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AG  R esearch: C u lt iv a tin g  D o lla rs  fo r  O regon
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Chances are you 've  never heard o f a fababean Even 
if you have, they probably aren 't g row ing  in your back 
yard garden

But fababeans when green, they resemble lima 
beans o ffe r prom ise as feed for Oregon swine, w h ich  
o ften  eat m ore expensive feeds brought in from  ou t of 
state

As a crop new to  Oregon, fababeans are a focus of 
ag ricu ltu ra l scientists ' research at the Oregon A gncu l 
tura l Experim ent S tation, baser! on the O regon S tate 
U n ivers ity  cam pus in Corvallis

A nd  they .ire but one example of how  experim ent 
s ta tion  researt hers are w ork ing year round and state 
w ide to  i mate new products, to find  new m arkets, to 
leng then shelf lives and to  im prove the quality of foods 
w e eat

In a state where agricu lture is one of ttie  top  tw o 
industries, the experim ent s ta tio n ’s c o n trib u tio n s  can 
be as attractive to  our farmers as an ungrazed alfalfa 
m e.idow  is to a hungry heifer

Consider these examples
• ■ trea watermelon growet ftei

harvest their crops until late July, long after the Fourth 
of July peak of w aterm elon consum ption  A gricu ltu ra l 
Experim ent S ta tion  researchers, however are w ork ing 
w itti fabni an il plastn row covers used in f urope that 
may help melons ripen earlier while also pro te i ting them  
against inclem ent weather

• M any O regon growers of .o ft w h ite  w tieat are 
losing money because a g lu tted  w orld  m arket lias de 
pressed prices Crop si lentists t itta i lied to OSU. flow  
ever are developing strains of hard red w inter w tieat, 
like th.rt grow n in the Plains states w h ii h may enable 
Oregon wheat growers to ini lease overseas sales

• Turkey*. a $12 l million cash crop for O reg o n  in 
1985. eat expensive M idw est grow n i orn and soy 
beans Anim al si lentists are ex|>erimenting w ith  yellow 
peas and w ith  a wheat rye com bination tha t can be 
g row n  in Oregon If suci essful, they w ill have redin ed 
turkey growers I osls w h ile also expanding m arkets for 
O regon fie ld i tops

Even if yon aren t a farmer this resean h is im portan t 
to you

If farm ers can t g row  t tops econom ica lly  and then 
sell them , they w on t make a pro fit I, farmers can 't 
m ake a p ro fit, they w o n t  .(lend m oney w ith  local

restaurants, grocery stores, service stations, travel 
agents, appliance dealers and theaters

To those in agricu lture, w ork at the experim ent sta 
lion  is as exciting as that being conducted at IBM  or Bell 
Labs

For example, crop scientists at the experim ent sta 
tion  developed the Stephens wheat variety, an unusual 
ly disease resistant strain that now  accounts for nearly 
75 percent o f wheat grow n in Oregon

Research also dom esticated a crop called m eadow 
foam , wh ich yields a high priced oil used in cosm etics, 
lubricants and soaps

And they in troduced bush beans so tha t Oregon far 
mers, w ho previously grew  pole beans, cou ld use more 
econom ical m echanical harvesters

Because Oregon grow s more than 170 crops in 10 
d is tinc t regions, the A gricu ltu ra l Experiment S tation 
also works statew ide

Branch stations are located in Aurora. M edford, 
Hood River M oro Redmond. Burns, K lam ath Falls 
Herm iston, Pendleton. Union and O ntario

fhe ir work ranges from  potatoes and onions to ca, 
tie and sheep

In addition related operations to help grow ers w ith 
Easter lilies and seafood operate at B rookings and 
Astoria

Experiment station research also teach students, and 
the branch stations across Oregon are available to both 
graduate and undergraduate students for their studies

Ret ognizing the clear econom ic value of this re 
search, the 1985 Legislature voted Oregon Lotte ry re 
venues to build new facilbes Io  conduct research in to 
grow ing (M)tatoes la $100 m illion dollar industry  in Ore 
gon l and raising sheep (where Oregon is No 8 nation 
a lly l

Ai ross Oregon, these advances in agricu ltura l sci 
erii e are b o o s tin g  the sta te  s farm  e co n o m y  whether 
in fru its fow l forage or fababeans

