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OHSU Celebrates New Pediatric afs Administrator 

Intensive Care Unit to Hear Welfare
It was just the flu Or th a t’s w hat they though t at first, un til 13 year old

Am y Ryan from  M cM innv ille  became severely ill for some unknow n reason
Her fam ily physician fe lt the uniqueness o f her s itua tion  required additional 
health care expertise He called for the Oregon Health Sciences Univer 
s ity 's  emergency transport system to  rush Am y to  Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital.

Just a few  days after the physic ian ’s referral on the night o f April 24

1986 A m y ’s heart stopped one. tw o, three tim es Her parents watched in 
disbelief as the pediatric health care team  at Doernbecher brought their 
daughter back to life and back to  her fam ily

A year later, A m y is now  an active and health high school student Her 
parents say it ’s a m iracle Yet, she is just one example of the many children 
from  the Northw est servod by the professionals o f the Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit at Doernbecher Begun in 1966, the unit was the first of its kind 
m the state

A  C e le b ra tio n  o f C o n tin u e d  E x c e lle n t P e d ia tr ic  H e a lth  C are

Now critica lly ill children like Am y w ill have the advantage of new  state 
of the art technology and expanded pediatric health care services when the 
renovated Doernbecher's PICU is o ffic ia lly  opened w ith  a cerem ony 
May 27th, 10 a m . at University Hospital (south), floor 13B

Am y and her fam ily w ill be there to  help celebrate, as well as other 
patients the health care professionals and com m unity supporters o f Doern 
becher Dr Leonard Laster, OHSU president, w ill present an honorary 
key of the PICU to  A lyce Cheatham, the president o f the Doernbecher Chil 
dren ’s Hospital Guild Donations made through the Doernbecher Guild and 
the Children s Mirar le N etw ork Telethon provided m ore than half the fund 
mg for the new unit

Privato and Public Sectors Join Efforts to Help N W  Children

All funds for the PICU renovation were derived from  private contnbu 
tions No s tille  funds were user) M ore than 5750,000 was provided by 
the contribu tions made through the Doernbecher C h ildren 's Hospital Guild 
ami the Children’s M iracle Network Telethon The rem aining funds were 
obtained from  private g ifts  made to the OHSU designated in support of 
Doernbecher Children s Hospital

Together, the ,inva le  and public sectors are doing an ou tstand ing job 
on behalf of the children of th is s ta te ," says Laster "These individuals 
md groups r a n  take great pride in their involvem ent in this e ffo rt

N e w  PICU N e w  T e c h n o lo g y  and E xpa nd ed  S e rv ices

The New fai ility, expanded from  1,800 square feet to 4.000 square feet, 
offers im proved iso lation capabilities and more fam ily and staff support 
■.pai e Ttie unit s new technology includes an updated centra l m on itoring 
system, autom ated blood pressure m achine and an external cardiac (racer 
In addition, a new piped in u tility  system for oxygen and air suction appara 
tus has been added

The O H S U ’s pediatric critica l care transport system w h ich  brings in a 
major portion  of the u n it ’s patients, w ill also be expanded due to the 
renovation The transport system now  lands on the O H S U ’s new heliport.
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A O kay  s ig n a ls  A m y  R yan. 14 as she s ta n d s  b e s id e  on e  o f the  
a m b u la n c e s  used  to  t ra n s p o r t  c r it ic a l ca re  p a t ie n ts  to  th e  O re g o n  
H e a lth  S c ie n ce s  U n iv e rs ity  A m y . n o w  a s o f tb a ll p itc h e r  fo r  the  
M c M in n v il le  G rizz lies , w a s  saved by h e a lth  ca re  p ro fe s s io n a ls  a t the  
P e d ia tr ic  In te n s iv e  C are  U n it a t D o e rn b e c h e r C h ild re n 's  H o s p ita l 
las t year a fte r  her h e a rt s to p p e d  th ree  tim e s

located next to the university s  emergency room
The new PICU is the firs t step toward the renovation ot the children s 

hospital
Doernbecher is a 107 licensed bed hospital p rov id ing  nearly 500 physi 

i rails and nurses w ho care for more than 20 000 children eai ti year

13 Portland Public 
Schools to  
Graduate 

2,750 Seniors
Some 2 750 seniors from  Portland Publu Schools 10 high schools and 

throe alternative secondary program s partic ipate in graduation exercises 
from  May 26 to June 5

