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Touch Of Elegance Heights Students Win 
chool” Video Contest

Sunday School. Th is  fa ll she w il l  enter 
U n ivers ity  o f  Oregon and major in  
b io logy. A fte r com pleting medical 
school, Dcbnam w il l  be a pediatrician.

Shabazz-Adams, the daughter o f  
W a lke d  Shabazz and Nobie H il l,  is a 
1991 graduate o f  The C atlin  Gabel 
School. W h ile  in high school, Shazz- 
Adams was a tra ilb lazer fo r A frican - 
Am erican women at C atlin  Gabel. In 
1990, Shabazz-Adams was elected 
student body president, the firs t A f r i ­
can-American female to hold that o f­
fice. She is also co-founder and vice- 
president o f  Sisters G aining Equality 
through Excellence and was selected 
princess o f O regon’s firs t A frican- 
Am erican festiva l. She w il l  attend 
Carleton College in N orth fie ld , M N  
and m ajor in  Physics or Education 
A dm in istra tion.

W arren, the daughter o f  Emmett 
and E loise W arren, is a 1991 graduate 
o f  Benson H igh School. A t Benson, 
Warren exercised her leadership where 
she founded the school’s S p irit C lub 
and served as president. A  talented 
graphic artist, W arren was ed ito r o f  the 
sports and freshmen sections o f  the 
1988 yearbook. She was also selected 
as the 1991 Craftsman o f the Year. 
W arren w il l  attend the A rt Institu te o f  
Seattle to enhance her art sk ills . Her 
goal is to  own an advertising agency.

W atson, the son o f  C lara La fay­
ette, is a 1991 graduate o f  Benson H igh 
School. Watson moved to Portland from 
Texarkana, Texas in his ju n io r year. 
W h ile  at Benson, Watson lettered in 
foo tba ll and track. This year Watson 
was selected as an alternate fo r the 
Shriners North A ll-S ta r team. He also 
won go ld  and s ilve r medals fo r the m ile 
and 400 meter relays at the Oregon 4 A  
track and fie ld  meet. Watson attends 
A n tioch  Baptist Church. He w il l  play 
foo tba ll and study business adm inistra­
tion at Portland State U n ivers ity  in the

Andrea Dionne Debnam Rukaiyah Naieemah Shabazz-Adams

Civil Rights Journal 
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Student video participant, Ebony 
Sloan, says, “Stay in school no 
matter what people say. "

STORY & PHOTOS BY 
DEAN CAMARDA

School sp irit, sm iling  faces and 
happy feet were in  abundanceTuesday 
m orning, June 11, at Gregory Heights 
M idd le  School. The occasion was to ac­
knowledge them as the winners o f  the 
“ Cool School’ ’ video contest sponsored 
by Foot Locker and K-S wiss shoes. The 
contest, open to a ll eighteen m iddle 
schools in the Portland d is tric t, was 
created to encourage students to w ork  
together as a team to com m unicate to 
the pub lic  and to one another the im po r­
tance o f  staying in  school. Using a 
creative m ix  o f rap, dance and acting, 
the tw en ty-five  partic ipating students 
produced a video that won new athletic 
shoes fo r the entire student body, teach­
ers and staff.

Accord ing to Sean Sloan, one o f  
the student participants, producing the 
video was fun  and the message is im ­
portant; “ I t ’ s good to stay in  school, 
because i f  you go out in to  the street 
there’s really nothing fo r you to do 
except the wrong things. ”  A lso  on hand

Michael Grice, Advisor for 
Portland Public Schools Youth 
Council
fo r the a ffa ir was M ichael G rice, adv i­
sor fo r the Portland Public Schools 
Y outh  C ouncil. He th inks it  is v ita l to 
reach lads before they are in high school, 
because by then i t ’ s often too late to 
help. G rice says, “ The reason w hy this 
corporate-public school co llaboration 
was such a success, was that i t  helped 
the kids to make a stay-in-school mes­
sage rather than us adults try ing  to con­
vince them to stay in  school. W e th ink 
i t ’s very im portant to fin d  ways to help 
more kids stay in  sch o o l-if i t  helps ten 
kids do that, I  th ink  i t ’ s w orth  i t . ”

The students should be proud o f  
themselves. They earned the rewards 
o f the ir earnest e ffo rts . The ideas that 
went in to  organizing the video were 
en tire ly  their ow n, and they worked 
together to produce a clear and potent 
message to the ir peers. I f  there was any 
doubt about the aim  o f the video, i t  was 
summed up succinctly by student, Odrick 
Sm ith, w ho says in  the video, “ D rink , 
drugs, gangs and violence are things 
that should be avoided by a ll youth. 
W ise up, stay in  school.”

Perspectives 
Parents Have to 
Think (and act) 
Positive by 
Professor 
McKinley Burt

Vincent Lamar Watson

Les Femmes has chosen 22 high 
school seniors to be presented in the ir 
40th Annual Debutante and C avalier 
B a ll, “ A  Touch O f  E legance.”

