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Glory: Black History and Struggle

"The history of Black America has always
been, fundamentally, a struggle 1o be free.
E.mllvcmcm and racial oppression were
more than physical restrictions and the use
of coercion against a people. Domination
could only be achieved when the mind and
Spirit, as well as the body, was controlled
and broken. More than a century ago, the
slaves came to understand that their free-
dom could only be achieved if assumed an
active role in the struggle to liberate them-
selves, mentally and physically. Freedom
handed down from above to the oppressed,
is not freedom at all. Freedom is only real
when the oppressed themselves, through
their own initiative and inner strength, shatter
the chains of bondage.

This is the central message of **Glory,"
a historical drama depicting the ordeals of
a Black regiment which fought during the
height of the Civil War. The film is based
partially on the actual letters of Union
Army colonel Robert Gould Shaw (played
by Matthew Broderick), who trained and
led the Massachusetts 54th Regiment in a
devastating assault on Fort Wagner, South

Carolina, in July, 1863. The son of wealthy
abolitionists, Shaw was convinced that
African-American troops, if properly trained
and equipped, could exceed the perform-
ance of white Northern troops. As the film
unfolds, there is a synthesis of sorts be-
tween this abolitionist-inspired belief in
the equality of Blacks and whites, with the
African-American desire to strike a per-
sonal and collective blow against the evils
of slavery.

The wisest decision of **Glory'’ direc-
tor Edward Zwick was to focus the heart of
the film not on Broderick's character, but
instead on four fictional Black men, who
are used to represent the divergent person-
alities within the 54th Regiment. Denzel
Washington portrays a Nat Tumer/Mal-
colm X styled character, a Black man whose
back has been bloodied many times by the
slaveholder’s lash, who fights in order to
settle scores. Morgan Freeman plays the
regimental sergeant, a former gravedigger
who fights because of his willingness ‘‘to
die for freedom.”’ Jihmi Kennedy portrays
a rural and illiterate ex-slave, but a crack
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by Professor McKinley Burt

At the request of several teachers we
interrupted this series last week to reprint
the article on Russia’s famed African poet,
Alexander Pushkin, whose statue looks down
upon the new McDonald's fast food restau-
rant in Moscow.

Annic Easley: This prolific mathema-
tician develops and implements computer
codes used in solar, wind and other energy
applications. She has made major contribu-
tions in research and management at the
National Aeronautics and Space Admini-
stration’s Research Center in Cleveland,
Ohio. A native of Birmingham, Alabama,
her expertiste is in identifying energy con-
version systems that offer the greatest
improvement over commercially available
systems.

James Harris: When this nuclear chem-
ist joined the scientific team at the Law-
rence Berkeley Laboratory, it was not
imagined that within a few short years he
would be honored as co-discoverer of two
new chemical elements--Element 104
(Rutherfordium), and Element 105
(Hahnium). These discoveries are among
the most important in science this century.

Dr. William A. Brown: In the fashion
of “‘Imhotep’’, chief Architect and Pyra-
mid Builder for Egyptian King Zoser (Third
(Dynasty), this black architect is respon-
sible for “all’ Air Force facilities design and
construction around the world. A specialist
in ‘mathematical criteria’ in building stan-
dards, he heads the Air Force construction
staff at the Pentagon.

Dr. George R. Caruthers: This Black
astrophysicist has made many major con-
tributions to ‘Space Astronomy’. His de-
sign of the Apollo 16 ‘Far Ultraviolet camers/
Spectograph’ **is the most significant single
contribution to the program.” Atage 25 he
was granted Patent No. 3,478,216 (Nov.,
1969) for an *‘Image Converter for detect-
ing electromagnetic radiation.'’ This in-
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More African-American
Contributions To
Technology

ventor-engineer has 63 publications in the
areas of electronic astronomy, aerodynam-
ics, upper air physics, etc.

Dr. Patricia Davis, C.P.A. and mathe-
matics and statistics major at Stanford
University, is a vice-president and ‘head of
Bank Of America’s World Banking Divi-
sion's Systems Financial Services Group'.
Her job has the exact same relationship to
the firm as was that of the Vizer or Chief
Minister to the Pharaohs of the middle
Egyptian dynasties.

