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- A Lion At Bay?
Center Closure Eminent .
n ; BY PROFESSOR MCKINLEY BURT Orcggn.who at the beg'lnnjng of his -':
Without Funds...Now TPt . s |
. “ here is a common saying when tance from taxpayer, staff and commu- X
In keeping with that mission the Cen- a person is caught in a deep, nity alike. Today, however, the climate s

Ron Daniels alludes
to the shamefulness

' of war
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I he Grace Collins Memorial

Community Center which was
founded by Grace and Evelyn Collins
over40 yearsago is facing yet another
threat of shut down.

The Center has been plagued with
numerous problems recently includ-
ing threat of closure by Children's
Service Division in October, 1991 for
violations that had gone uncorrected
for some time. With support from a
few of the parents whose children are

of the Multnomah County Sheriff’s
Department, won a ninth hour appeal
and was granted a temporary license.

The Center, under the direction of Stan
Peterson has been operating according
to plan and is up for a final CSD review
in May of 1991 at which time CSD will
determine if sufficient progress had
been made in the areas of staffing,
sanitation and curriculum. At this time
CSD expresses optimism about the future
of the Center. The regulatory agency
has taken an unprecedented and excep-
tional roll of resource and support of
the Center to assist during this period.

vide low cost day care for mothers who
wanted to work rather than remain on
welfare and other assistance programs.

ter has continued this practice and
until recently had been able to oper-
ate at a loss because of contributions
from friends and support for the work
Miss Collins was doing in the com-
munity. The Center was also able in
past years to obtain grants from such
organizations like the Collins Foun-
dation, Fred Meyer and the Temple-
ton Foundation. Several churches,
primarily outside the Community have
been ongoing supporters of the work
of Miss Collins.

Today many of the past support-
ers have passed on and their contribu-
tions have not been replaced. Rates at
the Center have gone virtually un-
changed yet the cost of all aspects of
running the Center have increased.

1000 letters during the past three
months to local churches, organiza-
dons, private individuals in the city
and around the state and public offi-
cials, local, state and federal, many of
whom know Miss Collins and her
work in the community.

With all their combined efforts
the Center is barely able to make pay-
roll from week to week for its 18
members who are paid only mini-
mum wage and have no benefits.

The Center's worst financial woes

deductions, but has not paid payroll
taxes assessed on a quarterly basis.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

pensive pose,”” You're a study in
blue...what on earth is on your mind?"’

That was the immediate reaction
when we saw school superintendent
Matthew Prophet’s full-page portrait
on the cover of the Sunday Oregonian
Northwest Magazine. The feature ar-
ticle, **The Perils of Prophet: The Head
Of Portland’s Schools Feels The Heat™,

77

Matthew Prophet

look to our own features. Hardly into
the article, another familiar standard
was recalled as writer Bill Graves set
the tone, **The best laid plans of mice
and men often go astray.”’

But, here, we are not reflecting
upon the characters of a play (‘**Of
Mice And Men’), but upon the frus-
trated hopes, plans and aspirations of a
community and a school district-all now

state’s wealthiest school districts, led
by the highest paid public executive in

isremarkably different. And the man is
“‘defensive, indignant'’ it is said. The
Black United Front is “‘angered.”’

It 1s the school board, of course,
which has earned the same critical ap-
praisal as the “‘lion at bay’’. This is not
asituation wherecomprehension yields
simply to being made aware of such
transgressions as when ‘‘Prophet and
board member Joe Rieke took steps to
keep a labor agreement with classified
school workers quiet until after the
election-chief Deputy Donald McElroy
in agreement.”” School board member
Joe Rieke is directly quoted, ‘*“We are
attacked for behavior in the political
arena, and attacks like that divide
people.”” Wasn’t something once said
about ‘Caesar’s wife'?

Reader may recall that last July I

Duality, by A. Lee _ P The Center runs deeper in the red _ 1 " o et
ty’ y - : with each passing day. Miss Collins I { did a two-page spread which h:ghlighr.c_d.
Henderson Grace Collins with her kids and the Board have written nearly among other gross and arrogant fail-
PAGE 3 ures of this district, a description of a

black parent’s frustrating exchange with
the implacable mindset of Portland’s
school board. Briefly, this particular
piece focused upon a board member’s
diffident (contemptuous) reply to cita-
tions of the district’s failure to acquaint
their child with any vestige of her Afri-
can American heritage-this, after mil-
lions in monies and man hours were
spent to import noted historians in the
field, and to develop a number of re-
lated Baseline Essays along with cur-
riculum aligned materials. Earlier, I

cared for at the Center, some con- The Center has operated s an in-  are now facing it in the form of unpaid it o e g W , .
The J efferson cerned citizens from the community  tentionally subsidized program sinceit  payroll taxes in collection with the a{t lng‘gcr_h C_‘.’(i" ‘_"_‘“}f“" I'f"‘m Fj“;mc had Soquenty c“‘fd acor‘mswmfall-
Dancers prepare for and some public officials, the board ~ was founded. Miss Collins and her  IRS. In order 1o pay staff the Center ;,‘mdlwgfu”'ﬁg} '?”"" C"ir - L::n (;0;" bt dcglwerll;e p{h‘)d:"a ui' dlhe iol?c-
a of Di haired hL. . mother Grace CO"inS wanted to ro- h 1 : ortland s k‘ ucauon %i)'!s ‘.:m' n S sumer. Something that would no!
a busy Spring i by Raiph L. Devis P 8 caleuiaed wages aad made all reported, this is occurring in one of the tolerated in industry.”’

