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toon of achievement that more than
90 percent o f the students earn in 
»me top New York schools. “ Taft 
was near the top o f every negative 
••si the city produced,“ Principal 
Warren remembered. “ It had one o f 
the highest drop-out rates, just about 
the lowest attendance and achieve­
ment rates, nearly the highest sus­
pension rate. The school had a very 
bad reputation. I had kids coming 
into my office w ith tears in their 
eyes, saying, “ We don’ t think we’ re 
that bad.’ I said, ‘ Le t’ s prove it .”

They did-and Warren is proud o f 
the fact that he never used bullhorns 
or baseball bats or any o f the other 
flamboyant devices that have been 
glorified in the media in recent years, 
"you  can’t intim idate people into 
learning,”  he said, “ you can’ t use a 
baseball bat and say, ‘Hey, you:Leam.’ 
you have to serve as a positive role 
model.”

There are few better role models 
than Jimmie Warren, who lives north 
o f the Bronx w ith his w ife, Freda, 
and their two sons. He was raised in 
Harlem. He worked his way through 
college-acquiring a bachelor’s de­
gree from Long Island University 
and a master’s from C ity  College o f 
New York.(He is now earning a 
doctorate at Columbia.) By his own 
account, he was the only kid  in his 
neighborhood to make it to college- 
and many o f his friends ended up 
dead or in ja il. S till, kids at Taft had 
life  rougher than he ever knew.

“ I was shocked,”  he said. “ I had 
a teacher complain to me about one 
student who was not doing his 
homework.l said, ‘Bring him in. I ’ ll 
read him the rio t act.’ They brought 
him in, and I said, ‘James, I want you 
to bring your mother in .’ He said.’ I 
can’ t. She’s a drug addict. The courts 
took me away from her.’ I said, ‘Okay, 
bring your father.’ He said, ‘M y fa­
ther’s a fugitive. I haven’ t seen him 
in four years.’ I said, ‘Who are you 
liv ing  w ith? ’ He said, ‘ I was liv ing  
w ith  my aunt. She threw me out.’ “  
Warren worked w ith a social worker 
to find  the boy a foster home, and the 
new principal realized the kind o f 
challenge he was facing.

Instead o f a quick, g litzy solution, 
Warren developed a series o f an­
swers to T a ft’s many problems. A  
child in danger o f dropping out would 
be enrolled in the Adopt-a-Student

program, in which faculty members- 
Warren included-in vited kids to their 
homes, called them on weekends and 
during vacation, and constantly en­
couraged them to keep trying. There 
was a program fo r pregnant girls, 
another fo r kids w ith  low reading 
scores. Older students who had 
amassed a few credits entered an in ­
school GCD diploma program. Kids 
w ith high absenteeism rates were 
enrolled in special after-school 
makeup classes that enabled them to 
gel back in step w ith  their class­
mates. Warren added extra periods 
o f b io logy, math and chemistry to 
help his students do better on stan­
dardized tests-and teachers at Taft 
w illin g ly  volunteered their time. “ I 
wanted those teachers to think that 
their m iddle name was T a ft,”  W ar­
ren recalled with a smile.

The results were startling. The 
school now has a parents’ associa­
tion and active community support. 
Eleven percent o f the graduates now 
get Regents diplomas, and 80 per­
cent go on to some form  o f higher 
education. “ Don’ t get me wrong,”  
Warren said. “ We d idn ’ t solve all 
the problems at Taft. The dropout 
rate is s till too high; the attendance 
rate is s till too low . But we made 
some dents in the problems.”  w ith  
Taft on the road to recovery, New 
York C ity  decided it  needed Warren 
in another tough school.

Out in the front hall at Monroe, 
the kids scurried post in a class change. 
You could spot every type you ever 
knew in high school-the dreamers, 
the intellectuals, the wise guys, the 
jocks. They passed by a display o f 
photographs o f famous Monroe gradu­
ates: Regina Resnik, the M etropoli­
tan Opera star, is there; so is Leon 
Lederman, who last year won the 
Nobel Prize in Physics. But nobody 
has updated the lis t o f 20 years or so- 
since the school’s demographics 
changed and the students’ faces be­
came largely black and brown. Jim ­
mie Warren says he plans to make 
that honor ro ll current, finding dis­
tinguished recent alumni to recog­
nize.

“ When I see a k id  walk through 
the door at Monroe,”  this principal 
says, he sees the makings o f another 
Nobel Prize-winner. “ These kids have 
the potential. A ll they need is proper 
encouragement.”  Jimmie Warren is 
going to make sure they get it.
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Heating O ils
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Instructor, Dr. Elijah Kush Ben-Abraham 
Broaden your horizons

Study Greek, Hebrew, Arabic, Spanish, or French. 
We also offer studies in comparative religions of the

ooc

231 N. Lombard 
Suite 200
Portland, OR 97217

Peggy Sumner 
(503) 289-0205

LEE OWEN STONE
COOPERATIVE PRESCHOOL

120 NE Knott, Portland, OR 97212

282-7081
• multicultural • scholarships available
• ages 2-1/2—5 • • hours: 9 — noon
• in-home child-care available

| OPEN HOUSE WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23 -  7 -9  PM

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Portland Sickle Cell Anemia Foundation, 3833 N £ .  K illingsw orth  
Street, Portland, OR 9721 ljie e d s  volunteers for September W A LK A T H O N . 
Please sign up before 9/22/89. The Walkathon w ill lake place at W hitaker 
M iddle School Track from 9:00 A.M . to 12:00 P.M.
Contact Rochelle McElroy at 646-2159 or
Cynthia Smith at the office 249-1366
Lend a Helping Hand...
JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST SICKLE CELL ANEMIA!

THE NORTHEAST Y.W.C.A’S 
Summer Plus Youth Program 

“ CORDIALLY”
Invites you to attend the summer plus program wrap up 

PORTLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE,(CASCADE 
CAMPUS)in the Auditorium, 705 N. Killingsworth,

Thursday, August 24,1989 at 6:30 PM-8:00 PM 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!

Walnut Park Apts
Now Taking Applications for

Section 8 Assisted 
Housing

for Elderly and Handicapp residents

1 Bed Rm. Security Building

Laundry off street Parking

5272 N.E. 6th Ave.

or Call

Winnie/282-7449

VISION NORTHWEST

Proudly Presents

Renowned Pianist George Shearing

September?, 1989

7:00 p.m.

Hilton Hotel

921 S.W. 6th

Portland, Oregon

“Comfort, economy and efficiency. 
That's Super Good Cents. "

A
ccording to Mike Mahar, Debby Reid and the 
folks at Pacific are a real winning team.

Maybe not the kind on a court, but certainly the 
kind who work together to make things happen.

Debby’s story on the right is a good example o f 
how we can help customers with innovative energy 
related solutions.

Today, Pacific Power can help you discover new 
wavs to expand opportunity, reduce costs, and improve 
efficiency with a growing number o f energy products 
and services. How can we help you ?

PACIFIC POWER
E N E R G Y  S E R V IC E S  

Expect M ore From  Us.

Heal Pump apartment.

"With Super Good Cents design stan­

dards. the payoff is in increased com­

fort, lower energy bills...higher occu­

pancy rates. The real benefit, however, 

is greatly increased renter satisfac­

tion.

"We helped Mike and the 

plan and develop their ideas 

if interest in rentals so far 

any indication, it looks like

a real w inner once

again...forPacificTrends 

and Super Good Cents.”

Debby Reid
Ftrifk M r t  A PMirit orp Company
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