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Mychal Thompson: 
The Lakers Are Fine

Bernard King

BY: ULLYSSES TUCKER, JR.

M ychal Thompson, the resident 
philosopher and team comic for the Los 
Angeles Lakers laughed when a Port­
land sportswriter suggested that his team 
was struggling this season under new 
coach Mike Dunleavy. “ We started off 
a little slow, but we are on pace to win 
sixty games this year. We have a vCTy 
solid basketball team .”

Thompson refused to accept the 
notion o f Los Angeles being just an 
average basketball team and no longer 
ranks as one of the elite teams in the 
NBA. “ People in Portland are a little 
blinded by the success of the Blazers 
this season. They have to maintain that 
type o f play for an entire season, not for 
ju st a couple of months. All teams go 
through highs and lows. The Western 
Conference, especially our division is 
highly competitive, and any team can 
go on a roll at anytim e.”

Thompson, the former U of M in­
nesota and Trail Blazer star, has some 
words of advice for the locals as they 
trek through their schedule. * * Don’t get 
caught up in your own success. You are 
as good as your last win in this league. ’ 
Take heed from a man who has won his 
share of NBA (two) championship rings.

Call it the “ Brothers Tlv e”  and 
the Pluggers if you will, but -ue M il­
waukee Bucks (21) are playing some 
excellent basketball this season. Pre­
dicted to finish in the bottom of the 
Central Division, long dominated by 
Chicago and Detroit, they are led by 
Ricky Pierce, Alvin Robertson, and 
Humphries-’’The Brothers” , as they 
are called by some in the Milwaukee 
black community (they average 52.6

Jay Humphries
points between them). As for the “ Plug­
gers, that’s Jack Sikma, Fred Roberts, 
Frank Brickowski, Dan Schayes <jpd Brad 
Lohaus average 47.2 points per contest.
. .Speaking of point production, the 
Golden State Warriors trio o f Mitch 
Richmond, Chris Mullins, and Tim Ha- 
roaway are averaging 71.3 o f the 117.9 
points their team is scoring. The W arri­
ors are only two games behind the Lak­
ers in the Pacific Division.

If Bernard King does not get se­
lected to the NBA All-Star game next 
month in Charlotte, the players should 
boycott the contest. King, currently 
averaging a league leading 30.2 points 
per game for the W ashington Bullets, 
shows no signs of the career threatening 
knee injury that sidelined him for al­
most two seasons. Recendy, he busted 
the Denver Nuggets for 52 points and is 
well on to one of his finest seasons as a 
professional. “ No one ever thought I 
could play at this level again,”  he said. 
He should definitely be selected by the 
coaches because King is not the media 
darling like Magic or Air Jordan. The 
system of fans voting for the All-Star 
starters should be changed.

Phoenix Suns Coach Colton Fitzsim­
mons, on the Dec. 7 u.ule that sent 
Xavier “ The X M an” McDaniel from 
the Seattle Supersonics in exchange for 
Eddie Johnson and two NO.l draft picks: 
* * I know a lot of teams in the Wes t d idn ’ t 
appreciate it, but I didn’t appreciate it 
when the Lakers got Terry Teagle and 
Sam Perkins. 1 didn’t appreciate it when 
the Jazz got Jeff Malone. 1 didn’t appre­
ciate it when the Spurs got Paul Pressey 
and Portland got Danny Ainge.”  What 
does Cotton appreciate? The Suns are 
10-2 since the trade for McDaniel.

Third Annual
Black Managers Forum
A live Satellite teleconference presented by 

Portland Community College 
and the American Management Association 

Wednesday, January 16, 1991
Join us as four outstanding black achievers share their special 
insights and knowledge of what it takes to succeed. The observa­
tions of Lee Thornton, Randolph W. Cameron, Michelle Hooper, 
R. Roosevelt Thomas, Jr. and Glegg Watson are especially mean­
ingful for a changing American workplace, one that reflects richer 
human diversity and more opportunities-and pitfalls-for black 
managers.

Call PCC to register 
244-6111, ext. 4655

Speedy 
Service 
Friendly 
Call for 
Quote!!!

Best Cash Prices
DAD'S OIL SERVICE 

Heating Oils
104 NE Russel St. 

Portland, OR 97212 
(503) 282-5111

Judge Roosevelt Robinson
seven other topics will be: Auto Acci­
dents and Other Personal Injuries, Do­
mestic Relations, Employment Rights, 
Medical and other Professional malprac­
tice, Child and Sex Abuse, Workers 
Compensation and Social Security and 
Estate Planning, Wills and Probate.

If you would like to gain practical

information about how our legal system 
can be made to work for people, come to 
the King Neighborhood Facility at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday night this week and for 
the next seven weeks. The price is right 
and you will be truly welcome. For more 
information or a flyer call (503) 223- 
8760 between 8:30 a.m. and 5p.m.

Make Everyday 
A Day For M LK.

#23 Denmark Reid, a sophomore at Jefferson High School, scored 27 
points to lead the Demos to an 81-53 win over Marshall last Friday 
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PIL BOYS SCHEDULE 
Friday January 11,1991,7:30pm

Benson at Cleveland Madison at Lincoln
Franklin at Marshall Roosevelt at Wilson

Grant at Jefferson

Holladay Park Medical Center

IFCACV

1225 Northeast 2nd Avenue 
(503) 233-4567 

Committed to Carter Opportunity fo r  Americans

24-Hour Job Line 239-3116
An Equal Opportunity Employer A Legacy Member

The legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. is 
more than a dream. It’s the power of love 
and kindness that he set in motion. Today, 
the need for MLK* (*More Love and 
Kindness) is greater than ever before. And 
sharing our lives, our love and our kindness 
with others will help to keep the great work 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. alive.
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