Dr. Isaac Gilliam IV: This supervisor
for N.A.S.A. ‘Space Shuttle Operations’
has the official title, **Director, Dryden
Flight Research Center.'" He is the person
most responsible for America's technical
advancement in many areas of sophisti-
cated transportation modes as involved in
space exploration.

Brigadicr General Dr. David M. Hall:
A logistics mathematician, Dr. Hall man-
ages ‘billions’ of dollars of data processing
equipment and an 18.8 overall billion dol-
lar budget for the U.S. Air Force. The
overwhelming magnitude of his financial
responsibilities can be seen in the context
that he manages more monies than is the
entire national budget for over one-hundred
individual countries.
retical physicist’ was the first Black woman
to receive a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. A member of the
MIT Corporation and . . . the school's
Board of Trustees, Dr. Jackson now spe-
cializes in solid or condensed state physics.
Now aresearcher for the Bell System Labs,
she uses computers, imagination and so-
phisticated mathematics to explain the
behavior of physical systems on the micro-
scopic level. She has also been associated
with the Fermi National Accelerator Labo-
ratory, and has served as a visiting scientist
at the European Organization For Nuclear
Research.

Leon Harris/Goneral Manager -

Joyce Washington
Sales/Marketling Director

-----

By and photographs should be clearly

The PORTLAND OBSERVER weicomes |

the written o ol the
PEAMISSION IS PROHIBITED.

The PORTLAND OBSERVER -~

mm

Swbscriplions: $20.00 per rear in the Tri-County mea

~ Oregon's oldest Alrican-American Publication—is a member of The National
Newspape: Association - Founded in 1885, The Oregon Newspaper Publishers Associalion, and The Najional
Amalgamaied Publishers, ina., New York.

Mﬂﬂh”lmnaﬂmm ﬁluﬂdhdgndduhy
muoﬁmdl&rm“muhndh“m.m-lw

unises the clent has puichassd the compostion ol such ad. 1980
POATLAND OBSERAVEA. “ALL AIGHTS RESEAVED, AEPRODUCTION IN WHOLE OR IN PAAT WITHOUT

withou!

shot and screen newcomer Andre Braughter
does an excellent job as a New England
educated, middle class Black man, who
finds his roots and identity by bonding with
his fellow Black soldiers. The device per-
mits a largely white audience to see both the
diversity and humanity among the African-
American soldiers, who have volunteered
into the Union Army in order to liberate
their brethren in the South, as well as them-
selves. Through the ordeal of conflict, in
battle against white slaveholder officers,
the Black soldiers become active partici-
pants in the struggle for freedom.

This is not to suggest that “*Glory"’
holds up to historical examination. As
American films go, it is generally very
good, particularly the detailed accuracy of
the battle sequences. However, itis short of
the mark within the framework of Black
social history.

**Glory'' provides many examples of
white racism within the ranks of Northern
troops and officers, who refused to accept
the idea of Black men carrying guns. But
this racism within the military was simply
a reflection of bigotry within the entire
Northern society and political establish-
ment as a whole. Lincoln didn't free the
slaves with the Emancipation Proclama-
tion as a humanitarian gesture, but solely as
a military decision to disrupt the South’s
labor supply. The war was widely unpopu-
lar among white Northemn workers, and
they targeted their grievances by making
Blacks scapegoats. On July 13, 1863, only
days before the galant and bloody assault
by Black troops on Fort Wagner, the white
working class in New York City rioted
against the city's Black population. Hun-
dreds of people, mostly women and chil-
dren, were killed; thousands more were left

homeless. For Black abolitionist Henry
Highland Gamnet, who was nearly killed in
the race riot, these were ‘“‘dark and terrible
days.""

One of “*Glory’s’’ most moving se-
quences which depicts Black troops reject-
ing discriminatory wages beneath those of
white soldiers is also historically accurate,
but insufficient. The Enlistment Act of
July, 1862, had set the pay scale for white
privates at $13 per month vs. $7 per month
for Black privates. The 54th Massachusetts
Regiment refused any pay for more than a
year, and the policy of discriminatory wages
was finally reversed in 1864. However,
many other Black troops protested the pol-
icy as well. In the third South Carolina ali-
Black regiment, sergeant William Walker
mobilized his fellow soldiers, stacking their
rifles and refused to fight under Jim Crow
wages. Predictably, Walker was court
martialled and shot.

