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PERSPECTIVES
By McKinley Burt
BLACK GENIUS-
WHITE COVER PART
111

WASHINGTON, D.C. Apr.13, 1989-- The critically acclaimed
documentary *‘Dateline Freedom: Civil Rights and the Press,’* hosted by
Washington Post writer Juan Williams, will be rebroadcast Wednesday ,
May 3 at 10:30 P.M. ET on PBS (Check local listings.)

Through archival footage and interviews with many of the reporters who
brought this struggle to the public’s attention, the half-hour program which
premiered in January tells the behind-the-scenes story of how the press
covered the civil rights movement. These journalists, who were mostly
white, male and southern, share their recollections at a ringside seat in one
of the most important movements in recent history.

Among those interviewed in *‘ Dateline Freedom'" are: John Chancellor,
Charles Quinn and Richard Valeriani NBC; Herb Kaplow of NBC, later of
ABC: Robert Schakne of CBS; Newsweek's Karl Flemming; Jack Nelson of
The Los Angeles Times; and Haynes Johnson of The Washington Star and
later The Washington Post, who won a Pulitzer Prize for his coverage of the
1965 Montgomery to Selma march

Most of the reporters interviewed thought their work made a positive
unselors. contribution. According to Schakne, ‘‘Television nationalized the story.’
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