Dedicated to im prov ing  the lives 
o f  A frican-A m erican  youth, w h ile  pre­
paring them fo r life  after high school is 
one goal o f  Les Femmes. The Portland 
based organization o f women has de­
veloped a s tric t code o f  ethics and r ig ­
orous curricu lum  fo r the young people 
to fo llo w .

T o  reward the participants fo r fo l­
lo w in g  the ethics code and curricu lum , 
each senior who demonstrates academic 
success and service to the com m unity 
w il l  be honored in the form al ball on 
Sunday, June 23 at 8 pm in the Grand 
Ba llroom  o f  the Oregon Convention

Janet Marie Warren 

Center.
For seven consecutive weeks Les 

Femmes and the Portland Observer have 
introduced the 1991 debutantes and 
cavaliers. This week meet the rem ain­
ing fo u r-A n d re a  Dionne Debnam, 
Rukaiyah Naieemah Shabazz-Adams, 
Janet Marie Warren and Vincent Lamar 
Watson.

Debnam, the daughter o f  Chad and 
M auria Debnam, is a 1991 graduate o f 
Sl  M a ry ’ s Academy. W h ile  in high 
school, Debnam was elected to the 
student body Executive council w hile  
being active in the A frican-A m erican 
club, French C lub, M arians and E in ­
stein’s R e la tives-a  science club. 
Debnam is a member o f  St. P h illip  the 
Deacon Church where she teaches
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15,000 Black Jews Return Home; Wings Over Ethiopia, Part II
Black Music Month 

PAGE 7 BY PROFESSOR MCKINLEY BURT
Last week when I  began this ac­

count o f  the 3,400 year round tr ip  o f 
E thiopian Jews to the ir homeland in 
Israel, I  had no idea how many o f  our 
readers w ould not on ly  express a gen­
eral interest in  the sub jec t-bu t w ould 
make an immediate connection to the 
black female used by the French in their 
original design for America’s “ STATUE 
OF L IB E R T Y ”  (see M ay 22 edition o f 
the Observer, back page).

That is the reason fo r my choice o f 
one o f  the scores o f  B L A C K  M A D O N ­
NAS for this week's illustration. In many 
o f Europe's cathedrals and museums 
we find  paintings, statues and other 
relig ious icons that portray the M other 
o f  C hrist as an A frican  female. This is a 
concept derived d irectly  from  the B ib li­
cal description o f the actors who took 
part in the "Resurrection P lay” , and 
which was institu tionalized by the 'es­
tablishment church’ . There should be 
lit t le  wonder, then, at the choice o f  the

young French sculptor, Bartho ld i, o f  an 
A frica n  model to celebrate the * ‘ Eman­
cipation o f the B lack slaves in A m er­
ica” . France was a predominately Catho­
lic  country and the statue o f L ibe rty  
was o rig in a lly  a “ B lack Madonna” .

The A frica n  presence in the B ib le  
transcends both the O ld  Testament o f  
the Hebrews and the New Testament o f  
a developing theology. And i t  tran­
scends the geographical separations o f 
E th iopia, Palestine, Babylon, Kush 
(A rab ia  Fe lix ); E gypt and West A frica . 
But, consistently, the traditions and the 
literature (re lig ious and secular) reflect 
a “ Resurrection Theme”  based upon a 
mother o f  co lor, as often as not a v irg in , 
and w ho gave b irth  to a wooley-haired 
ch ild . The w orship o f  a black woman as 
the m other o f  the human race goes back 
to d im  antiqu ity .

A nd  now, scientists (paleobiolo- 
g ists) report after exam ination o f m an’s 
genes throughout the w orld , that 
“ L U C Y , A N  A N C IE N T  E T H IO P IA N

W O M A N  IS T H E  M O TH E R  O F US 
A L L . ”

Father Fernandez, a Catholic m is­
sionary who worked among the ‘C h ris ­
tia n ’ Ethiopians in  the 16th century 
said, “ They depict the ir Gods and he­
roes black, and the ir devils  and v illa ins  
w hite . They paint C hrist, the Blessed 
V irg in  and other saints in  b lack fo rm ; 
and devils and wicked men, white. Thus 
C h ris t and his apostles are black and 
Judas, w hite. Annas, Caiphas, Pilate, 
Herod and the Jews are w hite, w h ile  
M ichae l is black, and the D e v il, w h ite ’ ’ 
(J A .  Rogers, 100 Amazing Facts, p.100).

N ow  then, a very d is tu rb ing  ques­
tion  arises about that heavily  traveled 
route between Israel and E th io p ia - in  
both d irections. Last week I m entioned 
so lic itin g  opinions about th is sudden 
“ E th iop ian  A ir l i f t  Caper”  and several 
replies are in , includ ing reader specula­
tion. M any, inc lud ing m yse lf, are say­
ing , “ W a it a m inute, ho ld  the phone” .
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Black Madonna 
(Virgin Mary): Her 
portraits and 
statues are found 
in cathedrals and 
museums all over 
Europe. This was 
oannoiois mooei 
for the STATUE 
O F  LIBERTY.
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