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Al Williams, General Manager at the Portland Observer, anticipates

Oregon’s New

During the rush to close the 1987 legislative session, a satety bell lav
finally emerged. There has been some confusion about the contents of the
w and what relationship it has to the 656 MPH speed limit on rural I
tate freeways. Here are some answers to those questions

Belts and 65 MPH:

e The safety belt use law and the 656 MPH speed himit on rural interslats

freeways are separate pieces of legislation

e Both laws go into effect on September 27th of this year

e The safety belt use law will be on the ballot on November 8, 1988. At

that time the people of Oregon will decide whett t 1o k }
law

e The 65 MPH speed lirmit wiil not be voted upor
The Safety Belt Law:

The safety belt use law contains two offenses. Both are tratfic infrac
tions with a maximum fine of $50. This is the lowest fine tor a traffic of
fense, just like driving with a taillight out The first offense i1s called “"failure
to use safety be'ts’’. The other offense is called failure to maintan safet

belts in working order

Who Must Wear Safety Belts?

e All drivers and passengers, all ages, resident and nor fent

e Children under one year of age must nide secured in an approved Id
safety system (infant/child car safety seat)

Expections:

¢ |f there are more persons than safety belts

e |f the person has obtained a "certificate of exemption the DMV

(requires a physicians statement to DMV that the safety belt systen

Nine of our states got their names from the rivers that flow through them
_ Colorado, Connecticut, lllinois, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, Ohio,
Oregon and Wisconsin
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About Safety Belts
e The law states that safety belts must be PROPERLY . This meat
that if a vehicle has a lap and shoulder combination, both belts must b
Worn as intended. not one or the other

¢ The law also states that an owner must keep belts in working orden

Who is Responsible:

e [Driver i b th iy | 6 vear
f e

. It [ i sponsible tor themselves

e Ow y ponsil 1o k safety belts in working ordern
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