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A Taste Of Oregon History: (An Exclusive)
«
rI

Uy Stephen E. McPherson,
Special Correspondent

One of the fascinating things 
about Oregon’s early history 
¡4 that many an aspiring entrepre- 

rtber garnered the opportunity to 
assume a significant position in 
the business world. Those per
sons who identified a need and 
then developed a capacity to 
Satisfy that void soon found

i
emselves firmly established 
ithin a given segment of com- 
erce. If such a person also were 
Endowed with certain skills he 

Soon became one of the valued 
members of a very special guild.
; James Watts, previously ac

claimed for his invention and 
envelopment of an effective 
sjteam engine, is credited with 
rjaving initiated the wuolen in- 
cfcjstry in Oregon. According to 
the legend, Mr. Watts first visited 
tjie Dalles in the mid 1800's. After
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navigating the Columbia River he 
was so impressed with the vast 
natural beauty and natural resour
ces of this unspoiled wilderness 
that he vowed to return and estab
lish a foothold. Watts went back 
to Missouri and returned to Ore
gon with his family in 1848. He ar
rived in Oregon with 330 sheep 
which had survived out of the 450 
that began the journey. These ani
mals flourished on the newly 
found lushness of Oregon. Co-in- 
cidentally, their fleece was extra
ordinary unlike their progenitors 
back East. Watts and his family 
fabricated many woolen products 
by hand from this great abun
dance of wool. The excess was 
sold. In time they supplied the 
gold miners of California with 
gloves which turned a handsome 
profit. Watts then organized and 
built the first commercial woolen 
mill in Oregon. The Willamette 
Woolen Manufacturing Company

of Salem was established in 1856. 
In addition to the commodable 
climate of Oregon, the abundance 
of mineral free water for process
ing wool and the potential for 
hydro-electric power made the 
wool industry a natural endeavor 
for this region. Within a rapid suc
cession of events, a number of 
woolen mills were established.

The Pendleton story had begun 
long before these events and 
spanned two continents. The wet 
mild weather of the Pacific North
west is similar to that of England.

Enter Thomas Kay. He began 
services in the family woolen es
tablishment at the age of thirteen. 
After serving an apprenticeship of 
seven years, Kay embarked for 
the United States where the grow
ing woolen industry had offered 
all sorts of enticements in order 
to attract trained and experienced 
journeymen to our shores. At the
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age of 20 he accepted an offer to 
apply his newly acquired skills to 
the woolen mills of New England. 
For six years he pursued the craft 
he had learned in England and 
rose rapidly through the promo
tional ladder. He served in a 
supervisory capacity in several 
eastern mills before succumbing 
to a prede lection  fo r the 
wonderlust and the pioneering 
call of "Go West, young man!” 
Once in Oregon he again ac
cepted a supervisory position, 
this time at a mill near Browns
ville. By now, every important 
event in his,life appeared to fol
low a six year cycle. At the end of 
that period he established the 
Thomas Kay Woolen Mill in Sa
lem. It became a family adventure 
with total involvement.

Fannie Kay, his daughter, ac
quired a particular delight in the 
various nuances of the family 
business to the extent that she 
became highly proficient in its en
tire operation.

In the mean while the Bishop 
component of the family team 
had developed a re-eminence of 
its own at the other end of the tex
tile spectrum. Clarence P. Bishop 
had developed a thriving business

by selling fine woolen products to 
Oregonians. It was inevitable that 
he and Fannie Kay would cross 
paths with each other, but it was a 
delightful quirk of fate that that 
they should fall in love and marry. 
There was little doubt that their 
children would also become in
timately involved in the woolen 
industry.

C.P BISHOP

Clarence and Roy recognized 
the tremendous potentila of the 
then floundering Pendleton Mills. 
They bought it, upgraded it with 
the latest technology and turned 
out th e ir f irs t p roduct in 
September 1909.

FANNIE KAY BISHOP

One of their products which im
mediately caught the fancy of 
many Oregonians and Indians 
alike was a newly designed blan
ket. Later they were to add a line 
of men’s shirts and finally 
women’s clothing. Their products 
became an instant success from 
the very outset because of their 
strong emphasis on quality. This 
is still the hallmark of the Pendle
ton tradition. Pendleton operates 
on the vertical system of produc
tion which means that it can 
maintain the high quality for 
which it is known by controlling 
every step of manufacturing from 
the processing of the raw material 
to the completion of the finished 
garment. In addition, they have 
established a tradition of quiet 
eloquence with a low profile. This 
feature story is one of the few in
terviews Pendleton has ever given 
to a newspaper.