Finally, “*Glory'" gives the audience
the false sense that Black troops were an
exception to the rule in Civil War combat.
Actually, a total of 180,000 Blacks fought
in the Union Army by the end of the war.
More than 38,000 died, a 40 percent higher
casualty rate than for white Northern troops.
Blacks fought in over two hundred fifty
separale engagements, beginning as early
as the fall of 1862. There were also scores
of Black officers, including abolitionists
Major Martin R. Delany and Captain P.B.S.
Pinchback. Ex-slaves, both women and men,
worked as spies behind Confederate army
lines. African-Americans, civilians and
soldiers alike, were not passive witnesses
in the struggle for freedom. Despite these
weaknesses, ‘‘Glory'’ makes a substantial
contribution to our awareness of the role of
African-Americans in the conflict to abol-
ish human bondage.

To Be Equal

by John E. Jacob

South Africa appears to be joining the
worldwide parade of countries abandoning
unworkable, dictatorial systems to experi-
ment with democracy.

But unlike many of the countries of the
eastern bloc, it is not revolutionizing its
system; merely agreeing to create precon-
ditions that will allow further change to
occur.

That's a long way from the euphoric
pronouncements that greeted the release of
Nelson Mandela from the jail where the
racist South African government held him
for 27 years.

Nelson Mandela was released for rea-
sons that suggest further pressure will be
necessary to destroy the apartheid system.

One reason for his release was the
realization that continuing along the path of
white domination in a nation where whites
are a small minority is a prescription for

icid

South Africa’s leaders correctly per-
ceived that they are in a no-win situation,
and that the slow deterioration of the coun-
try’s economy and its standing in the world
could only snowball into complete col-
lapse.

A second reason was the effects of the
sanctions.

Many opponents of sanctions argued
that the stubborn South Africans would
never give up their system, so bans on trade
or other economic pressures were futile.

They also said that American compa-
nies would simply be replaced by foreign
companies with fewer scruples, and that the
only real victims of the sanctions would be
Blacks denied the opportunity to work for
American companies with more enlight-

However persuasive such arguments
were, common sense suggested that if you
deliver body blows to a country’s economy,
its people will begin to question the need
for sacrifice and ultimately change the system
that causes the sanctions.

And that is exactly what happened.

Moderate South Africans were faced
with a choice: either change the apartheid

system or become an economic basketcase.
Not surprisingly, they're choosing the for-
mer route.

Finally, Mr. Mandela was released
because Black South Africans refused to
compromise with an evil system, continued
to support their organizations that were at
war with apartheid, and kept up the pres-
sure for change.

All of these reasons suggest that the
release of Mr. Mandela is just the beginnin;
the spark leading to the total collapse of
apartheid.

But only if the three factors continue to
be in force.

White South Africans must be made to
see this is no viable alternative to disman-
tling the system of racial domination. Black
South Africans must continue to keep up
the pressure. And foreign nations and
companies must keep the sanctions in place
until there's a final resolution of the issues.

To his credit, President Bush has said
that our sanctions would remain in force
until change is established, not simply talked
about.

South Africa's President De Klerk is
working to convince his countrymen that
apartheid must go and appears to be anx-
ious to enter into serious negotiations with
Black leadership to reach a consensus on a
new system that treats all groups fairly.

As for black resolve to continue to
press for freedom, that is obvious. As Mr.
Mandela said in his first words as a free
man:

““We have waited too long for our
freedom, and we can waitnolonger. Now is
the time to intensify the struggle.”’

Mr. Mandela has proved himself aman
of dignity and extraordinary ability whose
presence provides South Africans of all
races with leadership that can usher in a
new era for that sad nation.

At present, he has been released from
one prison into another, larger prison. For
that is what his country is for: the Black
majority. With continued pressure from
without and from within, today's prison
can be transformed into tomorrow's

garden.

is held back.

