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Loggers Are 
Hurting Too

W
e ll, maybe I have tongue-in- 
chcek and maybe I haven’ t. We 
w il l  see. A nd what, i f  any

th ing , has th is to do w ith  the problems or 
prom ise o f  B lack people that I usually 
w rite  about? O ver the years. I ’ ve given 
m ore than a h in t in  this colum n that I ’ ve 
spent a great deal o f  tim e in the 
“ boon ies ’ ’ --sm all towns and rural ar
eas. A  leading ind ica tor w ou ld  be the 
fac t that I have owned many more p ick 
ups than sedans.

Several months ago I described a
“ travelling”  course in A ffirm ative Action 
tha t I taught fo r the U.S. Forest Service 
du ring  the 1970s. University-accredited 
fo r Personnel A dm in istra tion  and Social 
Science, I was “ Instructor o f  Record”  
at many scores o f  sessions conducted all 
ove r the states o f Oregon and W ashing
ton. These classes proved to be ex
trem ely attractive to a rural w orkforce 
res id ing  so fa r out in the “  boonies ’ ’ that 
even Community College was not a viable 
op tion  fo r further academics. Demo
graphics dictated that the seesions were 
usua lly  held at the nearest population 
center a ffo rd ing  a Ramada or H o liday 
Inn.

H ow  do ‘ ‘ loggers enter this picture?
F irs t, these “ Inns”  serve a much greater 
ro le  in the social and com m ercial fabric 
o f  the surrounding area than do the ir 
counterparts in the larger “ M e tropo li
tan Statistical Area,”  i.e. big cities. Scores 
o f  varied hourly and one-day occupan
cies and other amenities push the ho te l’s 
fo rm at far beyond the customary em
phasis on “ lodg ing .”  A ll  day and into 
the evening there are meetings o f peoples

and organizations from  the surrounding 
areas w ide ly dispersed throughout and 
aound forest tracts, ranches, mountains 
and valleys.

A lm ost around the clock, beginning 
w ith  huge breakfasts fo r loggers depart
ing fo r the woods, there are meetings o f 
the Grange, Cattlem an’ s Association, 
wheat farmers, garden clubs, qu ilting  
bees, square dancers, lum berm en’s 
groups, school boards, PTAs, athletic 
boosters, checker and chess clubs. Toast
masters, Rotary, E lks, L ions, showroom 
and parking lo t rentals fo r the display o f 
logg ing and farm equipment, theatrical 
productions, gun clubs, fish ing , skiing, 
rock climbing and mountaineering groups, 
you name them.

N ow, when you consider that rural 
people are much more fr iend ly , inqu is i
tive and garrulous than c ity  people, it 
should come as no surprise that, as a 
stranger, you get a ll the attention and 
interaction imaginable. W hen we con
ducted those Forest Service sessions; 
our classroom environs were sometimes 
overwhelm ed by curious people who 
had to be constrained. They w ould want 
to know , “ where are you from , what is it 
a ll about, can we listen?” -a n d , “ can 
you come to our meeting here ton ight, or 
can you come to the local school and 
make a presentation?”  I d id  a lo t o f that 
during those years. Once the true nature 
o f the A frican  Am erican situation was 
explained to media-oriented people, there 
was a pronounced sh ift in v iew po in t and 
attitude.

The classroom sessions lasted three 
to fou r days, w h ile  m y appearance was 
usually fo r one or tw o days. Quite often 
I accepted invita tions to v is it a rural 
home after a da ily  session-or stayed 
over an extra day to speak at a school or 
service club. I had m yriad opportunities 
to present a “ real perspective”  o f  the 
A frican  Am erican struggle against ra
cism and d iscrim ination. Interesting to

note is the fact that some o f  the Forest 
Service w orkforce had e ither been log 
gers at one tim e, or members o f  their 
fam ilies (or friends) were so employed. 
I had very interesting experiences among 
these people, especially when I fo llow ed 
up on inv ita tions to ‘ ‘come back on your 
summer vacation at the university and 
spend a week w ith  us.”

A  fascinating sp in -o ff o f  a ll these 
in tercu ltura l associations was the level 
and type o f feedback that occurred 
whenever I relum ed to Portland. A  
princ ipa l focus o f my class-and the 
speaking engagements--was the docu
mentation o f the s ign ifican t con tribu 
tions o f  A frican  Americans to the na
tio n ’ s technology and infrastructure. A  
prime tool was m y book, “ B lack Inven
tors o f A m erica .”  Many hundreds were 
boughteach year by session participants, 
local schools and ind iv idua ls, and by 
organizations.

Loggers in  the woods found and 
photographed o lder logging machinery 
equipped w ith  the “ Real M cC oy A u to 
matic Lubrica to rs”  and sent me the 
material at Portland State U niversity. 
The personnel at a Forest Service ranger 
stateion at Cave Junction, Oregon d id 
the same when they found photographs 
and 1940 newspaper accounts o f the 
B lack engineering battalions tra in ing to 
be parachuting “ Smoke Jumpers”  to 
fig h t forest fires. They are the ones who 
in turn trained the “ Indian”  smoke jum p
ers so famed in  today’ s media.

