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The Locker Room by Ullysses Tucker, J r.

Eart 2
A.C. Green, from Benson to Oregon State

By Aaron Fentress
T h e ir  record was 24-1. 

V ir tu a lly  p e rfe c t, excep t fo r one tiny  
f la w . A n  e a rly  season loss to 
H ills b o ro  h igh schoo l had le ft a m ark 
on  the Benson T ech -m e n ’s record, 
and the o n ly  w a y  to  erase that loss 
was a rem atch . T h a t rem atch came 
fo u r  m on th s  la te r in  the last game o f  
the 1980-81 h igh schoo l basketball 
season. The state cham pionsh ip .

L e d  by 6 '9 " ,  a ll-s ta te  cen tc.r 
A .C . G reen , Benson avenged the ir 
e a rly  season loss, 74 -73 , and captured 
the state cham p ionsh ip . N ine  years, 
tw o  Pac-10 and tw o  N B A  
cha m p ionsh ip s  la te r. G reen can s t ill 
lo o k  back on tha t cham pionsh ip  
season and com pare it  to  those at 
O rego n  state and w ith  the Los 
A nge les Lakers.

"T h e y  a ll are prec ious in  the ir 
o w n  w a y  and d iffe re n t,"  said Green. 
"W in n in g  in  h ighschoo l was a great 
fe e lin g  because I t  was m y last year in 
h ig h sch o o l and m y last year w ith  
those team m ates, some o f  those guys 
I  haven 't seen again since w e w on. 
T he  Pac-10 cham pionsh ips were 
specia l a lso bu t they were d u rin g  m y 
freshm an and sophom ore years and I 
kn e w  I  w o u ld  be com ing  back 
fo l lo w in g  those seasons. A s  fa r  as 
the Lakers  go, those are so special 
because the season is so long  and 
you  trave l such a long jo u rn e y  to  get 
to  tha t p o in t o f  the season tha t you 
fee l so accom plished when it 's  a ll 
over."

The one constant present in  
a l l o f  G reen 's basketba ll 
cham pionsh ips is  his h igh  le ve l o f  
p lay . W h ile  lead ing Benson to the 
H ighsch oo l cham p ionsh ip  Green 
shot an unheard o f  68%  fro m  the 
f ie ld  w h ile  averag ing 19 po in ts  and 
10 rebounds a gam e d u rin g  the 
tournam ent, in c lu d in g  a 22 p o in t, on 
seven fo r  seven shooting , 10 rebound 
perfo rm ance against H ills b o ro  in  the 
cham pionsh ip  game. Benson 
recently  w on the 1989-90 state 
cham pionsh ip , the schoo l’s f irs t

since Green graduated. Green said he 
phoned his fo rm er coach, D ic k  G ray, 
to congratulate h im  after the v ic to ry .

" I  was happy fo r  the guys 
because I rem em ber w hat it  was like  
fo r  m e," said G reen. "1 was especia lly 
happy fo r  coach G ray because he has 
gone through some problem s the last 
few  years and it  was good to see h im  
have that k ind  o f  success again."

Green con tinued  h is 
basketball career at O regon 
S ta tcU n ive rs ity  and p icked  up r ig h t 
where he le ft o f f  in  h ighschoo l. He 
was a fou r-ye a r starter fo r  the 
Beavers. O regon state's m ost 
successful season came Green's 
freshm an year w hen they made i t  to 
the 'e lite -e igh t' o f  the N C A A  
tournam ent before be ing knocked ou t 
by  G eorgetow n and P a trick  E w ing . 
G reen's m ost successful season came 
h is  ju n io r  year. W h ile  shooting the 
fo u rth  best f ie ld  goa l percentage in  
the na tion , at 68% , Green was voted 
Pac-10's p laye r o f  the year and 
fin ish e d  runner up fo r  the aw ard his 
sen ior year averag ing 19 po in ts  and 
p u llin g  dow n nine rebounds per 
game.

F o llo w in g  his sen ior season 
G reen p icked  up another honor. T h is  
tim e  fo r  academics. Green graduated 
on tim e  and received a degree in 
speech com m unica tions. Then came 
the 1985 N B A  draft.

