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Iort1ond MESA, now in its third year,
s a pro%rom sponsored by Portiand
Public Schools and the School of
En%lneerin and Applied Science at
Portland State University. Project
Coordinator is Renee Wilkerson—
Anderson.

The program is open to all students
at participating schools but its mission
is to encourage minority students to
enter careers in math, sdence, and
engineering.

The 1987-88 MESA program has
410 students, two—thirds ‘of which are
minority. Participating middle schools
are Beaumont, Fernwood, Whitaker
Tubman, Ockley Green, Binnsmead,
Mt. Tabor, Hellog%. and Portsmouth;
high schools are Jefferson, Grant
and Benson.

Ken Krause. Tubman MESA Advisor,
works with €miro Gonzales and
€ddie Broeth on the terminal.

Beaumont students present trophies they won_at

MESA students
participate in a rich
variety of activities
including: study groups,
science labs, technical
site visits with hands—on
activities, speakers,
design contests, math
and “science competitions,
college Vvisitations,
college preparatory
activities—such as SAT study groups,
and mentorship and internship
opportunities.

“MESA activities are done on the
students own time,” noted Wilkerson—
Anderson, “after school and on
weekends.”

NATIONAL AND LOCAL N€ED

“There is a urgent need for MESA
type programs,” stated Gary Potter,
ssistant Director for the Oregon
Department of Transportation,
referring to Bureau of Labor statistics
showing that nationally Blacks
comprise only 3.7% of all engineers,
3.2% of architects, 2.5% of natural
scientists, 3.3% of physidans and
dentists, and 3.0% of lawyers and

judges.

Potter continued, “As a major

e onier of cvil engineers in the
state It's part of our responsibility to
take leadership in developing
Oregon’s minority youth.”

“Mentorship and internship
opportunities for students from
ograms like MESA will be an
integral part of our affirmative action
effort,” said Potter, “they can be a
bridge into our €ngineer Trainee

program.

The €ngineer Trainee program
provides summer employment for.
students enrolled in a ccglege CI\F"
engineeri ogram, and pays from
$1194 tc?gsgl% per month. In a
given year, 10 to 20 Trainee
positions are available.

a math/science

competition to Principal Thomas Marineau. MESA RAdvisor, Sterling

€ltagonde is at bak left.

EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTIONS

“We have received significant
contributions from both the_ private
and public sector,” states Penny
Fukui, Career Coordinator.

During the summer of 1987,
Tektronix employed six MESA interns.
Minimum wage was $4.95 per hour.

Tektronix will increase the number of
interns from six to twelve this year.
In addition, the Tektronix Foundation
has initiated a college scholarship

fund of $25,000 for MESA students.
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Comille Greenidge ~Stephanie Bell

Three of last years Tek interns are
now freshman engineering students;
Stephanie Bell at the University of
Washington, Heidi Durrow, Stanford,
and Camille Greenidge, Portland
State. Pamela Clegg, Leila Aziz, and
Byron O'Brien, the remaining interns,
are 10th, 11th, and 12th I_?roders
respectively, at Jefferson High.

The Army Corps of ineers initiated
a "loaned professional” program with
MESA. Russell Smith, a mechanical
engineer with the Corps, has
functioned as a technical advisor and
MESA/Industry liaison for the
program.

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP

Another accomplishment that hacs
pleased the MESA staff is the
development of the Portland MESA
Parent Support Group. Approximately
50 parents belong to the volunteer

group.

€mphasis is on sharing information
among parents—"what seems to
work and what doesnt, as we
atte to raise our Kids,” stated
Don Warfield, one of the group
leaders.

Panel discussions at the last meetin
incuded effective communications wit
your school and student, opportunities
in MESA, coping with parental
anxieties, developing good study
habits, and productive “communication
about grades.

PORTLAND

Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achlevemenl

Jon Ibanez, a student at Mt. Tabor,
wrote of his mentorship with Lonm
Olson and Lamy Christianson of the
State Highway Division...

_Before they extend or build a road,
they need to measure everything

list what's around the area.
They need to know how many trees,
light” poles, telephone poles, etc. are
in the area.

But before they can do anything
about the roads there has to be an
idea of what needs to be done.
What design will the road look like?
How much will the project cost?

Then there is contrat plans and bid
letting, low bid will be the one to
build "the road.

Then construction starts. The last step
is final acceptance.

Mr. Christianson showed us a
computer used to design roads or
bridges. Ben and | played around
with this computer ond trees
between the freeways. That was fun.
After our visit Lamy gave Ben and
me M&M's for a small snak. | hope
to do the trip again.

This position of engineer will only fit
men and women who are patient
and like to work with many details.
They also have to know math
because if there's a wrong ’
measurement, the whole project will
be a disaster.
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