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by Professor McKinley Burt

There have been so many Black giants
in the field of medicine that it is almost
impossible to assign any rank among them--
or any priorities to the many achievements
that have alleviated the pain and suffering
of mankind. As we approached February,
Black History Month, I began this medical
series as a prelude tosome full scale articles
during that period. I spoke last week of the
need to motivate and to present role models
to this generation of African-American youth
for the purpose of directing a number into
the health sciences.

In 1987 I was able to institute a Minor-
ity Health Sciences Job Program for Afri-
can-American high school seniors at the
Providence Medical Center. The first two
students worked in computer sciences, one
carrying out a sophisticated program for
evaluating blood components and the other
implementing financial controls in the
delivery of medical specialties. Both youths
successfully completed their assignments,
paving the way for others to follow and
receiving applicable school credits while
earning above minimum wage.

However, I was to note that despite
extensive media publicity (Northeast
Community included), no African-Ameri-
can student, parent or high school coun-
selor made any inquiry--except one mem-
ber of their peer group. But scores of white
students and parents did so (including
Aslans). It may be revealing that 15 years
ago there was a somewhat better response
from Blacks (only somewhat) when I se-
cured the large scale government grant for
training Portland State University minority
students in medical specialties. It is sug-
gested here that at the very time African-
Americans are in the greatest need of edu-
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ers and put together a technology and
computer program that won a National
Science Award (I'll be back this year by
invitation-- Another top program here will
bring in enough resources that others will
take note. Right now, I'm locking on my
shelf at that famous old book by Carter G.
Woodson, The Miseducation of the Ne-
gro. Before I'm allowed to perform for the
Portland establishment I'm sure [ will have
completed The Dalles' Project and several
of those requested by members of the Na-
tional Association of Black Educators who
recently met here.

Dr. Louis Tompkins Wright (1891-

1952): “The MOST PRODUCTIVE,

most important and most distinguished

Negro physician yet to appear on the

American scene,'’ says the famous an-

thropologist Dr. W. Montague Cobb.

He was speaking of Dr. Louis T. Wright,

a true pioneer in medicine--the firsi

black physician to be appointed to the

staff of a New York municipal hospital,

the first black surgeon in the police

department of New York City, thefirstto

experiment with Aureomycin, an anlibi-

otic, on humans, the first black surgeon

to be admitted to the American College

of Surgeons since its inception, and the

first black physician in America to head

a public interracial hospital. In recent

years, his daughter became the first

black women to be named dean of a

medical school (New York Medical Col-
lege).

Louis Haber, Black Pioneers

of Science

Experiencing the same predudices as

Dr. Charles R. Drew of blood plasma fame,

Dr. Tompkins graduated from Harvard

Medical School cum laude, fourth in his

Is It The Process Or The Man?

by Leon Harris, Portland Observer |

The Citizens for Union Avenue claims
they have enough signatures to force re
naming Martin Lut King, Jr. Blvd. back
to Union Avenue. | Late cy are
angry with the process uséd 1o
change the name from Union Ave mf\ln
tin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. last April.
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All White Folks Are Not Bad...

by Ullysses Tucker, Jr.

Growing up in Washington, D.C., the
only time I saw white people was when the
police came to the neighborhood or when
my partners and I went down by the monu-
ments to break into cars, snatch pocket-
books, or mug Boy Scouts.

Everyone in my neighborhood hated
white folks. They were the reason for the
poverty I lived in, the unemployment, the
rats, roaches, and everything else wrong in
my community. He was the ‘‘blue-eyed
devil"" the Muslim brothers preached about
on the streets and the race that killed off
Malcolm and Martin. The white man, ac-
cording to my southern raised family, was
the sign of the burning cross and the hang-
ing tree. | had never sat in a classroom with
a white or had a white teacher until I was a
freshman in college. With these precon-
ceived notions about white people, it should
be no great revelation that I had an attitude.
Better still, I was beyond attitude, I had an
altitude!

Nebraska was abitter experience. [ was
called *‘nigger’’ in the daytime and cheered
for at night at basketball games. I can
vividly recall being run off the road during
track practice by cars traveling in the oppo-
site direction. I can also remember no more
than three Black players being on the court
at the same time even though all of us
scored in double-figures and received All-
Region or All-Conference honors. Need-
less to say, it reinforced my **D.C."" aui-
tude.

Mad at my east coast past and my
midwest experience with whites, I ran west
with my baggage and perceptions about
white people. It came as a total shock to me
that I encountered friendly white people in
Portland while attending undergraduate/
graduate school. [ withdrew socially, won-
dered why they did not called nigger, and
questioned to myself their motives for friend-
ship. I was scared and very confused.

Eventually, I had one of the greatest
revelations of my life. I leamed that some
white people are good and that others are
bad. By the same token, there are some

As oppose to classifying a white bad
because of his or her skin color, I gave the
ma chance. It is so easy and comfortable to
maintain existing attitudes as people. Be it
good or bad, our environment shapes our
values, perceptions about the world and
other culture. At some point, people need to
re-evaluate where they are in terms of race
relations and getrid of the baggage that has
affected potential communications over the
years, Since this revelation, I am so much
happier, emotionally healed, and open to
all people.

Wait, don’t get me wrong! Sure, there
is racism in Oregon and all over the U.S.A.
for that matter. In a social, economic, and
political system that was built on racist
principles, chances are that it will always
be here. However, that does not mean we
have to fall victims to such cancer. It is
never too late for change.

I am reminded of a questioned directed
to me by a student last week at Whitaker
Middle School in Keizer, Oregon. I spent
last Friday speaking with 700+ kinds in
classes and in keynote address about Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., keeping his dream
alive, careers in communications, and grow-
ing up in D.C. *‘Mr. Tucker,” she said
softly. ‘*With all the stuff Dr. King and
other black people had to go through, have
you ever wished that you were white?"’

I smiled and said no. Ironically, one
white student (only three black students in
the entire school) wished that he was black
so that he could be ‘‘Magic’’ Johnson,
Michael Jordan, or David Robinson.

I went on to tell her how much ] loved
being black and my experiences in spite of
the adversity. The problem is not so much
being black. The problem is how I am
perceived as a black man by the great
majority of society and how the system
deals with black people. I'm black by na-
ture, proud by choice.

This is why we must continue to reach
out to youths in culturally isolated environ-
ments, like Keizer, Oregon, who need to be
exposed to positive black role models and
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