___Idonot believe this community is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

TP e

student seeks - .
A iy« | Anti-Hate Crime
funds to visit Africa T 5 C : h
PAGE 5 . T s . sy bl Legislation Introduced

Unlﬂed SChOOI Dlstrlct Fund Ra|3|ng WYden HOStS ing in Oregon.’” He cited a 40% in-
The Harlem Event For The Mar"n Luther King, Jr. Town Meetin S o crease in reported crimes of prejudice
Renaissance and SCh°|arSh|p Fund ~ between 1989 and 1990 in Oregon.
Marcus Gawey .The Martin Lumer}(ing,.Jr. Schol-  changed an inner-city high school that v ““Just in 1990_1here were 343 re-

E : arship Fund of Oregon is having a fund had been torn by violence, low achieve- ported hate crimes in our state,”” Dwyer
examined in raising banquet to commemorate the ment and lack of community confi- said, citing a recent report by the Ore- q{
upcoming book life of Dr. King on Saturday, April 6, dence into a school which now has an gon law Enforcement Data System. *'1 %

PAGE S 1991,6:30 pm, at the Red Lion Jantzen  attendance waiting list, and where nearly am appalled at the extent of racially- £
Beach Hotel, Portland, Oregon. 80% of the graduates enroll in college. motivated crimes in this state-the threats R
Dr. George J. McKenna 111, super- Because of his success, Dr. McKenna's and the violent acts.”’ Y
Vera Katz urges intendent of the Inglewood Unified  programs are being widely modeled Sat Citing National Council of Churches B
School District will give the keynote  throughout the nation. turday March 23, data of 121 hate inspired murders be- o
Governor Roberts to The scholarship fund incorporated 1:30 10 3:00 PM tween 1980 and 1986, Dwyer said, * ‘we 3 &
respond to the gang in 1971, and located on the Portland Lake Oswego Community Center must send the message 1o Skinheads, i o
problem State University campus offices do- S(EE:VO?\VS:;EC[ N;o-Nazis and any oﬂlel:‘ ::alte gpostles i-.
mtd by the Universy, s provies Mordey Mareh 25 g o B
] wIalling‘ more than 5403000 in educa: fhrgrig 8530 - ‘*Neo-Nazis organizers have ap- A
tional assistance. Bcuer' than 95% of Cherry Park United Methodist parently targeted Oregon as a haven for ’ d
I the contributions are utilized in direct S hatred,”” Dwyer said, ‘‘But the judge- N
N D Ex scholarship assistance, with the small ol e orge ment against Tom Metzger and the in- k
» i remainder going to defray the operat- W ednefgamalﬁarch 27 Rep. Bill Dwyer (D-Springfield) creased discussion, within your col- é
ing expenses as a non-profit charitable 7:00 to g"30 PM Calling his anti-hate violence pro-  leges and political forufns. shqws tht "
News 2 corporation. These contributions have Troutdal C Hall posed legislation a *‘fitting response to ~ people are ready to unite against this
Religion 3 been made available to the fund over r‘:& ;l;l('llif' utter cruelty and inhumanity, ‘‘Rep.  monstrous brutality,”’
Entertainment 4 the years through the generosity of A snbir-apy Bill Dwyer (D-Springfield) pressed his bechyer;sm bill would add mulrd?f
corporations, organizations, and mem- House colleagues to pass HB 2488, ‘‘because of the victim's race or color
:ews 5 bers of the Oregon community, who SP(:E;:;S!;OGRAIJ':S?ILVC;%IEENNT which calls for adding racially moti-  to the existing aggravated murder stat-
XS 6 are concerned about the future of our Saturday. March 23 vated murder to Orcgon’s death pen-  ute (ORS 163.095). If adopted, racially
News 7| Dr. quma J. McKenna lll youth, i 0_0: ay, rc M alty statute. motivated killings would join murder
Classifieds 9| Superintendent of the Inglewood Proceeds from this event will pro- RO AM W 1200 F Referring (o the November 13,1988 for hire, the killing of a police officer
Bids/Sub Bids 9 address on ‘‘Recommitment To The vide scholarship assistance to minority Weslmu:;g:; ;résbylcnar;(?hurch murder of Ethiopian national Mulugeta  and other heinous homicides among
Dream..Educating Youth For The  students who might not otherwise be _—— Seraw and 1o the carlier murder of those eligible for the death penalty.
Workforce In The 90's And Beyond.” able to get a college education. Porﬂand Portland resident Stanely Reed, Dwyer Urging House Judiciary members
Nex t Week As the principal of George Wash- Make a commitment 10 join us for SN0 RSN S Sgus Rue our called for the Legislature to *‘send an 1o “‘elevate into the fraternity of hei-
ington Preparatory High School, lo- this celebration. Tickets may be pur- community show violent crimes against | =L crystal clear messagethatwe  nous homicide those who kill with racial
In the Locker Room: cated in south central Los Angeles, Dr.  chased for $30.00 per person at the fol- ;vomenfare - sngnnggm:lly. Plﬁ:alsc]om mean business on this issue."” hatred as their cause,’’ the Springficld
Robert Parish: A Sec- | McKennadevelopedandimplemented  lowing locations: e gy ey “*Hate crimes were reported in 20 legislator said that the current legisla-
# the preparatory school model, a progam Ms. C’s Wigs: 707 N.E. Fremont, zal.ioﬁs - ‘Ron 10 GICuis oW Sate- different counties in Oregon,”” Dwyer  tive session needs to “‘send a message
ond Wind, by Ullysses | suessing academic excellence at all  GlJoe's: All Locations, House of Sound Shate sutiat & u'dr doral leg. | S8id. “This isn’t just a Portland prob-  that we won't tolerate this type of gar-
Tucker, Jr. levels. In four years, he successfully  Record Shop: 3634 N. Williams. ?s;snf?npt:}aﬁan (;:I:n-an S— lem. Crimes of prejudice are increas- _bage in our state!™
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