CREED OF THE BLACK PRESS
The Black Press belleves that America can best lead the world away from social and
national antagonisms when it accords to every person, regardless of race, color, or
creed, full human and legal rights. Hating no person, fearing no person, the Black
Press strives to help every person in the firm bellef that all are hurt as long as anyone

Articles and Essays by Ron Daniels

Pan-Africanism: Is It An Idea
Whose Time Has Come . .. Again?

In portraying the reaction to the release
of Nelson Mandela, a national network
television broadcast captured the Rev, Calvin
Butts, the brilliant, progressive, young pas-
tor of the historic Abyssinian Baptist Church,
speaking from his pulpit in the heart of
Harlem. In expressing his joy that Mandela
was now out of captivity, Rev. Butts said
‘“We are an African people,”’ whatever
affects African people anywhere, affects
African people everywhere. Rev. Butts was
thus upholding the philosophy and prin-
ciples of pan-Africanism: the concept that
African people throughout the world must
unite and work together for the develop-
ment of our African homeland as a basis for
the development and progress of African
people throughout the world.

The concept of pan-Africanism has
been a constant current within the stream of
Black political thought in America. It did
not take long for the idea to emerge from
among the captive sons and daughters of
Africa in America, that America was a
hostile territory where African people were
unwelcome except as slaves. Despite the
ruthless attempt to brainwash and de-Afri-
canize African people in America, a crav-
ing for Africa persisted in the hearts and
minds of at least some of the people of
African descent in this country.

Martin R. Delany, Wilmot S. Blyden
and Bishop Henry McNeal Tumer were
among the 19th century African-American
leaders who extolled the virtures of ancient
African culture and civilization and articu-
lated visions of what Blyden called *‘Pan-
Negroism'' as a strategy to empower and
restore Black people to their position of
historical greatess on the world stage. In
the early 20th century W.E.B. Dubois actu-
ally convened a series of pan-African con-
ferences and congresses where African people
from around the world discussed the cur-
rent situation and focused on the future
prospects for Africa and the race. And of
course pan-Africanism was the cornerstone
of the philosophy and movement of Marcus
Garvey who emphatically proclaimed:
*'Europe for the Europeans, Asia for the
Asians and Africa for the Africans at home
and abroad.”

In the latter half of this century it was
Malcolm X who stood apart from the civil
rights leaders in stressing the pan-African
and international dimensions of the struggle
of African people in America. Malcolm
constantly reminded us that we might be a
minority in America, but that we are a

majority in the world. For those who ridi-
culed the idea of identifying with Africa,
Malcolm bristled **why you left your mind
in Africa.'’ On the African continent, it was
Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, President of Ghana,
who most forcefully projected the vision
and ideology of African unity and pan-
Africanism as vehicles for the liberation,
empowerment and development of Africa
and the African diaspora.

With the call to Black Power, Black
consciousness and nationalism in the '60s
and '70s pan-Africanism gained a certain
currency and popularity among movement
activists. Leaders like Kwame Ture (for-
merly Stokely Carmichael) of SNCC, Jimmy
Garrett of th Center for Black Education,
Owusu Sadaukai (Howard Fuller) of Mal-
colm X Liberation University, Imamu Amiri
Baraka of the congress of African People
and countless others pressed pan-African-
ism and the concept that * ‘we are an African
people’” to the forefront of the Black libera-
tion movement. There was a genuine belief
during this period that pan-Africanism was
essential to the survival and progress of
African people in Africa, America and
throughout the diaspora.

This upsurge of pan-Africanism pro-
duced organized efforts to provide political
and material support for Africa. Organiza-
tions like Pan-African Skills successfully
convinced skilled African-Americans o lend
assistance to various initiatives, institu-
tions and enterprises in Africa. The South-
emn African Support Project (SASP) was
also organized to provide concrete material
support for projects in southern Africa.