State and federal dollars invested in the Aqn< ultural 
I xpenm enr S tation have an econom ic payo ff tha t ex 

tends b e yo n d  O regon  s bo rd e rs  am i ,n lo s s  ge i e ra t«  i 

of agrii u ltura l products This payoff is tru ly global 
th rough  the sharing of in fo rm ation  that im proves tfie  
lives of people around the world

Wilt <i«n f D . iv is  is i h»n<.«Hkw of the Oregor, State System of Higher
t 'I«h

E litism  and In e q u a lity
One o f the m ost s trik ing  con trad ic tions about Am en 

can society is ttie  trem endous distance betw een its 
rhetoric o f dem ocracy, social equa lity and "e qu a l 
oppo rtun ity  for .ill, and the harsh reality of r lass in 
equality, social b igo try  and » < onom ic d iscrim ination  
W e usually th ink of this contradu bon m »»tther racial 
terms, or gender term s Tti.it is. m ost ot us are now  
sensitized to racial prejudu we know  it when we see 
it J im  C row  as d legal system no longer ensts  W e are 
less sensitized to gender disc rim m atior >>r sewism But 
we all know  that job  disc rim m atior -r educ ational dis 
crim ination  against w om en is not «•< «»pt.tbh tnd tha t it 
is illegal Yet so many o f us w ho  are a< c ute ly cons« »ous 
of these form s of disc rim m ation o v e r lo o k  tb«» system ic 
disadvantages of the poor we an frequently  b lind  to 
the c ripp ling  stereotypes m-p. •,»•<! by 1 lass biases

Elitism is a genera l te rm  w ho  b embrac es th is  per 
vasive fo rm  o f rnu ltic lass  dis« r im m a tio n  Perhaps th e  
best de fin ition  fo r • •» Usm is tti. set <<f sue u l  a t t i t u d e s  

and ins titu tions w h ich  perpetuate 
in e q u a lity  The key w ord  in th is

values, public poli< 
any fo rm  of syster 
defin ition  is sys te im  I 
casua l coll» * tm o « >f >. .«« -• . 
perpetuate ttie  aft • 
over and  ab<>ve ttie  ♦ • • *• •

f litism  IS ttie  I’ JH , 
rate plannee I and , steu 
L is ions whic h pcesery•• •.« 
types ratio» » /♦ • . j • -  ,
A n d  th e r e  «in • nun . r i ,,, • . 
inequality

There is th e  in e q u a lity  » 
of Am ericans w h o  live  tie 
depend on pubic as ,i tan 
the inequa lity  of tt 
sle«»p hu nq ry «sic h

, .m  is  n o t  .10 accidental or 
porn ip les and  polic les w h ich  

m e  la s s  o r group o f people
»• i .♦ m o th e r c lass 
s s te n t  u u tc  orne ot a delibe

• fie-, of public po licy de
■ i! ille g ib ility  Ttie stereo

• a nd  ju s tify  «Hitist p o lic ie s  
am p les or m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f

,M,m ,n o ‘il  by those m illions 
W the poverty line or w ho 
• for their survival There is 

♦ • 20 m illion Amenc ans w ho  go to
jt it There is the* inequality o f ttie
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C O M M IS S IO N  IO R  RA( IA I JUSTICE

sm all fa rm er and  fa rm  w o rke r w h o  is fore ed in to  eco  
no rn ii p e n u ry  by d e s tr i«  tive  federa l g o v e rn m e n t p o ll 
t ie s  and by tt ie  < »repetitive p o w e r o f m o n o p o ly  o w n e d  
agribusm essess In e q u a lity  < a n n o t be separa ted  fro m  
co n s id e ra tio n s  o f r«i< •• or gender b«s a u s e  m a rac ist and 
sexist soc ia l order p o v e rty  is expe rcm i e,f m a disc r im i 
n .ito ry  w a y  Be- a ir  • , ,f c ,  lSn  t t ie r e  is  a h ighe r p«»r 
c entaq» o f p«:v»*rty arnoc g H is p . in u  s and Bl<ic ks for 

a m o n g  w tiite s  Bee <iuse o f tt ie  
ill f.im ili«*s whic h live  tie lo w  the  
pnvxa ty l«‘vel «rre headed tiy  

c t ip n  hend  th e  ro le  o f m u lti 
siqm fic .in t soc ia l va ria tile  w e  

m d cu res to  th e  d ile m m a  o f

instane «• th a n  ther 
sewism tw<> th ird 4 
f »• J«*r a
wom«»n U c A is iM  
c lass O ppress ion  .1 
m us t iso la te  th» 
e litism

Ttie rn.it« 
♦ • t h e  un»

