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Editor’s Note: The following Ihem?oml:rcmnalyh
guest article was written by Mr. f?mdhmmswpﬁ
DavidNero, Chairman and CEO of cies like homesteading being denied
Nero and Associates, of Portland, to Aﬁien-ﬁnu;:u. uund..;.
Oregon. It was presentec by Mr. *‘uneven playing giving
Nero at a luncheon address to the white settlers and their
Institute of Real Estate Manage- aclear and concrete economic head- .
ment of the Oregon Columbia River start over non-white populations.
Chapter on February 28. Clearly such exclusion laws and
It is being printed in the Port- prohibitions on the acquisition of
land Observer with the permission land are management issues related
of Mr. Nero because of its signifi- | luﬂmdpnduwdumb—_
cance and historical data on ra- sues of the pioneer era.
cism in the state of Oregon. During the 1850s, there raged in
" Readers should take note of Oregon a political conflict over
some of the early laws put into whether Oregon was to be admitted
motion by Oregon lawmakers which to the union as a slave state or a free
set the stage for apatternof perpet- state. Oregonians voted to accept
ual racism that hovers over this and submit to the Congress of the
state today. United States in 1857, a statehood

constitution that outlawed slavery.
he racial history of the This should not, however, be mis-
Oregon Territory in the pio- taken as a sign of sympathy towards
neer period of westward ex- African-Americans as a group or
included features of severe African-American individuals. In-
‘mw repression and social deed, in that same election, the con-
oppression focused on the area’s cept of lotal African-American ex-
ethnic populations. The African- ¢clusion from residence. in the soon
American population in particular 1o be created state, was also adopted
was victimized by laws that ex- mmmim%
cluded them from migration into original constitution included
B e, Sabibion Smimimiien David M. Nero, Jr.--Nero and Associates, Inc. Mosings i Artiols 1, ssdaion 38
between theraces, denied them thevote,and ~ many white pioneers to come west. The ““No free Negro, or Mulatto, not re-
excluded them from service on juries. Oregon Homestead Act of 1850 declared, siding in this state at the time of the
" Itwasinthe 1840sthatthe firstattempts ' There shall be, and hereby is granied to adoption of this constitusion, shall come,
mumhﬂnpﬂwﬁmdAﬁuk'Mﬂﬂ“HWN"mwﬂﬂhﬂmr reside, or be within this state, or hold any
Americans in the residenial and real estate  lands, American mum real estate, or make any contracts, or
related activities of Oregon occurred. e maintain any suit therein; and the legis-

W-M'ﬂ mmamm lative assembly, shall provide by penal
cnﬂed,muhtedin Mﬁrlhrmndbypnbl&:m
1849, and 1857, The ex hhﬂ % such negroes, and mulattoes, and
provided: their effectual exclusion from the

mvwmﬁﬁmm» state, and for the punishment of persons

Mudatto shall fail to quit the country as WWMNWW who shall bring them into the state, or

required by this act . .. [He or she] shall ~ Policy it is easy and misleading to look employ, or harbor them."" :

receive upon his or her bare back not less around our society and draw a very ill- Nwmpumqumebmmmncm—

than twenty nor more than thirty-nine conceived conclusion. Because alargerpro- ~ American ownership of real estate as a

stripes .. ." portion of African-Americansliveinornear  further example of the *‘uneven playing

This first law was soon modified and WW(MMn-ﬁnm:y zu"mm?;‘qmm-wmmmm
whipping was replaced by imposing forced more whites than African-Americans in a y stages of Oregon statehood
labor on African-Americans. But it clearly  state of poverty), some people erroncously (Continued on Page 2)
set the pattern regarding issues of African-  conclude that African- Americans economic
American residence in Oregon. African- difficulties are a result of some innate lack
Americans were also not allowed to vote  of skill or competitiveness on the part of
under the first voting rights law which al-  African-Americans as a group. This is not
lowed only White male and **Half-Breed  the case nor is it the source of present
Indians'’ tovote. Nor could African-Ameri-  disparities. .

cans receive the free land that motivated
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Tri-Met to Build Convention
Center MAX Station

The Tri-Met Board of Directors an-
nounced Feb. 28 authorizing a $3.4 million
contract to build a MAX station at the Ore-
gon Convention Center's front door and
other improvements that will make transit
more attractive to tourist in the Convention
Center-Coliseum area.