" I t  d id n 't m atter to  me when I 
w e n t in  the d ra ft bu t to  w hom  I 
w e n t," said Green. " I t  doesn't make 
sense fo r  a guard to go to a team 
w ith  eleven guards, no  m atter when 
he’s p icked . I  had been contacted by 
a few  teams and was ju s t w a itin g  to 
sec w ho w o u ld  p ick  me."

Som e experts d id n 't p ro jec t 
G reen as a f irs t round p ick , lis tin g  
h im  s ix th  am ongst the sm all 
fo rw a rds  com ing  o u t that year. The 
P ortland  T ra ilb lazers  ow ned the last 
p ic k  in  the f irs t  round and were 
cons idering  keeping Green at hom e 
by  se lecting h im  when th e ir turn 
cam e around. The B lazers even tried

to trade up to get Green bu t there 
were no deals made and the Lakers 
selected G reen one p ic k  ahead o f  the 
B lazers w h o  settled on guard T erry  
Porter.

L o o k in g  back on the 1985 
N B A  d ra ft i t  was no t a good day fo r 
teams w ho  passed up on G reen, o r 
Porte r fo r  that m atter. A  lis t  o f  
names p icked  ahead o f  these tw o  a ll-  
star ca libe r p layers shows that the so 
ca lled  experts w ere  la ck ing  m uch o f  
the ir expertise. Steve H arris , , Jon 
K oncak, Joe K le in , E d  P inckney, 
K e ith  Lee, K e rry  G reen. D o  any o f  
thes p layers sound fa m ilia r  ? H ow  
about A lfre d r ic k  Huges, U w e  B lab, 
Sam V in ce n t, T e rry  Catledge o r Jerry 
Reynolds? Y o u r p robab ly  w ondering  
w h o  these peop le are. A l l  o f  these 
p layers have disapeared in to  N B A  
ob scu rity  w h ile  G reen has becom e an 
N B A  A ll-S ta r.

A fte r  be ing dra fted , the then, 
tw e n ty -tw o -y e a r-o ld  Green to ld  a 
O regon ian repo rte r that on the f irs t 
day o f  p rac tice  he w o u ld  ju s t, "s it 
back and w a tch ." N o w , a star 
h im se lf, G reen says he was not that 
star struck back then by be ing in the 
com pany o f  M ag ic , Kareem  and 
W orthy.

" I  had never re a lly  fo llo w e d  
basketba ll tha t c losesly  so I never 
was in to  w h o  was w h o ," said Green. 
" I  ju s t wanted to  get to  cam p p lay 
hard and be the best I cou ld . In  fact 
P h ilade lph ia  was re a lly  m y team. 
S t il l today I d o n 't fo llo w  the teams 
o r stars around the league. I ju s t 
concentrate on m y s e lf and the Lakers. 
I co u ld n ’t  te ll you w ho  was in  w hat 
place in w hat d iv is io n ."

So fa r d u rin g  Green's N B A  
career, he has no t had to  w o rry  about 
o ther teams standings at a ll. The 
Lakers have a lw ays  w on the P acific  
d iv is io n  and have m ainta ined 
them selves as a dom inan t force in the 
N B A .
N e x t w e e k : G re e n 's  N B A
career.

Ron Johnson: Fighting 
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Safety: A New Perspective on Accident Prevention

A c c o rd in g  to the Insurance 
In s titu te  fo r  H ig h w a y  S afe ty, ca r crash 
in ju r ie s  are the lead ing  cause o f  death 
am ong A m ericans under age 35 (th is  
in fo rm a tio n  can be fo u n d  in  the Insu r
ance In titu te 's  bo o k le t U H S  Facts , 1989, 
on  page 1). The N a tio n a l Safe ty C o u n 
c i l  reports  tha t m ore  than 20 m il l io n

au tom ob ile  accidents occurred in  the 
U n ite d  States in 1987. "Im p ro p e r d r iv 
in g , o r  d r iv e r  e rro r," was c ite d  as a 
c o n tib u tin g  fac to r in  m ore than 67 pe r
cen t o f  these accidents (acco rd ing  to the 
National Safety Council's Accident Facts, 
1988).