(Í the  p

e litis t <lttltud«*s 
g o o d s  and s«*r 

order The o ld  
»or get p o o re r ,

was never m ore accurate a descrip tion o f socioeco 
nom ic realities than it is today The dream o f a m iddle 
class lifestyle horn«* ow nersh ip , tw o  autom obiles, 
m aterial a ffluence and excellent cnlucational and cul 
tural faciliti«»s for one s children, has becom e increasing­
ly rem ote for m illions o f Am ericans B lack. Hispanic, 
an d  w h ite  The richest one f ifth  o f all households in 
tins country re» eive about 45 percent o f all incom e, 
w h ile ttie  t io t to rn  one fifth  gets under 5 percent Th<> 
average incom e o f all tw o  par«*nt fam ilies has d ropped  
- >ver 3 p«x «»nt be tw een 1973 and 1984

The burden o f economic inequality falls m ore severely 
ami unfairly upon young fam ilies Back in 1973, the 
aver.ige salary o f a 30 year old male was $25.253, in 
c urrent dollars A decade later, the same w o rke r took 
hum»- .m average salary of $18. Z63 As wages fell, m ost 
young consum ers were for. ed to rely on cred it to  cover 
basic n«»«*ds Consum er insta llm ent debt rose to  over 
16 pen ent o f  ill personal incom e tiy  1986 O ther fam i­
lies began cu ttin g  bac k try ing  to lower the ir expecta 
tions A i cord ing to B usiness W eek, the typ ica l fam ily 
headed tiy som eone .ig«*d 25 to 34 spent 14 percent less 
on fu rn itu re  in 1981 than a similar fam ily did in 1973. 
They spent 15 percent less on personal care, and 38 
p fo  ent less on 1 harity  M eanw hile, prices con tinue  to 
spiral In 1984, the average price for a single fam ily,
3 bedroom  2 bath hom e in D etro it was $95,000 Two 
y e a rs  later the average pric e had increased to $110,000

well beyond the means o f an average, w ork ing  
fam ily And ttie  hom e prices in m ost Am erican cities 
wer« » rally m ore «»wpi'nsiv«* els«.»where 7 he average 
house» in 1986 w ent for $112,000 in Baltim ore; $115.000 
m (.tin  ago s suburbs $124,375 in W ash ing ton. D C 
$ 180,000 in Boston, and «in unreal $375,000 in San Fran 
CISCO

On«» of the greatest po litica l questions o f 1988 is whe 
ther the w h ite  m iddle class, especially those incom e 
♦ •arners be low  40 ye.irs o f age, w ill com prehend the 
und«»rlyiny masons for the expansion o f social e litism  
and onomic inequality in th is decade, and w hether 
they II vote accord ing to their ob jective  in terests Two 
politic ,il ou tcom es seem m ost probable The w h ite  
m.dcfl«» 1 lass frustra ted and m ired in consum er debt, 
may look for sc apegoats to expla in their p ligh t The 
problem s of A fro  Am ericans Latinos, and poor people 
may b«* s«*«»n as s«»condary and even irre levant to their 
ow n cond itions The cry against elitism  and declin ing 
liv in g  s t.in d .ird s  may feed a reactionary populism  head 
ed tiy Reagan clones Kemp. Dole. etc. The o ther op 
tion is that w tnte m iddle Am erica w ill discover tha t it.
! ,s vii tim ized tiy ttie  po litics of elitism , corpora te  
gr.ift and so. lal welfare cu tbacks The ab ility  of Jesse 
J.ic kson and the Rainbow Coalition to articu la te a co 
( j ' - o t  p o i i tu  al message of m ultiracia l, rnulticlass equa lity 
■ »ed » »nomic justice may spell the d iffe rence betw een 
vi< tory and defeat in H)88

C iv il R igh ts  Head Charges
Leveling tire charge o f "environm ental racism Dr 

Beniam in I Chavis Jr . f xecutive D irector o f the Com 
m ission for Racial Justice o f the 1 7 m illion m em ber 
U n ited Church o f Christ. def lated tfia t their just 
released national report showed tfr.rt rat ism may tie a 
factor nr tire location  o f hazardous waste sites th rough 
ou t the United States The report, "T ox ic  W astes and 
Rai e in the U n ited States A National Report on the . 
Racial and Socio Econom ic Characteristics of Cotnm u 
nities W ith  Hazardous W aste Sites was released at a 
press i onferen« e held W ednesday, April 15, at the Na 
tion .il Press Club nr W ashington, D C