On the political front, boycotts were
directed at U.S. corporations doing busi-
ness in southern Africa like Gulf Oil (Angola)
and Polaroid (South Africa). The Gulf boycott,
which was spearheaded by a young man
named Randall Robinson, had a great im-
pact. Of course Randall Robinson would
later become the Executive Director of
Trans-Africa. This influential lobby for
Africa and the Carribean can also be said to
be a product of this period of pan- Africanist
ascendancy. Last but not least African
Liberation Day, as an African-American
focal point for education and political
mobilization around Africa, was first or-
ganized in 1972. I can still hear Owusu
Sadaukai closing his address to the crowd
of 35,000 people in Washington, D.C.
hammering home the words ‘‘We are an
African People.”

Civil Rights Jou

by Benjamin F. C&uvk, Jr.

Liberia Needs leeratlon

The West African nation of Liberia
needs to be liberated from the senseless
fratricide that is now engulfing this nation.
During the last several months, more than
100,000 Liberians have had to flee their
homeland to avoid the bloodshed and kill-
ings.

The global community needs to speak
out more forcefully against the brutality
and repression of the aspirations of the
people of Liberia, by the government of
Liberia, led by the ruthless General Samuel
K. Doe. Reports that are now coming out of
Liberia from Liberian refugees attest to the
growing accounts of vicious indiscriminate
acts of violence by the Liberian Army against
the people of Liberia, in particular innocent
women and children in civilian areas of the
country.

The thirty million African-Americans
here in the United States especially need to
be made more aware of this impending
crisis and need to be more involved in
helping to resolve the conflict and stop the
mercilesskilling of African people by some
Africans who are being controlled and fi-
nanced by foreign interests. Toward this
end, a little history would be important to
note.

Liberia was formally founded in 1822
by Africans who had been slaves in the
United States. The Congress of the United
States and at the time, U.S. President James
Monroe, provided the money and transpor-
tation for these *‘freedmen’’ to go back to
AfricatosetupaU.S.-style African nation.
In 1847, Liberia-- with U.S. aid and sup-
port-- became Africa’s first so-called post-
colonial independent republic.

There were, however, some obvious
problems in the historical development of
Liberia as a nation. First, there were hun-
dreds of thousands of Africans already
dwelling in the land now known as Liberia.
Secondly, many of the so-called *‘freed
U.S.slaves'' were pre-conditioned to think
they were better than the indigenous Afri-
cans living in Liberia. Thirdly, there were
some authentic African nationalists resettled
in Liberia, but many of them were pre-
vented from organizing the majority native
population. In sum, the historic strategies

of **divide and conquer’’ and''manipulate
and exploit’’ were put into operation in the
development of Liberia with the complicity
of some Africans both resettled and native.
Of course, this history caused over the
years an enormous resentment by the na-
tives of the region to all those who had
come to disenfranchise and exploit the native
population.

Thus, in 1980, Samuel Doe of one of
the indigenous tribes, led the overthrow of
the Liberian government and has ruled Liberia
since 1980. The problem is that Mr. Doe
has seemingly forgotten the history of in-
dignity that he sought to replace. Today,
general Doe with full U.S. support of his
army, is killing his own people throughout
Liberia. Tragically, the main interest of the
U.S. government appears to be the same as
itwas 168 years ago: **divide and conquer"’
and exploit the riches of the land for U.S.
economic and strategic interests,

Once again, American foreign policy
toward Africa is a sad and tragic commen-
tary. We must raise our voices loud and
clear in protest to the massacre of hundreds
of people in Liberia, Samuel Doe and his
regime stand as a moral insult to the dignity
of humanity.

Kenneth B. Noble of the New York
Times documented in interviews with some
of the Liberian refugee victims the escala-
tion of the brutality. Several days ago in the
small town of Butuo, Liberia, Noble re-
ported that Mrs. Mindo Paye and her family
were asleep in their home when Doe's
uniformed armed forces attacked them. Mrs.
Paye's son and husband were killed by the
soldiers and her 11-year old daughter was
severely wounded. Mindo Paye cried out,
““They just shot us like animals."* This
mthumfommne.lyuunphﬁu the current
situation in Liberia.

There is no justification for fratricide.
Doe has exposed his own incapacity to rule
or lead Liberia. There will soon be another
popular uprising in Liberia, but the next
time the target will not be the *‘elite’’ of
Liberian society, it will be Doe himself.
The liberation of Liberia has been too long
coming into being, but it will be coming
sooner now than later.