W hen reading o f the massive eco
nomic dislocations to be suffered by 
these people as a result o f  the “ Spotted 
O w l”  frenzy, I  th ink  we should a ll be 
aware o f  w ho it  is that is rea lly  the 
E N D A N G E R E D  SPECIES. M y  sym
pathy to these people in  the “ boonies”  
w ho now face, iro n ica lly , the same trau
matic circumstances I lectrued to them 
aboutas being the lo t o f  A frican  A m eri
cans.

NEW HOME FOR HAP

THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PORTLAND HAS MOVED TO ITS
NEW HOME AT HISTORIC NEW MARKET WEST IN DOWNTOWN PORTLAND

HAP1S NEW ADDRESS IS:
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PORTLAND 

135 S.W. ASH
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204

HAP'S NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER IS;

(503) 228-2178

HAP'S NEW HOME IS A SHORT WALK FROM TRI-MET'S 
FARELESS SQUARE AND JUST HALF A BLOCK FROM THE SKIDMORE 
FOUNTAIN MAX TRAIN STOP. BUS LINES 12, 19, AND 20 ARE 
THE MOST CONVENIENT LINES TO REACH NEW MARKET WEST.
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KEEPING BLACK 
BEAUTIFUL: USE

SUNSCREENS
Despite the widespread be lie f that 

b lack skin is somehow immune to dam 
age from  the sun, its natural protection 
factor is equal to an SPF o f  on ly  about 
four, according to D r.N icho las Lowe.

“ The idea that b lack skin w o n ’ t 
bum , that blacks w o n ’ t develop skin 
cancer after repeated o r prolonged expo
sure to the sun, is a fa lla cy ,”  noted 
Lowe, c lin ica l professor o f  derm atology 
at the U C L A  School o f  M edicine and 
d irector o f  the Santa monica-based Skin 
Research Foundation o f  C a lifo rn ia . 
“ Exposure to sun light fo r more than an 
hour in the summer months may not

result in  a bum, but i t  w i l l  result in skin 
aging or more serious damage.”

Accord ing to Low e, carefu l product 
choices w il l  deter any special problems 
that blacks develop from  sunscreen use. 
“ Blacks prone to acnes should choose 
sunscreens that have been tested free o f 
acne-developing properties, ‘ ‘ L o w  said. 
“ I f  a particu lar sunscreen is found to 
give skin an unattractive shininess, switch 
to one o f  the alcohol-based gels o r lo 
tions.

“ In any case, sunscreens are not to 
be foregone. W hite  skin may demand 
more protection than black skin, and 
ligh te r shades o f b lack skin more than 
darker. But a ll skin needs protection i f  
damage is to be avoided.”

WHO YA’ GONNA 
CALL?

Are your k ids com pla in ing  about 
being bored this summer? A re you tired 
o f them ju s t hanging out?

Then have them ca ll U nited W ay o f 
the C o lum b ia -W illam e tte ’ s Summer 
Youth Help Line, 227-KIDS (5437). They 
can find  out about a ll k inds o f  things, in 
c lud ing  recreational activ ities, transpor
tation, em ploym ent, vo lunteer opportu
nities and youth service centers.

T w o  teen-agers trained by U nited 
W ay ’ s In fo rm ation  &  Referra l Service 
s ta ff are available through Aug. 24 to 
answer questions. They can be reached 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m ., M onday 
through Friday.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Portland Observer newspaper is owned 
and operated solely by the Exie Publishing 

Company of Portland, Oregon. Exie 
Publishing Company has no affiliation with 

any other publication in Oregon and the 
public should be aware that any notices or 
statements by parties or individuals claim

ing such affiliation is unauthorized. 
Questions pertaining to the aforementioned 
should be directed to the business office of 
the Observer at 4747 N.E. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., Portland, Oregon, 97211. 

Telephone (503) 288-0033 or 
FAX (503) 288-0015.

cThere was never a good war 
or a bad peace. 'J
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Howto 
make your 

largest clients feel
like your

You
helped their 
business grow 
Word got out 
that you are 
one of the 
best, you got 
busier, and 
you thought 
everyone was 
happy

Until that 
first client 
casually men
tioned that it's been hard to 
reach you lately Luckily, your 
competitor’s phone was busy, too.

So, to prove that their bus 
iness is important, give your 
clients a line of their own an

exclusive 
phone num
ber on which 
to reach you.

With a 
US WEST 
Preferred 
Client Line, 
your best 
clients feel 
like your

only client. And that 
gives you a competitive edge.

For still more ideas on how 
to give every client special treat
ment, call a small business 
specialist at 242-3384.

W S W E S T communications @
Making the most of your time.'
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