B M W , the m anufactu re r o f  
lu x u ry  pe rfo rm ance  au tom ob iles , has 
made safety a m a jo r p r io r ity ,  ca rry in g  
ou t its  ow n  research as w e ll as in co rp o 
ra tin g  safety in to  every aspect o f  the 
d is ig n , deve lopm en t and p ro du c tion  o f  
its  au tom ob iles .

For more information call: 223-WALK

W alks of

ocr
IL A Pledge Walk to Benefit AIDS Care And Education

S eptember 9
9 A .M .  S U N D A Y  1 9 9 0

Waterfront Park
Sponsored By: Cascade AIDS Project, 620 KGW.

US West Foundation, KGW-TV Channel 8

F o r R on Johnson, the a rt o f  M o  D uk 
Pai is  no t o n ly  a c o m p e tit iv e  hobb ie , i t  is 
a means o f  p ra c tic in g  se lf-d is c ip lin e , 
co n tro l o f  em o- ?  *  
tions, and concen
tra tion . The s ty le  
c o m b in e s  f iv e  
types o f  m a rtia l 
arts and em pha
sizes e th ica l se lf- 
defense o ve r ag
gression.

A  successful 
A cco u n t E xecu
tiv e  fo r  K A T U -  
T V  2, Johnson 
be lieves tha t his 
art teaches h im  to 
endure the ups and 
dow ns associated 
w ith  * ‘pound ing  
the pavem ent” .
Sales is no t an art 
where the in d iv id 
ual should equate th e ir self-esteem  w ith  
securing c lien ts  because som etim es you 
can be h o t and som etim es not. O n the 
mat, Johnson is always hot and his number 
( in  h is class) one ran k in g  in  the P ac ific  
N o rth w e s t makes h im  a hunted man.

W hen questioned about w h ich  d is 
c ip lin e  is tougher, Sales o r c o m p e titive  
f ig h tin g , Johnson re flec ted  fo r  a m o 
m en t and u ltim a te ly  conc luded  sales.

‘ ‘ S ince the f ig h t in g  is ju s t fo r  fun 
and learn ing , sales w o u ld  have to  rank 
tou ghe r,”  he said. ‘ ‘ S im p ly  because i t ’ s 
m y liv e lih o o d . I ’ m  p re tty  m uch in  con 
tro l o f  m y  f ig h tin g  a b ili ty .  W ith  sales,

co n tro l o f  a l l s itua tion s .”
Johnson is in total contro l as a fighter.

He answers to  no one. Even though the 
r is k  fo r  perm anent in ju ry  is fa r greater as 
a fig h te r, Johnson be lieves tha t there is 

more at stake in sales. 
Some figh te rs  and 
c r it ic s  disagree w ith  
h im . W ith o u t h u rt
ing  po ten tia l c lien ts , 
Johnson says that the 
d is c ip l in e  he has 
learned in  f ig h tin g  
re a lly  he lps d u rin g  
sales presentations/ 
ca lls .

“ W ith o u t a doubt, 
you  need c o m m it
ment, fo llow -through, 
and a p o s tit iv e  a t t i
tude w hen you get 
con fron ted  w ith  ad
v e rs ity , ”  he sa id  
abou t sales. W hen 
you ’re knocked down

physica lly o r em ouonally, you must learn 
to  accept those tru ths as pa rt o f  yo u r 
lea rn ing  process. Y o u  w i l l  o n ly  learn 
fro m  y o u r m istakes, please, learn from  
them . D o n ’ t repeat them . A ls o , i f  you  
are no t prepared m en ta lly  and p h y s i
cally, be prepared to get your butt k icked.”

A  bache lor and th ir ty -o n e  years o ld , 
Johnson is a graduate o f  Evergreen H ig h  
S choo l in  V ancouver, W ash ing ton  and a 
fo rm e r “ A ir  Force B ra t” . He has tra v 
e led a ll o ve r the w o r ld  and the U n ited  
States. F o r the same reasons he is d raw n 
to figh ting  (competitiveness and the chal
lenge” . Johnson is draw n to  te le v is io n

THEY’RE BACK! Bigger & Better!
KîSSiæ "Northwest Football Champions" (10-0)