Graduation ceremonies w ill be held at the Civic A ud ito rium  222 S W  
Clay St for students at Portland ’s large high schools and at the individual 
alterative schools for students of those program s

G raduation dates and tim es are Jefferson High School. Thursday M.iy 
28 8 p m  M etropo litan  Learning Center Friday may 29 8 p m  at MLC 
2033 Glisan St M arshall High School, Sunday May 31 1 p m  Cleveland 
High School, Sunday. May 3 , 4 p m Franklin High School. Sunday. May 
31 8 p m . ,  M adison H igh School Monday, June 1, 7 30 p m  Roosevelt 
High School Tuesday, June 2. 7 p m Lincoln High School, W ednesday. 
June 3 8 p m Benson High School, Thursday, June 4 7 p m  Vocation 
al Village, Friday, June 5. 8 p  m at Vocational V illage 5040 S E M ilwaukie 
St

Reform Ideas
Two P ortland low  incom e advocacy groups have invited tw o  major stair* 

hum an services o ffic ia ls  to Portland to hear welfare recipients tell w ha t they 
need to  get o ff welfare

Freddye Petett, A du lt and Familv Services head adm in istra tor and Janis 
Yaden, Governor G oldschm id t's  hum an resources advocate, w ill be in Port 
land June 1 for a 7 p m  public bearing at Grant High S chool cafeteria 
They w ill hear a group o f low  incom e people, caseworkers and other so' al 
service agency workers tell what they th ink m ust be done to m ove low  in 
com e people tow ards self su ffic iency

The hearing was organized by the Portland Chapter of the Oregon 
Human R ights Coalition (OHRCl and Portland Public Schools Headstart 
Parent Policy Council The tw o  groups have also invited a num ber o f state 
legislators

Contrary to  m any people s image o f welfare recipients, many w ant to yet 
o ff the rolls and m ove tow ards self su ffic iency But they can 't t>ei ause of 
flaws in the we lfare system For exam ple, current rules do not a llow  child 
i are paym ents w h ile  m others on welfare are receiving schooling Neither 
do they a llow  welfare m others to get volunteer experience tra in ing while 
still rece iving welfare grants Such rules hinder these w om en from  gaming 
m arketable |ob skills These situations w ou ld  be remedied under HB2760 
a bill supported by OHRC It is up fo r a vote in m id June

A nother factor w h ich  discourages welfare recipients from  ge tting  a job is 
a rule w h ich  coun ts  m oney the state pays for childcare as part o f income 
So w hen welfare recip ients take in itia tive  to make some incom e, they often 
lose rem aining partia l welfare grants This means they may actually reduce 
then incom e by go ing back to w o rk . and reduce t to  a po in t where they 
( an no longer support their fam ilies A nother bill supported by OHRC, 
HB2319 w o u ld  rem ove childcare subsid ies from  incom e ca lcu la tions, as 
well as increase the subsidy rate from  93 cents to  one dollar an hour It 
is also com ing  up for a vote in June

Other welfare reform  legislation supported by OHRC w ill likely be dis 
cussed in the hearing It includes

• HB 3361 which would provide pre-natal care to people witl n .....
up Io 200 percent o f poverty  level, and w ou ld  provide pre natal care for 
people in m any rural areas w ho now cannot get it

•  A proposed direr tive for Adult end Family Servir as tr
‘ kins care organizations and health m aintenance organizations tha t con 
tract to care for welfare recipients, so problem s w ith  low  incom e access 
to health care can be resolved

• Reinstating appropriatioi I ts witl
up to  133 percent o f welfare levels

• Reinstatem ent o f 12 m onth tw o  parent welfare
•D ire c t ' tw pen at t over I udget tax rei eipts nto the Depart

of Hum an Resources rather than in to  tax refunds
Those w ho  w ish to testify  should con tact Olga Talley at Portland Public 

Si hools Headstart 280 5724

Jefferson High Reunion
Jefferson High School s class o f 1957 w ill hold their 30th year reunion 

August 14th and 15th at the Columbia River Red Lion Inn All class m em  
hers are asked to con tact Jack Stacey, 235 8741 for further in fo rm ation  
<md to  update the  Class of 1957 m ailing list
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