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ferson, a teacher at the Harriet
Tubman Middle School, was selected
15 one of the top five Oregon finalists in
S. West Outstanding Teacher

.]H.' 1989 1
A search for outstanding teachers,

h h beyond classroom walls’’,
brought attention to B. Anderson who
ywt two extraordinary programs

arri

by Stephen E. McPherson, Special
Correspondent

For more than a half century residents
in the vicinity of Martin Luther King
Avenue and N. E. Killingsworth have
become accustomed to walking to the

elderly persons who reside just across
the street in Walnut Park Manor. The
shopping center was not only a
convenient place to make their purchases
but also offered respite to a secluded
existence where they could while away
the time with friends.

Around the first of the year, Fred
Meyer executives announced their
intention to cease doing retail business
at that facility by the end of April. The
confusion and disappointment that this
decision fomented is quite
understandable.

Last week several reasons for rejoicing
emerged when it became known that
Corno foods had expressed an interest
in acquiring the property. The site
which is owned by the Portland Urban
League is known to be appraised at
about $825,000. For some time the
league has been considering offers which
hovered in the neighborhood of one
half million dollars, which according to

Corno acts to acquire Walnut Park facility

some critics is somewhat like firesale
panic.

The Urban League has been imperiled
with an intractable budget deficit for

the City of Portland has gotten into the
negotiations and threatened to withhold
all help unless the league got its fiscal
house in order which would include
getting out of the real estate business.
Apparently the city of Portland is satisfied
with the sale of the Walnut park property
because they are willing to finance part
of the transaction

At press time the final details had
not been resolved but it is understood
that the Corno group wants to acquire
the property without interruption in
service. The Corno group is o be
commended for its interest in and support
of a community which is going to need
a lot a help from like- minded persons
before it can return to the glories of the
past. Perhaps the renaming of Union
Avenue and the stay of execution for
the Walnut Park facility portend good
things for the future of this area. The
Portland Observer proudly welcomes
its new neighbor.

BAN ON
ALCOHOL IN
CITY OF
PORTLAND
PARKS

seek formal city council approval of an
ordinance which would immediately
ban the possession and consumption of
alcoholic beverages In Portland parks
except by permit.

Commissioner Lindberg, has stated
‘I came to this decision as a result of
public hearings, input from the Police
Bureau, recommendations from the
public safety in parks task force, and an
ever increasing number of neighborhood
association requests for alcohol bans in
neighborhood parks. The overwhelming
majority of behavior problems in parks
arose from alcohol abuse. This ordinance
will still allow alcohol possession and
consumption at any event for which the
appropriate park permit has been issued.”

Lindberg also said, ‘‘although the
city code empowers the commissioner-
in charge of parks to administratively
ban alcohol, I felt that council would
wantto participate in sending amessage
about our commitment to keeping our
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JEFFERSON
HIGH SCHOOL:
Yesterday, Today

and Forever
by Jimi Johnson

Jefferson High School has been
attacked from all fronts in the media for
quite sometime. These vicious attacks
on Jefferson feed and distort the
misconceptions and fear already harbored
by the greater Portland community
concerning the North/Northeast section
of Portland.

-----------------

APRIL 27, 1989

As a person who grew up in North/
Northeast Portland and graduated from
Jefferson High I've watched closely the
actions of the city toward it’s North/
Northeast community and fought to
demand services be met. In spite of the
lack of committment by city officials to
our community , I'd still say that North/
Northeast Portland is a good place to
live, and that Jefferson High School is
one of the best in the state!

In reference to an article by Mr.
Dexheimer in another weekly , I'd like
to say'’ ..Come on Down..."”" Come
live in North/Northeast Portland for a
few years then speak about the
community from up close and personal
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other countries and Americans who have
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CONTINUE
ON DBE
SUPPORT

services to his competitors on those
contracts to do it objectively.

State Department of Transportation
officials raised the conflict of interest
issue after the original contract was
awarded. Vernell West, coordinator of
the state Department of Transportation’s
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Congratulations

on a par with services in other
communities such as the Wilson School
service area.

““To blame Jefferson High School
for a deteriorating community which
surrounds Jefferson is like blaming your
doctor for catching a cold’’.The problems

around. However, as a city, Portland
has chosen to look the other way when
it’s citizens of North/Northeast Portland.

Closing Jefferson High would mean
total abandonment of North/Northeast
Portland by businesses and home owners
and would create the slum some officials
seem to want in our community, To
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institution, they attack the whole
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