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Say You Saw It In The

Locker Room

by Ullysses Tucker Jr.

Portland Observer!

In having a sense of social respon- of the positive elements in life. To put it

y Black frankly, I introduced him to the gang |

¢/prolessional role

wodel, 1 feel obligated 1o give something "*hang’’ out with at a Trailblazer games as
back to the ity in which I gained so a writer and as a producer for KATU-TV 2
wizdon sight, and direction. The l'alk about role models? I introduced ow 0 ge

B :‘ | ity B hum to “"Air"" Michael Jordan. **Air"’ ,- Ole Model Responsibility

d to speak at encouraged this young to join an educa

ind Opportunities Industrailiza

tional gang and do something positive with Wi hi t |
" . . . IEn a young athlete signs a contre W a prole L F OIS
his life. He met Clyde Drealer, Terry Por ¢ ung ete signs a cc ict with a professional sport

s team, the big question is
Rick :

for the holidays.

t operation helping

always, “how much will he or she be

for one reason ter, Byron Irvin, Wayne Cooper,
Adelman, and Clff Robinson left him
courtside tickets. He met Blazer VP/Spe

cial Events Wally Scales, Oregonian writ

getting”?” While everyone wonders what salary the athlete will make,

nother, 1o do the *‘right thing'' in the i
lhat’s the

the other thing that comes with that contract often is ignored

3efore a small group
Y GO sXDeriences responsibility of being a role model
f Washington, D.C.. the ers Dwight Jaynes and Kerry Eggers. He

Countless professional athletes say, **I don’t think of myself as a role

also met Blazer President Harry Glickman,

y of being a college athlete, and a host of model,” or I don’t want that responsibility.’
his son Marshall, PR men John Lashway I"'m sorry, but it’s not that easy. Kids have many role models in life,
NE YOUNg man was very and John Christensen, All offer construc most importantly their parents; but professional sports is such big busi
c & P cral imes, [ asked tive advice and their help in ness today that it seems every kid looks up to the professional ;;Ihiu[u.

ut u leave the room. | de What more can a youngster ask for? All the
d my respect and right to sptdj\ with

n and learn. Even-

; All anyone has to do is take a ride down to a park to see kids wearing the
elements dreams are made of were pre : :

: ; jersey and number of a favorite football, baseball or basketball player
sented to him! v .
hey are wearing that jersey because of their admiration for the person
who really wears it and their desire to be like that athlete
Players have to realize that if they get caught doing something wrong,
think they should

Whether they like it or not, society places them on a I

Kids who look up to them will be crushed, or worse,

do the same things . ; " .
; . If you're planning to drive, plan not to drink.

pedestal. Rather than deny their position, athletes should realize their -3 4 : :
2. If your friends drink too much, take their keys and drive them home.
chance to be good examples and positive forces ! ' 3
I'his is not to say that athletes should be treated any differently than 3. When you decide to go out, decide on a designated driver.

- If you drink more than you planned to, take a taxi or phone a friend for a ride.

the regular public. They are still human, and those who cannot act

ok

. If the party’s at your house and your friends drink too much, don’t
let them drive. If you can’t take them home or can't call a cab, have them
stay overnight.

.1{'LL'II[|_\ should be knocked off the F‘L'Lik"!l‘l‘ I'hat’s \\h_\ I am at odds

with the current NFL drug policy. A football player who gets caught by
the league with drugs is given a 30-day suspension for his first offense

Fhat’s not dealing with reality. If he were John Q. Public, he'd be

If you drink too much and drive,
the least youw’ll lose is your license. Guaranteed.

Oregon Traffic Safety Commission
Report drinking drivers to the police. Call 1-800-24-DRUNK.
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ﬂmm'l in jail tor the same offense!
e also have seen the great things professional athletes can do for the

community through programs like Ilu NFL's United Way program. But

there is still a lot of room for involvement

What can be done to get more athletes to take their positions as role
models more seriously? First, I wish each one would take that ride down
to the park and look at the kids who look up to them. Professional sports
organizations also might take more time to teach rookies about their roie

in the community. Teams should lay down ground rules for player con

duct. Athletes must realize that m: iking a bundle of money does not give
them the II"IH to do [r|\[h|r1\\__‘ thev feel Like ll.nr:\_

Professional sports teams and their supporters give these players the

opportunity to get a great start on life. They in turn should be respon-

sible to their community. The professional athlete who doesn’t believe

that he or she is a role model might as well not eat or breathe. because it
1S inherent in what the athlete is doing. el

Gale Sayers is considered one of the greatest running backs of all time. The
former Chicago Bear is a member of the National Football | eague’s Hall of Fame.
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: PACKED IN BAGS
| Best Ribs
3 in Portland . ’
‘ '88 & '89 Spec ialties: FII;SR'I'Y:::EE
tually, he sat and listened. He had attempted His reaction: **Where are these folks Best Soul Food BBQ Ribs & Chicken
and failed to gain control of the classroom going to be when I'm getting jumped on the '88 & '89 ”

or situation like he had done so many times.

