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The Portland Observer 
Dedicates this issue to those 

African-Americans whose 
Contribution to Black History 

Helped to Shape 
American History.
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You can 't talk abou t the acco m p lish m e n ts  of
B lack O regon ians w ith o u t sho u tin g  abou t the ir 
h is to ric  pro fessiona l successes in Portland Public 
Schools.

Despite the dem og rap h ic  odds, B lacks have 
earned the h ighest pos itions  of resp on s ib ility  and 
respect in the N o rth w e s t’s la rgest p u b lic  educa
tiona l system.

B lacks represent o n ly  15.4 percen t o f the 
schoo l d is tr ic t ’s s tuden ts  (1987-88 en ro llm en t), 
jus t 7.0 percent of the c ity 's  inhab itan ts  (1980 
census) and bare ly 1.4 percen t o f the state's 
residents (1980 census).

Y e t . . .
•  Matthew Prophet since 1982 has been the 

s u p e ra c h ie v in g  s u p e r in te n d e n t o f  s c h o o ls  
sough t by New York, Los A nge les and several 
o ther large urban schoo l d is tric ts.

•  Ernest Hartzog has been an assistant supe r
in te n d e n ts  Portland s ince 1972. He now  is the 
No. 3 educa to r in the system, in charge of 
d is tr ic tw id e  and a lternative program s.

CHAVIS GERALD

Just ask Matt, Ernie, Aletha,
Bill, Edith, Ed, Nate, Mac and 
604 other Black PPS employees . . .
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•  Aletha Chavis has been pe rso n n e l d ire c to r  
s ince 1980. She’s been instrum enta l in the 
em p loym en t o f 6,551 teachers and suppo rt 
em ployees, o f w hom  9 3 pe rcen t are B lack (a 
14 1 percent increase  s ince 1980-81).

•  Bill Gerald and Edith Wilson are tw o  of e igh t 
c lu s te r  d ire c to rs  o f  in s tru c t io n  ove rsee ing  
opera tions o f scores o f schools.

•  Ed Green, d ire c to r o f  tran spo rta tion  services. 
supervises the co m p le x itie s  o f bus ing  th o u 
sands o f school ch ild ren .

•  Nate Jones, a d m in is tra to r  o f Je ffe rson H igh, 
was honored by his O regon  peers as 1987 
S econdary P rin c ip a l o f  the Year.

•  Mac Lockett is ch ie f o f the 20-m em ber Portland 
S choo l Police Dept.
A ffirm ative  action and m u ltie th n ic -m u lticu ltu ra l 

educa tion  a ren ’t just ta lk  in P o rtland  P ub lic  
Schools. Just ask M att, Ernie, A le tha, B ill, Edith, 
Nate, M ac and 604 o th e r B lack em p loyees o f the 
schoo l d is tric t.

PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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