Bethel A.M.E. Honors
97th Session of the 

Puget Sound
Annual Conference
Bethel A.M.E. Church, 5828 

N.E. 8th Avenue has the unique 
distinction and honor of hosting 
the opening of the 97th Session 
of the Puget Sound Annual Con
ference. This is the first in a 
series of Annual Conferences to 
be held across the Fifth Episco
pal District which is the largest 
Episcopal District in the world. It 
incorporates all of the states west 
of the Mississippi River, with the 
exceptions of Texas and Okla
homa, which belong to other 
Districts.

Another unique aspect of the 
97th Session, will be the appoint
ment of the new bishop to the Pu
get Sound Conference. Bishop 
Henry Murph, the eldest of the ac
tive bishops has retired, his re
placement will be named at the 
General Conference which is be
ing held in Fort Worth, Texas. Bis
hops are appointed every four 
years during the General Con
ference. As many as 500 - 800 rep
resentatives will be attending the 
97th Session of the Puget Sound 
Conference, from Alaska, Mon
tana, and Washington.

Representatives from other 
conferences as far away as Mis
souri, will also be present for this 
auspicious occassion. Several 
former pastors of Bethel A.M.E. 
Church such as, “ the Rev. Grady 
Brown, Ellis Casson, A. Lee 
Henderson, L. Fisher Hines, Les
lie White and other are expected 
to attend.
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BUILDING MATERIALS
Pole Building Kits. 24x36x10, 
1,925; 24x48x12, $2,600; 30x60x12, 
$3,571; 40x60x12, $4,384. Financ
ing, labor, delivery, other sizes 
available. Free brochures. (503) 
263-6953; 1-800-872-0070.
OR40703.

BANKRUPTCY
$75, stops bill collectors, lawsuits 
and garnishments. Divorce, $65, 
no court appearances. Complete 
preparation of all legal docu
ments. Paralegals. Legal Alter
natives, 1-800-445-6985, (503) 
255-7435.

ADOPTION
An infertile couple with loving, 
long-term marriage searches for 
baby to adopt. Our hearts and 
family await. All medical, legal, 
pregnancy related expenses paid. 
Call our Portland attorney collect 
at (503)222-2474.

HELP WANTED
A WONDERFUL fam ily  ex
perience. European, Scandinavian 
high school exchange students 
arriving in August. Become a host 
family for American Intercultural 
S tude n t Exchange. C a ll 
1-800-SIBLING.

JOBS 
in Australia

$11,500 to $60,000. Immediate 
openings for men & women. Con
s tru c t io n , m a n u fa c tu rin g , 
s e c re ta ria l w ork, nurses, 
engineering, sales. Hundreds of 
Jobs listed in nearly every oc
cu p a tio n . Call now ! (206) 
736-7000, ext. 100-A. Fee.

HELP WANTED
$850.00 gross part-time handling 
Hormel, Campbell’s food pro
ducts. No selling. Service com
mercial accounts. National cen
sus show gross $3,400.00 per 
month. You need $8,000.00- 
$16,000.00 cash. C a ll 
1-800-327-6828.

CATERING

D’JON ENTERPRISE
— Reasonable Rates — 

Large or Small
EVENINGS BETWEEN 
4:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

281-9703

SECRETARY/
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Secretary/Administrative Assis
tant to State General Manager 
and Director of Engineering and 
Marketing for large cable televi
sion company.
Type 80 wpm, handle phones, pro
cess reports, communicate with 
field locations.
Send resume to:

State General Manager
P.O. Box 8677 

Portland, OR 97207 
Equal Opportunity Employer

WANTED
Young People - Ages 1 6 -2 4  

Free Job Training 
Room And Board 

Clothing Allowance
Job Placement

Call Or Stop By Our Office
M.L. King Facility

4815 N.E. 7th 
Portland, OR 

287-0823

INSURANCE CLERICAL
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A MATURE. 
RESPONSIBLE, INDIVIDUAL FOR OUR 
RECORD FILING DEPARTMENT A HIGH 
ENERGY LEVEL. PLEASANT PERSONALI
TY ARE THE ONLY QUALIFICATIONS. 
LOTS OF WALKING. STANDING AND 
PEOPLE CONTACT
We offer excellence in our work 
location, office involvement, co- 
workers, and benefits package. 
Regular working hours of 8:00 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Combined with a com
petitive salary makes this an 
excellent opportunity.
We especially encourage minority 
candidate. The mature candidate 
both male and female, and han
dicap candidate. •
To apply for the position, if you 
are interested, please send a brief 
outline of your background to:

Safeco Insurance Co.
4101 S.W. Kruse Way 

Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035 
Equal Opportunity Employer