As the class progressed, | learned that
the great majority of the students were
kicked out of school because of gang re-
lated activity; among them, the little sister
of "‘Ray’’ Winston, and my little disruptive
friend, the ring leader. For a moment, I
ceased and stepped into their world.

In taking the time to listen, I learned
that the gang has replaced the traditional
family structure. It offers bonding, nurtur-
support, commradery, ac-
nt, and protection. All of th
every same elements that family use to

Ing, love,

k now atli}.' m

offer

When you consider that 43% of the
prison population are Black males and that,
63% of Black females head households and
how 98% of all Blacks killed last year were

by other Blacks, one can understand but not
s for joining a gang. No

accept the reason

one is 1n the home to direct the children
before **‘mom”’ is working and “‘dad,"" is
potentially absent

At 0 ) [ felt this young man
reaching out to me for help and resisting
what | said only moments later. Behavior

science specialist suggest that these “‘type"’
of 18 Y g need role models,
pos reinfc and more impor
anit 0 see bright and new
’ onments

With this in mind, I took it upon myself

to make this young ‘‘gang leader’” my

special project and perhaps provide some

comner or shot at in the streets . . ."" | then
suggested that you eliminate those types of
possibilities by eliminating the lifestyle.
His reaction: **
on my homeboys by going square. [ taught
them how to bang. How would it look me
leaving them . .."" At that point, I realized
that it was not about changing him, it was

Idon’t want to punk out

about showing him that he had other choices
besides the streets and gang activities--Did
pride hide his joy, excitement, did the posi-
tive messages from my ‘‘gang’’ get through,
or did he really care? These questions roamed
around over and over in my head

When | dropped him off at his house
after the game, I told him a favorite story
from my childhood that my grandmother
(Carrie B. Tucker) once told me. She would
say, "*Junior, I can’t put nothing in your
hand if itis close. It will just keeping falling
on the floor . . ."

Perhaps, the young man did pick up
more than he indicated. [ can only hope that

he did. It is with this hope that I can find
simple pleasure in life and keep reaching
out to help someone. Each one should teach
one..

Hey shorty, yo! I'm reaching out again
Don’t let it fall to the floor, open your hand

R R EEE R R R R RO R

Ullysses Tucker Jr. did not receive
credit for writing the ““Air’’ Michael Jor-
dan story last week. It was ommitted in
Error.
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the United Way campaign. The money we

help raise benefits a lot of people in our
community. Your gift helps provide help for

abused women and children ... counseling

for teens w roblems homemaker

th drug |

THE UNITED WAY NEEDS YOUR HELP
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shelter for those with nowhere else to tum

services for disabled seniors

.. and s0 much more. That's why we need

your contribution today. So if you haven't
been asked to give, I'm asking you now
Thank you
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have a chance to give through your

now. It just takes a
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Crawdaddy's

CREOLE COOKIN'
—

1432 NE Broadway

Portland, OR 97232
Tues.-Thurs.: 11:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

2716 N.E. Martin

From $3.00 Yd. -

Quality!

QuaLIiTY Usep CARPET

(formerly Union Avenue)

BRASS LAMPS
While They Last?
ARMSTRONG LINOLEUM

NEW CARPET REMS
COLOR TVs
WALL FABRIC (NEW)
LOUVRED DOORS

We personally select each piece of used carpet to
insure that you age getting only the Highest

WEe GUARANTEE IT!

OPEN:10:00 A, 10 5:30 P

Gumbo - Cajun
Chicken
Shrimp Creole
Red Beans - Hot
Links
Much More!!!

OPEN MIKE
All Singers
WELCOME!!

Luther King Blvd.

$10.00 Ea.

6 & 12 Ft. Widths
$5.00 Yd.
$90.00
$4.00 Yd.
$20.00 Ea.

AM. Afternoon & P.M. Sh

ifts Available, No experience
necessary under new management. 1412 S.E. Morrison,
Portland, Oregon 235-3536.
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FRESH FRYER PARTS

POUND|

FARMS
SPLIT FRYER e

SRsasts THIGHS DRUMSTICKS
$2 69
POUND POUND POUND

Specials Effective TUES. thry SUN.

DECEMBER 5 thru 10, 1989

4% POSTAL NEWS

United States Postal Service
Portland Diwvision
Portiand, OR 87208-9641

* UNITED 5,

For more Infformation
cal Communications (503) 294-2257

News Release &
Public Service Announcemenr

Beat the Crunch and
Mail Early!

“Look for the Christmas Tree Collection Box Near You."

» EARLY 4
PICKUP |
-BOX

Beat the Late Mail crunch this holiday season by
) dropping your mail off by 1000 a.m. at a post
office near you or at a specially marked
*Mail Early, Christmas Tree Collection Box *

Your Mail is guaranteed 1o miss the crunch
=" and be on its way early in the day

For Box locations near you call the Mail E arly

\ Hotline at 294-2300

Public Service Announcement
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