OREGON THUNDERBOLTS 
-, vs

i HE NEW EUGENE BLAST
SATURDAY, JULY 28th 7:30pm 

PORTLAND C M C  STADIUM
T I C K E T S :  A D U L T S  $ 6 . 0 0
Tickets »valla af all fastiu  Outlet 

C A L L  2 5 6 - 0 7 5 3  
o r  1 - 8 0 0 - 8 6 6 - 2 6 5 8

-  Kids Free with a can of food 
for the Sunshine Div. ‘ Must be 
accompanied by an adult

$1 OFF ADULT TICKE 
WITH THIS AD
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Johnson, so ft spoken and a rticu la te , 
co u ld  easily  pass fo r  the C la rk  K en t- 
type w ith  his “ school b o y ”  glasses o r 
the “ b o o k w o rm ”  next door. L ik e  m ost 
o f  the em ployees at K A T U , you  w o u ld  
never figu re  Johnson as the type w ho 
w o u ld  be in v o lv e d  in  such an intense 
sport. Chess o r b ridge , yes; m a rtia l arts, 

no.
W hat type o f  g ra tif ic a tio n  d o  you  

get fro m  com peting?
“ A  sense o f  p rid e ,”  said Johnson. 

“ Respresenting ou r system o f  f ig h tin g  
and e th ica l behav io r is ve ry  ap p licab le  
to real life  situations. Com raderie among 
m y  system and the o ther ta lented schools 
in  the N orthw est/C anada is im p ortan t. 
A ls o , sharing m y v ic to rie s  w ith  fe llo w  
classmates is a great fe e lin g  because 
w ith o u t them , I w o u ld n ’ t be ready o r as 
com p e titive . L a s tly , be ing ab le to  he lp  
be g inn ing  figh te rs  understand the o ve r
a ll p ic tu re  and observ ing  the m any 
(d ive rse) styles g ives me great p leas
u re .”

W hat do you  w ant to acco m p lish  as 
a fig h te r, M r. Johnson?

“ The con tinued  respect am ong m y 
peers as a fa ir ,  c o m p e tit iv e  w a rr io r  w ith  
a sense o f  h u m o r,’ ’ he said. “ I t ’ s n o t li fe  
o r death, but m ere ly  an o p p o rtu n ity  to 
expand m y know ledge  on w ha t w o rks  
and doesn’ t w o rk . Y o u  have to  stay 
loose. R ank ing  and troph ies are not 
nearly  as im p o rta n t to  me now . The 
b iggest cha llenge now  is to  tu rn  on  o r up 
the in te ns ity  depend ing on w ha t I ’ m 
con fron ted  w ith . T h is  has to  be an 
instinctive reaction and sublim inal. That’ s 
when I kno w  I ’ ve arrived .

Johnson competes in  six to eight 
tournam ents per year fo r  the A cadem y 
o f  K ung Fu.

Buy a HUD home 
in a hurry 

with Express Bid!
O ur trem endously successful 

Express Hid program  makes the pro 
cess o f b idd ing  lo r and buying a III l> 
home faster and easie r Ilian ev er I hat s 
because now when von bid  lu ll price 
o r be tte r on any I I I  I)  home dia l bid 
w ill he opened at ou r daily I I lies I ri ) 
2:30 p m «hid opening

Express Bids end die  usual lo d a v  
wait, speeding up decisions on even  
fu ll price  o r bette r b id  submitte d (II 
m ore Ilian one I xpre ss Hid arrives lot 
the same p ro p e rn  ,u the same bid 
open ing die highest net b id  gels 
accepted I

So it you te look ing lot a real home 
buying bargain and con i t  hi a real

b u rn , then ask your real estate agent io  
Express your hid on a HI I) hom e It \  
.m other great reason to go w ith  I be  
Home learn advantage'

For a lis tin g o l I I I  I) home s available 
now check the real estate classified

.se c tio n  ot the I riel.iv o r Sunday 
< »rc go iii.u i

\  tu iitm u im  lu ll p i h i  h id  is Iim  pi h i  U ss 
i i i .i \ mu un <» broker i oim uissii mi .imi 
iii. iM in u iii * i losing , usi p .i„ | |n h i  i)  ,| 
l< t|IH s,, ,1

fMPARTWXT OÍ HOUSING 
VO UNftAM nrVTl(*»MfN’
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