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/ OPINION

AT THE SUMMIT: THE PROCESS
OF NATIONAL RENEWAL

by Ron Daniels

EDITORIAL

HATE MONGERS STRONGER

THE ABC’s OF PROTEST
couldn’t have been too happy about it
either, since it served as a reminder that
another avowed racist won a Demo-
cratic nomination for a state office a
few years ago.

Even business is subject to harass-
ment by hate groups seeking to bring
white supremacy to the employment
in grave danger. office. Last month AT&T stockholders

In recent months there have hccn_ sided with management in beating back
racist incidents reported on scores OF 5 gackholder resolution that sought to
college campuses, among other places, — oiminate the company's minority hir-
as well as numerous acts of violence ing program on grounds that African
directed against African AmErCans, o mericans have *‘inherently low intel-

by John E. Jacob by Dr. Lenora Fulani

education, which had been free for 130
years, first got a pricetag tacked on it
when Black and Latino students began
secking admission in large numbers,
New York City’s Mayor Ed Koch,
Govemor Mario Cuomo and US Sena-
tor Patrick Moynihan of New York, all
of whom came from poor working class
familics--Jewish, ltalian, Irish--are all
CUNY graduates. Now these Demo-
cratic Party politicians are among those
pushing shut the doors of opportunity--

All over our country African Ameri-
can and Latino college students are
rising up 10 protest racism on campus--
the so-called *‘isolated incidents’" of
racial harassment perpetuated by white
students and all too often condoned by
indifferent administrators; the neglect
of Black Studies program; the failure to
recruit and retain Black faculty; inade-
quate services and rising tuition COsls
that hit students of color hardest.

New York City’s public colleges are

There's a terrible complacency about
the growth of racist and neo- Naziacuv-
ity in the country today. It's as if people
don’t understand that allowing the hate
groups to flourish puts our democracy

Faced with a deepening crisis characterized by a growing economic
underclass, drastically deteriorating inner-- cut ghetio neighborhoods, an
explosion of drugs,violence, crime and a dramatic widening of the gap
between the haves and the have nots in the National Black Community,
hundreds of African-Americans heeded the call of former Gary Mayor
Richard Gorden Hatcher to come to New Orleans for an African-American
Summit. It was time once again 10 reiniitiate the process of Black National
renewal.

Seventeen years ago it was Hatcher who had graciously consented to co-
convene and host the historic Gary National Black Political Convention in

Asians. Jews, Arabs, and other mem-

bers of minority groups.

I ast year, the New York City Police
Department recorded over 500 v iolent
incidents of this kind, a 100 percent
increase from the previous year.

White supremacist groups have

bombed homes, hoarded military weap-

ons, and engaged in shootouts with law
enforcement officers.

Even the homes of decent people
aren’t safe from the inroads of the hate-
mongers--in some cities they’ve aired
their messages of violence and racism
over cable television.

Of, course the most visible sign of
the way racism has become respectable
is the election of a Klansman o a state
legislature, something that caused shock
waves to run through national political
partics. The fact that he ran as a Repub-
lican damaged that party’s attempts o
win over black voters. But Democrats
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ligence."”

The outfit that launched this particu-
lar drive calls itself the National Alli-
ance, and its views are reflected in its
choice of Adolph Hitler’s portrait to
adorn it’s monthly magazine, celebrat-
ing 100th birthday of the history’s most
evil racist.

The new racism got a boost from the
mood of the past decade that pretended
we are a color-blind society and fos-
tered indifference to growing inequal-
ity and to civil rights.

Law enforcement agencies need 1o
gear up to closely monitor hate groups
and disarm them. Congress should pass
the proposed Hate Crimes Statistics Act,
which marks a beginning of a more
effective national law enforcement drive
to reduce racist violence and harass-
ment. Above all, no one can afford tobe
complacent or to fail to enlist in the
battle against bigotry.

PROTECT VOTING RIGHTS

by Benjamin F. Chavis,

and others who are still not registered to

1972. More than 8,000 African-Americans converged on Gary seeking to
find answers to the crises still confronting African-Americans in that period.
Cong. Charles C. Diggs, Imamu Amiri Baraka, Hatcher and a host of other
leaders had called the convention to shape a *‘Black Agenda™ and to forge
strategies for African-American empowerment and development. The pre-
amble to the Gary Declaration offered a profound analysis of the nature of
the problem facing the Black Nation. “A Black Political Convention,
indeed all truly Black politics must begin with this truth: The American
system does not work for the masses of our people, and it cannot be made
to work without radical fundamental change.’” As the delegates gathered in
New Orleans it was abundantly clear that this basic proposition has not
changed. Speaker after speaker rose to address the frightening and escalat-
ing crisis facing African-Americans, particularly our children and our
youth. Over and over again the anguishing cry of, how will we save our
children echoed throughout the conference chambers. In seventeen years
some things had changed, but much remained the same.

But something else is also wrong. Somewhere along the path to *‘suc-
cess”’ the African-American nation has lost its way . Overwhelmed by the
““illusion of progress,’” the idea of a Black agenda was no longer popular or
practical within the framework of mainstream politics. In the 1988 presiden-
tial campaign the concerns of African-Americans were seldom noted by
either political party. Richard Hatcher begged to differ. It was dangerous o
be caught without a black Agenda. Hence the urgent need for the Summit.

Some notable national leaders may not have shown up and the attendance
may not have been as massive as the Gary Convention, but at New Orleans
we began to rediscover the basic tenets required for our survival and
development. A Black Agenda; the Cultural Offensive; networking; and a
renewed recognition that *‘power concedes nothing without a demand.”
Where there is no struggle, there is no progress.

The challenge today is no less imperative than it was at Gary. “Itis the
challenge to consolidate our own Black role as the vanguard for a new
society’”. The tide of history has turned us in the right direction.

still rocking from protests over a pro-
posed $200 a year increase in tuition
that would have made it impossible for
thousands of students--most of them
poor people of color--to get a college
degree. Their militant and well organ-
ized strike action, which began on the
Harlem campus of City College, had
spread to 19 of the 20 senior and com-
munity colleges in the City University
of New York system before Mario Cuomo
was forced to back down. He vetoed the
tuition hike legislation an hour before
the midnight deadline.

Many of those who took part in the
city-wide strike,which is still going on
at some campuses over the issue of am-
nesty for leaders of the protest and cuts
in services,said they felt betrayed by
the attempt of state legislators to ram
the higher tuition through, and by the
failure of liberal Democrats, Black and
white, to stand up for them. They have
been betrayed.

doors that were opened to them,

The students are right to be angry.

They are right to be fighting on for
amnesty. But if their protest is going to
be effective, then its leaders have to
bring the struggle into the Coalition for
a Progressive New York that is taking
shape around many independent may-
oral candidacy; otherwise they will find
themselves being pitted against rank
and file labor, the Black and Puerto
Rican communities, and other tradi-
tional Democratic Party constituencics
whichare force tocompete with one an-
other in the divide-and-conquer shell
game the Democrats and their partners
in crime the Republicans play with our
people’s lives. It's a losing game., one
that sets working class students up to
fight for funding against workers, the
homeless, people with AIDS and the
elderly. Now that the students have
won this round, they must demand that
no other constituency or community be

Butit’s no coincidence thataCUNY made to pay the price.

PERSPECTIVES

BLACK GENIUS,
WHITE COVER, V

thousands of years ago the ancient
Africans mounted explorations, trade
missions and conquests to these places
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