Tri-Met General Manager James E.
Cowen said the new MAX station is sched-
uled to be completed by September, in time
for the grand opening of the Oregon Con-
vention Center. Of two bidders for the proj-
ect, the apparent low bidder is Slayden
Construction of Stayton, Oregon, with a bid
of $3,374,421. Construction is set to begin
in March.

In addition to the new Oregon Conven-
tion Center MAX station, the contract in-

cludes improvements to the Coliseun MAX
station, including a new platform to serve
passengers bound for downtown, and major
improvements to the nearby Coliseurn Tran-
sit Center where nine bus lines connect with
MAX. The bus transfer center will move to
an off-street location, just west of its present
location at Occidental and Holladay, and
will feature a covered walkway leading to
the Memorial Coliseum.

The construction project includes $1.1
million of improvements to Holladay Street,
which will be funded by the City of Portland
and Metro. The transit improvements, which
account for approximately $2.3 million of
the contract, will be funded 75% by a grant
from the federal Urban Mass Transportation
Administration, with Metro and Tri-Met
paying the remainder.

Cowen told the board that the transit
improvements to the convention center area
were part of a partnership between Tri-Met,
Metro, the Portland Development Commis-
sion, the Exposition-Recreation Commis-
sion, the Oregon Department of Transporta-
tion, and private interests.

The Portland Development Commis-
sion’s plan for the Oregon Convention Center-
Memorial Coliseum area includes such
amenities as brightly lighted pedestrian
pathways, landscaping, street trees and
ornamental lighting, a trolley museum, and
a new viewpoint near the Steel Bridge. A
$1.1 million trolley ban for future vintage
trolley service is already under construction
near the Coliseum MAX station.

NWCP Mlnority Leadership

Friday and Saturday, March 16-17, at the

Benson hotel in Portland.

 The conference will focus on how His-

panics, Asians, African-Americans and Native

Americans can network and broaden their
dmuﬁu-*
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ence will include Irv Fletcher, President of
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1990

Oregon AFL-CIO; Alfredo Montoya,
Director of the Labor Council for
l..dn-m Advancement; Congress-
man Ron Wyden; Carmen Perez, Vice Chair
of the Democratic National Committee;

tion; r&mmchm
Hispanic Summit; Patricia Barela Rivers,
President of PBR; Raul Yzaquirre, Presi-
dent of the National Council of La Raza and
possibly Rev. Jesse Jackson.
Registration fee is $480.00 and includes

all materials, reception, breakfast, lunch

and banquet. For more information, call
(503) 228-4185.

First Black Business Expo Held at

More than 60 Af-
rican-American entre-
preneurs displayed | #
their wares and serv- |8
ices at the first Black
Business Expo '90,
held in the Portland
Community College
Cascade Campus
gymnasium, Feb.
24.The expo provided
an opportunity for
African-American
business owners to
share their products
with local residents and
network with other
business owners.

Businesses ranged
from insurance and
promotion to food
products, jewelry and
toy manufacturing.

Jean Drew organ-
ized the event for Black
History Month under

PCC’s Cascade Campus

to invite the public in
and let them know what
we do and to also meet
and do business to-
gether,"” he added.

Ruth Scurlock,
owner and operator of
Ruthie's Fine Foods S-
Corp., was also on hand
to share her brand of
barbecue sauce, Ruth-
ies Ribit BBQ Sauce.
“I'll be back,’" she said.
*‘It"s really a nice turn-
out."’

Both Jackson and
Scurlock are members
of OAME, a non-profit
organization which pro-
motes and develops
minority entrepre-
neurship and economic
development in Oregon.
OAME was a sponsor of
the Feb. 24 event
Other expo planners

the auspices of PCC s
Black History Comm
tee. Drewis aPCC SmalI Business Develop-
ment instructor who works on-site at Ore-
gon Association of Minorities Entrepreneurs
through a college partnership agreement.
Drew said approximately 2,500 people
attended the event and 69 businesses and or-
ganizations were represented at the all-day
fair, The Cascade gym was decorated with
balloons, banners and posters. Live jazz

Phllhp Jackson, (left), and Wansetta Grant, (right).

music was provided by Akbar DePriest.