The report revealed that 3 ou t o, every 5 A frican  
Am ericans and Hispanic Am ericans live irt com m unities 
w d fi u n co n ,lo lle d  (abandoned) tox ic  waste sites and 
tfra t the average num ber of racial arrd ethn ic persons 
w h o  live nr com m unities w ith  com nrerci.il hazardous 
w aste far ilities was five tunes greater than in com m un i 
ties w ith o u t such facilities Itr addition, in 10 ma|or 
m etro,M ill,an areas m ore than 90%  o f the A frican 
am ent an popu la tion  lived nr areas w ith  uncon tro lled  
tox ic  w aste sites hr tact, the larges, toxic waste fact

"E n v iro n m e n ta l R a c ism "
li ly  m the na tion , w ire h ret eives wastes fo rm  over 45 
states arrd several fore ign i ou tlines. is lot ated m 
Emelle, Alabama, whose popu lation is 85 A tm a n  
Am erican

At ttie  press conference Dr Chavis ta iled  the sitoa 
tiorr an insidious fo rm  of ins titu tiona l rat ism I, is. nr 
e ffec t, environm enta l racism  He added Given the 
d isproportiona te e ffe t I o f these wastes on rat lal and 
ethnic com m unities, this has becom e not on ly an en 
v ironm enta l issue, but a racial justice issue as well 
Dt Ctravis also charged the Heat,an A dm in is tra tion  
ant) its Environm ental P rotection Agency IFP A l w ith  

m alignant neglect anti s.titf th is was to ta lly  consis 
terr, w ith  the Reagan A dm in is tra tion  s general non 
enforcem ent p o lity , particularly in the area o f civil 
rights

lire  Com m ission tras called on President H eat,an to 
take  im m ediate corrective action in line  w ith  d ie  repo rt s 
recom m endations

Copies o f Toxic W aste and Race are available from  
lire  Com m ission for Rat ral Justice , Uruted Church of 
Chris,. 105 M adison Ave New York N Y 10016

“BLACKS HAVE BEEN  AWAKEN ED . . f
5 t'P 7l5 /5  U H C hS  h'HO CAPE AßO U r THE BLACK 

f \  I IB  Hl 1C , VII V'H (V/ -I EHE NONE EX IB TB TO PA Y

Letters to the Editor
A re  You G u ilty?

Are you gu ilty  of t hild atmse? As the fa the, o f three 
ch ild ren , I m  increasingly concerned w ith  this question

In Or tober o, 1986 the State o f Oregon issued new 
"adm in istra tive rules i on i ernrng the de fin ition  o f child 

abuse 1 hese new rules contain m any vague and open 
ended phrases As a result, it s now  very d ifficu lt to 
kn o w  if one is com p ly ing  w ith  ttie  law It's  also a lo t 
easier to  fie accused of child abuse fo r triv ia l reasons

The phrase includes, but is not lim ited to  appears 
repeatedly in the rules This te rm ino logy can be con 
• tru e d  to  mean alm ost anyth ing For example, w ha t 
w o u ld  you as a parent think the term  ' neglect ' means?

For one th ing, "neglect can be inadequate food ' 
Dot's tha t mean th ree meals a day? A diet o f Tw inkles 
and choco la te  m ilk-' Is tha t neglect? How about "in 
adequate c lo th in g? " W hat if there were holes in the 
knees o f your boy s jeans or a tear in his tennis shoes?

W ou ld  th is fie "n e g le i,? " These ru les d isc r im in a te  shat 
ply against poor families, especially single m others who 
are strugg ling to provide for their children

Tiie Am erican Humane Association in A tlan ta  reports 
tfia t over a m illion fam ilies annually art' falsely accused 
o f child abuse As a parent you can be accused tiy any 
one. at any time, for any reason You w ill be reported 
anonym ously Once accused, it is en tire ly up to  you to 
prove your innocence Recent cases of false abuse 
in O regon have shown th is to be a costly and traum atic 
experience for the whole family

Senate Bill No 782. now log,am m ed in the Senate 
judiciary, w ou ld  put some clarity in to  present vagire ter 
m inology of the law This bill w ou ld  restore to parents 
the freedom  to  raise good children in the fram ew ork of 
the ir ow n unique setting the home

Respectfully. 
Roy Garrett

TO BPENP THEHEB7 0 E  THEIR U \E B  PABBINO THROUGH A 
OAUHJLET OCHUGCWC.
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