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Frank White is shown riding champion show horse “Gems Amazing 
Grace“

As a tw elve year o ld  grow ing up in 
Jackson, M ississipp i, Frank W h ite  o f­
ten wondered what his future w ould  be 
like  in  years to come. He knew that 
being black and liv ing  in the deep south, 
opportunities, i f  any, w ould be fa r and 
few  between.

He also knew that the cotton fie lds 
o f M iss iss ipp i, o r any other job , w ould  
not be attractive-not on ly  because o f 
the co lo r o f  his skin, but m ostly, be­
cause he could neither read or w rite .

As the oldest o f  nine brothers and 
sisters, Frank knew he had to w ork 
some where to help his parents support 
the fam ily . So he w ent to w ork  in a 
stable fo r a w hite businessman, helping

to care fo r the horses. I t  was there he 
developed a love a ffa ir  fo r the anim al 
(horse).

A t the age o f thirteen, he learned to 
ride, to feed them properly , to care fo r 
them when they were sick, to shoe 
them correctly , and to help the mares to 
give b irth  to the ir colts. A s  a teenager, 
Frank White substituted books for horses. 
I t  was a education w hich today ranks 
him  as one o f the most knowledgeable 
and respected trainers and breeders o f 
show horses in  the country today. H is 
reputation as a “ Class A c t”  extends 
in to  Canada as w e ll.

N ow  f i f ty  years o ld , the Junction 
C ity  resident looks back over the years

and readily acknowledges that life  has 
been good to him .

“ W hen I  le ft home at thirteen, 
people thought I was crazy. They to ld  
me that since I cou ldn ’ t read o r w rite , 
there was no way I cou ld  make i t  in  
l ife ” , he remembers. “ B u t” , he added, 
“ m y parents always to ld  me a person 
could be anyth ing they wanted to be i f  
they pu t the ir m ind to i t ”

A nd  one look at the more than 500 
awards Frank has received, inc lud ing 
some 250 fo r  1st place, serves proper 
notice that he has, * ‘put his m ind to i t . ”

For a man w ithou t a fo rm al educa­
tion , Frank W h ite  is a very smart man. 
“ Business smart”  w ith  a m ixture o f 
"sch o o l sm art” , and “ street sm art.”

He wanted to be a success, and he 
knew in  order to do so, he w ou ld  have to 
set his p rio rities. N um ber one was to 
become financially secure. Number two, 
w ork  fo r h im self. Num ber three, b u ild  a 
business that w ou ld  comm and the re­
spect and patronage o f those w ith money.

Frank knew that people w ith money 
attracts people w ith  money. He also 
knew that a bad environm ent was bad 
fo r business. He was carefu l to  associ­
ate h im se lf w ith  friends who avoided 
l ife ’ s temptations.

“ I  lost many friends because I didn’t 
foo l w ith  drugs or a lcoho l,”  he claims.

Leaving M iss iss ipp i at the age o f 
nineteen, he traveled to New Orleans, 
Los Angeles, O ntario, C a lifo rn ia , 
W ashington State, and fin a lly  ended up 
in Junction C ity , where he today boards 
and trains some 22 show horses fo r his 
c lienta l. He also has five  prize w inn ing  
champions o f his ow n that he breeds fo r 
sale. The going rate fo r those tw o horses 
range from  $25,000 and up.

So far business is good. N ext week­
end, Frank travels to M t. Hood w ith  his 
sights set on bring ing  home at least 15 
firs t place awards.

Yes fo lks, fo r some one w ho nei­
ther reads or w rites, Frank W h ite  is an 
amazing man.

A laa  A bde lnaby has a lready 
watched (or played in  ) enough N B A  
basketball games to equal three college 
seasons at Duke U niversity. He m ostly 
watches from the bench as a Trail Blazer, 
but A laa knows that there are better 
days ahead and much to be learned 
about the professional game.