*“The booths were sold out,’’ said ven-
dor Phillip Jackson, owner of ].P. Media, an
advertising and promotional products busi-
ness. Jackson's business is located in the
Small Business Incubator on the Cascade
Campus.

“‘I think it's grown. It gives us a chance

included Dennis Payne,
president of the Black
Professional Network; Freda McEwen,
OAME board member; Raleigh Lewis of the
Oregon Business League; and PCC staffer,
Margaret Smith.

““There was an overwhelming response,”
Drew said. **We plan to explore the idea of
a Saturday-market concept--bring it to the
Northeast on a weekly basis. That's the next
stop.”’

Forty Additional Families to Participate
in Portland Homestead Program
Through Agreement Between PDC and
First Interstate Bank Oregon

The Portland Development Commis-
sion has entered into an agreement with
First Interstate Bank Oregon for $1 million
to fund its new Portland Homestead Pro-
gram. First Interstate Bank Oregon has agreed
to provide PDC up to $1 million during
calendar year 1990 for first mortgage fi-
nancing for up to 40 Portland Homestead
loans. PDC will blend the private bank
funds with public Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds to provide an
effective interest rate to homesteaders of
6% on a 20-year mortgage.

PDC Chairman Harry Demorest praised
the public/private partnership as an excel-
lent example of PDC leveraging public money
with a private lender to achieve community
benefit. **The ultimate benefactors of this
partnership will be our neighborhoods. Thanks
to First Interstate Bank the program will
make home ownership possible for 40 more
families and individuals who previously
had little hope of it."'

The purpose of the new program is
identical to PDC's 10-year old Urban
Homestead Program: to reclaim vacant houses,
to provide home ownership opportunities to
low- and moderate-income families, and to
stabilize neighborhoods. Unlike the Urban
Homestead Program, the Portland Home-
stead Program lacks direct federal funding
to offset property acquisition costs. A por-
tion of these costs will be assumed by the
homesteader under the new Portland pro-
gram with the balance coming from local
housing and community development funds.
Average loan size for each Portland Home-
stead Loan is $40,000. Total monthly loan
payments will be no more than $350.

Through the Portland Homestead Pro-
gram, PDC acquires vacant homes in need
of repair and transfers them to families and
individuals who qualify to be **homestead-
ers."’ In return, homesteaders agree to make
necessary repairs and to live in the houses
for three years. Aftcr that time, the house is
the homesteader’'s to keep or sell. There are
qualifications for the program including
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ANNOUNCEMENT
KATU-TV has re-scheduled
the appearances of Dr. Darryl
Tukufu, New Urban League
(Portland) President; Donnie
Griffin, Chairman, Portland Urban
League; and Ron Herndon, Co-
Chair, Black United Front, for
Sunday March 11, 8:30a.m,

income guidelines, a good credit history and
attendance at the Homestead Open House
where the homes available for ownership
can be applied for and viewed. Due to demand
for homes in the program PDC selects quali-
fied applicants by a random drawing. The
next Open House is scheduled for April
1990.

The agreement with First Interstate is
the second of PDC's current efforts to se-
cure private lender funds to finance Port-
land housing programs for lower income
families. In October 1988 PDC entered into
an agreement for $5 million with Security

Pacific Bank Oregon to fund a varniety of
housing programs effecting 500 houses.

In a recent Housing and Urban Devel-
opment monitoring report PDC's Urban
Homestead Program was praised for,
‘‘continuing to administer an innovate and
client-oriented program.’’ The report fur-
ther praised PDC staff for delivering a pro-
gram that is recognized as a model to the
other 157 cities nationally with such a pro-
gram.

The Portland Development Commis-
sion is the City of Portland's agency for
urban renewal and economic development

Rep. Wyden Calls ForA

**Ever since the 1940s, our government
has been captive to a Cold War agenda. Now
that communism is under siege and the
Berlin Wdl is cracking, it's time h a

d-d:l: - nd:nlhﬁ-m. -
hu

come before Stealth bombers. I've
been m& the m
to be a Chairman of a special
Nmumm

**Dr. Martin Luther King told us years
ago about his dream o get to the mountain
top. And you and I know how far we must

~**We're not at the mountain top when
400,000 Oregonians don't have medical care.
- ““We’re not at the mountain top when
Oregon families live in fear that their kids
can't walk to school safely.
“ﬁhm&ﬁﬂqﬁ-




