with large property holdings--in
short, tax the rich! This is an obvious
idea that has never been tried. Let’s do
it.

Let's also defeat the Oregon Citi-
zens Alliance’s numerous petuions to
destroy the lesbian and gay community.
In Hitler's Germany the population was
frightened and angry because the econ-
omy was crumbling. The Nazis scape-

trol of the police. We need a Citizens’
Police Review Board, independent of
the Mayor's Office and the police, run
by the grass roots community.

The high crime rates for Portland
indicate that Portlanders also need less
money spent on the police and more
money spent on jobs and social serv-
ices, the only real solution to street
crime.

Sincerely,

Adrienne Weller

Portland Radical Women

Hoax

goated Jews, Catholics, radicals, gyp-
sies and gays in order to let Krupps and
other large industrialists off the hood for
being responsible for the deteriorating
economy. They blamed Jews and other
minority groups instead of the profit
system. Hatred, fear and persecution of
tarteted groups was not the answer then.
Itisnot the answer now. Radical Women
believes the answer to inequality and
poverty is true, democratic socialism.
Perhaps you agree, perhaps you don’t.
But one thing we can hopefully agree
on--it is time to tax the rich!

Sincerely,

Jordana Sardo

Radical Women
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letters to the editor in response to any articles

we pu blish.

’@hc ﬁnrﬂ&nh (Dbseruer

(USPS 959-680)
OREGON'S OLDEST AFRICAN AMERICAN PUBLICATION
Established in 1970

Publisher
Alfred Henderson

Contributing Writers

McKinley Burt Operations Manager Dean Babb
Bill Barbe Joyce Washington Sharon Camarda
Sharon Camarda Accounting Manager Gary Ann Garnett
Mattie Ann Callier-Speat Gary Ann Garnett Jennifer Johnson

Public Relations
Chuck Washington
Sales & Promotions
Tony Washington

The PORTLAND OBSERVER is

published weekly by

Exie Publishing Company, Inc.
4747 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.

Portland, Oregon 97211
503-288-0033 « Fax 288-0015

Deadline for all submitted materials:
Articles: Monday, 5:00 pm--Ads: Tuesday, noon
POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes to: Portland Observer, P.O. Box
3137, Portland, OR 97208. Second class postage paid at Portland Oregon.

| The Portland Observer welcomes freelance submissions. Manuscripts and
d be clearly labeled and will be returned if accompanied by a
velope. All created design display ads become the sole property
not be used in other publications or personal usage,

without the written consent of the general manager, unless the client has
| purchased the composition of such ad. © 1991 THE PORTLAND OBSERVER.
SRESERVED, REPRODUCTION INWHOLE OR IN PART WITHOUT

PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED

photographs shoul
5{“” addressad ar
of the newspaper and can

ALL RIGHT

Subsecriptions. $25.00 per year.
| The Portland Observer-Oregon's Oldest African-American Publication--is a member
| of the National Newspaper Association--Founded in 1885, and The National
Advertising Representative Amalgamated Publishers, Inc., New York, NY.

Production Staff

| SUBSCRIBE |

I
| The Portland Gbserver |

I
i
ITHE PORTLAND OBSERVERI

| CAN BE SENT DIRECTLY TO :
| YOUR HOME ONLY $25.00 |
PER YEAR.
PLEASE FILL OUT,
ENCLOSE CHECK OR
MONEY ORDER,

AND MAIL TO:

SUBSCRIPTIONS

THe PoRrTLAND OBSERVER
PO Box 3137
PorTLAND, OReGON 97208

Name

Loy, s

: zipcode

:THANK You For READINGI
|THE PORTLAND OBSEFWER|

This past September and October |
had a regular little invasion of news
reporters here at my study and research
center on Northeast Alberta Street. Two
of them were from the Oregonian, one
from a Portland alternative paper and
another from Oakland.

Surprisingly, they did not come to
interview me about the long years of
research I've done in the field of Afri-
can and African American contribu-
tions to the science, technology and
infrastructure of the world--not just
America. What they were about was
the acquisition of data about the posi-
tion and activities of blacks in this
community at the time of PEARL
HARBOR. Nationwide, the media are
developing in-depth accounts of the
World War II naval catastrophe that
brought America into the largest and
most destructive of international con-
flicts.

Isay ‘‘surprisingly’’ because when
the reporters first called for appoint-
ments, I was quite sure they wanted 10
talk about my aforementioned study
area; especially since I have writien so
much in defense of the Portland School
District’s ‘‘Baseline Essays.”” Thatand
the fact of my early participation in the
development of this material for sup-
plementing the curriculum inrespect o
the contribution of minorities to the
world’s culture. Though I may have
been somewhat disappointed with the
original mission of those visitors from
the media, things may work out quite
well,

As usual, visitors are startled to
find rooms of book-lined shelves with
classifications of various areas of his-
tory, science, art, mathematics, reli-
gion, sociology, navigation, mapping,
education, language, semantics, busi-

R R AR R RN

persnﬁﬁjives

VYY" Y "Y S v Y ' YY OYoOUOo"s

| Was Right About Eternal Vigilance

ness, geography, literature, philosophy,
hermeneutics, archeology, environment,
politics and so forth. And then there are
the innumerable reference volumes:
English dictionaries, foreign language
dictionaries, thesauruses, encyclope-
dias, atlases, style manuals, technical
writer’s guides, medical and engineer-
ing handbooks, university-museum and
governmental archive sources, local,
national and foreign historical socie-
ties, foundation data banks, computer
and telecommunication protocols and
so on ad infinitum (youcan’trun down
to the library every day and get any-
thing done).