As a Duke B lue D ev il, A laa had 
the opportun ity to participate in  three 
N C A A  Final Four tournaments, (87-
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90). Duke never won the big one during 
his tenure, but he received the opportu­
n ity  to showcase his talents on national 
te levision, meet athletes that w i l l  be 
friends fo r life , and p ick  up some nice 
jew e lry  to say the least. P laying the role 
o f  a bridesmaid three times in real life  
w ould send most people into hiberna­
tion or erode one’ s self-esteem. Bas­
ketball is a d iffe ren t story. A laa is used 
to being at the b ig dance. The on ly 
difference between the b ig  dance going 
on at M em oria l Coliseum this week, 
compared to other sites he’s known in 
the past, is that A laa ’ s not dancing 
much. I t ’ s been m ostly toe tapping from 
the bench, p laying hard against C l i f f  
Robinson in pre-game warm ups, or 
goofing o f f  w ith  one o f  his little  * ‘ ball- 
boy friends” . W hen he has been called 
out to dance, A laa has shown flashes o f

brilliance and a w ork ethic. W hen ques­
tioned about not being able to pa rtic i­
pate as much as he w ould like  at the big 
dance, A laa, clearly the most articulate 
T ra il Blazer, admits that i t ’s tough.

“ M ost o f  the tim e I ’ ve been a 
contribu tor at the big dance,”  he said. 
“ I t ’ s hard and frustrating fo r me be­
cause there are things that I see out there 
and things that are happening out there 
and I can’ t live  it  out. R igh t now, m y 
thing is to observe and hopefu lly  learn 
from  every situation I ’ m exposed to on 
the court. This, the N B A  P lay-offs, is a 
new situation fo r me. I ’ ve got to  leant 
from  this. H ope fu lly , when m y time 
does come, I ’ l l  be more aware o f the 
intensity level and what i t  takes to 
compete. I t  may sound a lit t le  ‘c liche- 
ish ’ to say that I ’m going to w ork  hard 
un til my time comes, but i t ’ s true.”

Contrary to the ego’ s o f most N B A  
players, A laa says that a young player 
or any player can learn from  s itting  on 
the bench. “ You can learn how the 
game is really played,”  he said. I t ’s that 
attitude, said Blazer coach R ick A d e l­
man, that w ill make him  a better p layer 
and enhance his stay in  the league. ‘ ‘ He 
has a great attitude and he works very 
hard. A laa is very good fo r this team 
too. Some guys w ould have a problem 
w ith  his role, but he sees the b ig picture. 
He knows that he can play in this league 
and he knows that he has a lo t to leant. 
We are glad to have h im .”

Born in La iro , Egypt, A laa was the 
25th player selected in the 1990 N B A  
draft. A  strong fina l fou r appearance 
and a solid senior season (15.1 ppg and 
6.6. ppg) really increased his stock tre­
mendously. He on ly averaged 8.5ppg 
fo r his career at Duke U n ive rs ity  and he 
played in the shadows o f Danny Ferry, 
Johnny Dawkins, and D avid Hender­
son. The average 3.1 ppg and 2. lppg  as 
a Blazer in 6.7, m inutes (43 appear­
ances).

“ I learned a great deal at D uke,”  
he said. “ I t  prepared me w e ll fo r this 
level, but there are s til l adjustments. 
Things like  handling other players and 
what they like  to do (o ffensive ly and 
defensively), refs, crowds, and watch­
ing guys like  Buck (W illiam s), Duck,

and M ark Bryant prepare fo r games and 
carry them selvesoff the court has taught 
me a lo t too .”

W hen questioned about how he 
maintains his self-esteem and co n fi­
dence on the bench, the B loom fie ld , NJ 
native shook his head slightly and looked 
this reporter straight in to  the eyes.

