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RELIGION

Scripture of the
Week:
Ezekiel Chapters 31-32

'm Lithuania Is A Lesson In Self-Respect
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In the world arena the Soviet Union
realizes that its relationships with for-
eign countries hinges upon some meas-
ure of world opinion.

Stalin’s own birthplace in Georgia
with about 60,000 people has demon-
strated for secession from Russia.

There will be no easy solutions to the
Baltic unrest.

Yet, isn't it more than a chess board
for powerplaying with human beings as
pawns?

Anyone can say, ‘‘Don’t involve
me...It’s too far away for me to care
what happens to them.”’

Which is a way of casting out some of
the greatest treasure available to us...the
learning experience of applying what is
happening in the world to our own lives.

For every incident that comes our
way which requires us to take a stand
and stand tall, let us do it with resolve.

For every incident that comes our
way which requires us to take a stand
are able to zoom in from the panoramic
to the particular, to appreciate the con-
tent of his stories and their application
to our personal lives,

What if we were able to do this with
present happenings in the world around
us? Could we perhaps then trap the
meanings of events before they elude us
and slip off to become world history?

I believe we can.

I fear that we are in danger of not
perceiving the world stage clearly in its
relationship to our present actions, our
immediate purposes, and our day-to-
day lives.

We cannot afford the luxury of wait-
ing for future generations to give us the
perspective we need to see things more
clearly! Had the African slaves landing
on our shores been shown the future
impact of their slavery upon the turmoil
of the sixties, the Freedom Riders, and
the subsequent rise of a ruling class of
black legislators taking leadership across
the United States of America...they may
very well have demanded Freedom Now
in an insurrection that would have ad-
vanced ‘‘emancipation’’ for the entire
human race!

We are chained to present time unless
we project far enough into the future to
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That tells me that even though the
mountains are high and lifted up, they are
not our final destination, God has another
place higher than any mountain.

But \Lhﬂe I am down here give me this

AMEN

help ourselves advance beyond our per-
ceived limitations.

Again...things are not always what
they seem!

*“*And he spake a parable unto them;
Can the blind lead the blind? Shall they
not both fall into the ditch?"’ St. Luke
6.39.

We are asked to remove our ‘‘blind-
ers”’ and think with our own heads,
rather than accentine the dictatee nf tha
and stand tall, let us do it with resolve.

For every time we allow ourselves to
buckle under a repressive authority that
puts our own bodies, our own health,
and our own welfare at risk: letus speak
out and communicate, and broadcast
that situation to community and friends
so that they can be alert to the job, the
person, the employer, the organization,
the legislator, or the administrator re-
sponsible. Gather any grievance, no
matter how trivial, to discuss with the
abusing party and first make every ef-
fort to ameliorate the difficulty.

Afterwards, broadcast through all the
means at your disposal so that the of-
fending behavior is nipped in the bud.

Totalitarianism in the home or work
place may be difficult to deal with, but
itcan be faced and removed once we de-
cide to treat it like a cancer, heal it or
remove it!

The irony of Russia’s dominance over
Lithuania occurred without legal prece-
dence. After World War II no treaty
exists by which Russiacan legally claim
the right to what was an independent
country,and which later became apawn
in the aggressive hands of the Soviet
Union!

No matter what the might of Mother
Russia portends to be, we learn from our
own Master that ‘‘Every Kingdom di-
vided against itself is brought to desola-
tion; and ahouse divided againsta house
falleth.”” St. Luke 11:17.

The same is true when we are torn
apart, internally and warring against
ourselves...better to resolve our con-
flicts and make peace with our own
minds, our own hearts, our own souls.

A lesson from Lithuania is a lesson in
self-respect.

Whatever the price that must be paid
for its achievement, it is worth paying
for...Christ paid the supreme price for
us, and where we must, we can do no
less on behalf of our own immortal
souls.

*Prime Minister Kazimiera Prunskiene
called for ‘‘compromise...not retreat.
She viewed the threatened economic
sanctions as crucial but echoed the Lithu-
anian cry for independence in spite of
Russia’s insistence that Lithuania, Lat-
via, and Estonia...the Baltic nations
submit to the legal provisions estab-
lished by the Soviet parliament.
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REVEREND EDDIE BUTLER SR.
2/15/09 - 5/28/90

Reverend Eddie Butler Sr. was born
in Lovelady (Vistula), Texas, Febru-
ary 15, 1909 to George and Paralee
Butler, He was the fourth of eleven
children.

In 1932 he married Rosa Wright and
began a union that lasted 52 years and
bore six children.

In 1942 the family moved to Port-
land, Oregon where Eddie continued
his employment with the Pullman
Company for the next 33 years. He
became a leader in the A. Phillip Ran-
dolph movement to form a union in
support of Black Pullman Porters with
the objective of standardizing wages
and working conditions.

Upon retiring from the Pullman
Company in 1973, he was employed by
a community Senior Citizen Program.
During the next few years his commu-
nity activist involvement tumed to Senior
Citizen issues and the NAACP Credit
Union where he served as loan officer
for 12 years.

During these years Eddie renewed
his affiliation with The Good Samari-

tan Church of God in Christ and began
to seriously study and direct his faith in
God to the ministry. He served as
Sunday School superintendent at Good
Samaritan Church for many years where
he was able to touch and influence
many lives. He was ordained as a
minister with the Church of God in
Christ in 1988.

He leaves to mom twosisters: Mable
Canada of Portland, Oregon and Ruby
Deiz of Columbus, Ohio; two sons:
Eddie Butler Jr., of Vancouver, Wash-
ington and Robert Butler ¢i Portland,
Oregon; one daughter: Rose Anne Butler
of Portland, Oregon; daughter-in-laws
Sandra, Lamnzella, and Mary Butler,;
grandsons: Michael Butler, Walter Butler
Jr., Derrick Butler; granddaughters:
Michelle Butler, Danielle Butler, Port-
land, Oregon, Suzette Butler and Michi
Butler Vancouver, Washington; great
grandchildren: Dante Fogerty of Van-
couver Washington, Shaelia Branch and
Dominique Hill of Portland, Oregon,
Ashley Butler of Ohio, and Tashiona
Butler of Texas
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Rev. Wendell H. Wallace
Senior Pastor

‘A Teaching Church
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Dr. James E. Martin, Senior Pastor
116 N.E. Schuyler (503) 284-1954
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| Portland, Oregon 97211

- (503) 287-0261
Phillip S. Nelson, Pastor
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