And then, of course, if you are a
real researcher there are the multime-
dia tools and hardware from copiers
and projectors to fax machine and 800
line. Also, there are a hundred note-
boods of my own writings, theories and
speculation. Now, you can understand
why I wrote here earlier of the appreci-
ated aid from a Beaverton electronics
firm in computerizing my data bank
until I can afford my own advanced
equipment (whenever that will be).
Obviously, I have advanced considera-
bly in my abilities to document and
verify minority contributions during
the 22 years since I wrote ‘‘Black In-
ventors Of America.”’

I say that because after one re-
porter had finished looking around in-
credulously and discovering that all ol
this material and effort was about the
discovery and documentation of black
contributions--a chosen life work--he
proved confounded because earlier when
he and his peers were following up on
the nationwide Baseline Essay contro-
versy nobody had mentioned my name;
and as it often turns out several of these
people were MY BEST FRIENDS!

Unfortunately, this is not an uncom-
mon occurence among owr group where
there is a prospect of media attention,
fees, contract monies or prestige.

Needless to say I did not take the
opportunity to indulge in any vitupera-
tive condemnation of several people
who in the past have demonstrated a
degree of envy, jealousy or greed--or
who have been reported by their friends
{0 have blocked me out of receiving a
contract or a grant. Most recently I was
described, ‘‘DOESN'T HAVE THE
DOCUMENTATION OR RE-
SOURCES.” Can you believe that?
Believe it, for this type of ugly conduct
hidden behind benign smiles and in-
quiries about one’s health has been the
destruction of many a valuable project
or contributor in our community.

No, I would notallow myselftobe
led intoany kind of mediacircus which
can only mean the denigration of the
participants and the distraction of the
public from the basic issue at hand--in
the particular case, the advancement
and support of documentation of the
Baseline Essays. We have just seen a
catastrophic example of what can hap-
pen when African Americans allow
themselves to be placed in a situation
where they publicly attack each other
(The Seante hearings on the Supreme
Court nomination).

While it’s tough to fund all of the
thousands of dollars for research each
year out of my SOCIAL SECURITY
CHECK, losing my temper would serve ,
no purpose. I'd rather my readers and
the parents to ask the teachers, princi-
pals and other organization to start
requesting my services again. Thank
you!

To contact me, phone 284-7080,

Fax 284-0484
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Why does Elder Abuse Occur?

Elder Abuse can begin with seem-
ingly normal conflicts and negative
interactions that can gradually build up
to abusive situations. Usually, in asitu-
ation where abuse occurs, one person is
providing for the other in some way,
while the other is reliant upon that
person for much or all of their care.

Elder Abuse may occur for a vari-
ety of reasons, but the most common
contributing factors are:

m Stress created by the care needs
of the elder.

® Inadequate financial resources

m Isolation and lack of emotional
support for elders and their care
givers

m Existing family problems and
dynamics

It's important to remember that
abuse can occur in any situation. The
abuser may be a relative, caregiver,
spouse, a neighbor, or even a salesper-
son.

What does the Law say about Elder
Abuse?

In the United States, all states except
two (North Dakota and Pennsylvania)
have laws against elder abuse. In Ore-
gon, there are laws specifically focused
on abuse of persons 65 or older, injury,
neglect, or failure to care for residents
of any age in nursing homes, and pro-
tective service to anyone over 18 who

-

Elder Abuse is Real

It is estimated that one out of eve
in a situation that may lead to

is aged, blind, or disabled.
Who is required by Law to report
Elder Abuse?

Oregon Law requires that the fol-
lowing people report elder abuse; em
ployees of:

® Mental Health Programs

® Oregon Human Resources De
partment

® County Health Department

m Senior Centers

m Nursing Facilities

m Hospitals

m Public Officials Working with
Elderly

@ Physical and
Therapists

# Information and Referral Work
ers

@ Outreach Workers

m Legal Counselros for Nursing
Home Residents

m Nurses

® Social Workers

® Physicians

# Police Officers

In addition, the following private

Occupational

citizens are required to report elder
abuse:
# Clergy Members
@ Relatives of Nursing Home Resi
dents
What is Elder Abuse?
Elder Abuse may be physical o

psychological

Elder abuse may be

ten elders lives
Ider Abuse.

committed by a younger caregiver or
houschold member upon an older friend
or relation, or may occur between two
older people who live together. Elder
abuse can occur even when there is

genuine love and affecti

onbetween the
people involved. Forms of elder abuse
Vsi .|I_ emotional, financial

or a combination of all three

may be p

Elder abuse may take many forms,
including:
® hitting or slapping

m withholding food/medication

® unnecessary use of physical re-
m yelling or insulting threats of
B misuse of funds
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[t may be difficult to tell whether

Elder Abuse is occurring, and even
more difficult to get the people in the
situation to talk about it. It may be
hidden by isolation or disguised by
what s«

lcasant home set-
ung

What should T do if 1 Suspect or
Know that Elder Abuse is

Oceuring

Call your local Area \gency on
Aging. or vour local | aw Enforcement
Agency. In Mul h County, call
the Apine 1 ion at 248
616, THD R 168
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