“ I t ’ s hard” , he said . “ Y our ego 
takes a beating. Y ou  want to be out 
there, you love to p lay the game, and 
you are used to begin looked at as someone 
im portant or as an im portant cog (in  the 
wheel) and when you ’ re not, i t ’ s hard to 
a ll o f  a sudden put your se lf-w orth  on 
one th ing and say ‘okay, this is some­
th ing I ’ m good at o r not good a t” . It  
goes d o w n h ill from  there.

A re  you suggesting that you w ould 
do something much d iffe ren t than the 
player you find  yourse lf watching from  
the bench?

“ N o t ju s t that. I t ’ s so easy to do 
that. Reporters do i t  a ll the time. They 
sit there and say ‘God, why d id n 't they 
make that p lay? ’ I t ’ s a lo t harder than 
they th ink  i t  is. There have been times 
when I ’ ve gone into games and i t ’ s not 
as easy as it  looks. M ore than anything, 
there is a b ig  part o f  me that loves to 
play. A l l  o f  me loves to play. P ick up 
games, one-on-ones, games w ith  ba ll- 
boys, and I know my opportunity is not 
there yet: I ’m not w orried, though, 
because it  w il l  be there.”

There’s not much that bothers A laa 
these days, except fo r the chants o f 
“ A laa, Alaa, Alaa, A laa ”  when the 
Blazers are c learly ahead or out o f  a 
basketball game. “ I ’ m not a v ic to ry  
c igar” , said A laa in  reference to a story 
published in W illiam ette  W eek by the 
often critic ized Jim Patton. “ I ’ m a bas­
ketba ll player.

A laa doesn’ t w o rry  much because 
he has one o f the best jobs in  Am erica, 
a fine group o f co-workers, and being at 
the big dance is what he enjoys the 
most. Remember, he’ s used to being at 
the big dance. A laa ju s t want to ‘ shake- 
a-leg’ and break in  those N ike  tennis 
shoes he’ s wearing, in  the N B A  p lay­
o ffs  and championship series that is-not 
in  warmups.

Western Confernece Semi-finals 
Jazz vs Blazers
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Blazers win game one at the Memorial Colisuem

Dr. Chuck Kunert's
CONCORDIA BASKETBALL CAMPS 

High School Team Camp 
June 23-28, 19S1 

Individual Girls' Camp 
June 30-July 3, 1991 

Teaching fundamentals and team 
play in a Christian environment. 

Resident and Commuter 
Reasonable Fees

Dr. Chuck Kunert 
Concordia College 
2811 N.E. Holman 

Portland, OR 97211

Call 288-9371 ext. 7137  
or 282-4495 or write:

Say you saw It In the 
Portland Observar

For Best Results 
Advertise in the Observer
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The Small Business Bottom Line Report,M

Howto
increase your sales 

by 27%.
A leading national daily business 

journal reports that up to 27% of all 
customers who get a busy signal on 
their first call, go elsewhere. What are 
busy signals costing your business?

Here's how to make sure you don't lose 
the 2 7% your competition maybe gaining.

Adequate Phone Lines: By making 
certain you have enough lines for customers 
to get through, especially during peak 
business hours, you may eliminate losing 

sales to a busy signal. 
In-Coming vs. Out-Going 

Lines: By assigning some 
lines only to in-coming calls 
and others to out-going, you 

increase your productivity. 
Clients are less likely 
to get a busy signal

calling in and you are more
likely to get a line out.

Lines for Fax and Data: By putting 
your fax machine on its own line, you 
eliminate callers hearing fax tones, and you 
can be on the phone and the fax at the same 
time. To make sure your lines for talking 
business stay open with 
less chance of callers
getting a busy signal, 
transmit all your fac­
simile and data on lines 
just for fax and data.

Increase your oppor­
tunities to do more 
business by reducing
busy signals during your busy hours.
Call a U S WEST® Communications small 

business specialist to order the phone 
lines you need.

Because it's not just a phone 
line, it’s your bottom line.M 
242-3384.

UKWEST
COMMUNICATIONS @
Making the most of your time. ‘
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