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Sm all Colleges and Oregon's Rural

by W illiam  E Davis

If the late Gabriel Heatter were reporting this story, he 
ero rid have begun Ah, there's good news tonight 
Allow me to explain

In the northwestern Oregon community of Joseph 
pop 1,1551, a bron/e foundry wanted to expand its 

plant and diversify its product. Eastern Oregon State 
College's Regional Services Institute helped the bust 
ness, which today employs 33 people more than it did 
before.

This is the k ind  of story tha t is heard repeatedly 
around our regional colleges in La Grande. Ashland 
and M onm ou th  and our po ly techn ica l school m K lam ath 
Falls

Located in w hat has been desi nbed .is the other 
Oregon. " people on these campuses are using their 
academic expertise to preserve and create jobs tti.it w ill 
nelp to keep our sons and daughters in Oregon

For exam ple. Eastern developed the pro je t t profile  
for sewer and drink ing  water systems tha t w ill serve 
W allow a Lake

Eastern also helps local o ffic ia ls  work together on 
com m on problem s, and it is no t uni ornm on to see r <>m 
m issioners in ttie  10 Eastern Oregon counties s ilting  
•town together

A lthough higher educa tiodn is undeniably a magnet 
tor econom ic g row th , that m agnet clearly is not lim ited 
to ma,or research universities in m etropo litan  centers

In ttie Rogue Valley for example, S ou thern  Oregon 
Stale College worked w ith  a d is tribu ting  com pany lic it  
did $1 5 m illion a year in business A fte r being shown 
flow  it cou ld effit lently schedule em ployee* for greater 
produi tiv ity . ttie com pany was able to bring ou t a new 
$300.(MX) product line w ithou t increading overhead 
costs

Southern also conducted a survey of O regon Shake 
spe.irean fes tiva l audienr es to help tourism  prom oters 
and is active in w riting  Jackson and Joseph ine , gun 
ties strategies Io boos, tourism  revenues

In K lam ath County ttie  small business developm ent 
center at O regon Institu te  o f fe . hnology w orked w ith

i omparues during the firs, three m onths of this year 
alone

It helped a m anufacturer o, a consum er food pro 
rluctr, previously sold on ly in K lam ath Falls, to pu , its 
p roduct in to  in te rna tiona l markets

Oregon Tech. Souther and Eastern m aintain small 
business developm ent centers as par, o f a statew ide 
netw ork o f counseling technical help and educational 
services to  local entrepreneurs

Sin< e 19/9, Eastern and Southern have operated 
regional services institu tes whose m ission is to use cam 
pus resources to assist their areas

In e k h instance, (obs are saved or created, local tax 
bases a re  b ro a d e n e d  a n d  com m unities are strength 
e n e d  A s  a result excellence in higher education tea 
i tung researr h and publir serve e are prom oted

W e s te rn  O re g o n  State College m eanwhile, is expan 
ding its  se rve  to  t it i/e n s  in the m id W illam ette  Val 
ley

W e s te rn  Io. ated 20 m inutes from  ttie  State Capitol, 
offers i ' a itinu ing  edut a ,ion classes in Salem, m ainta ins 
an e tte i l iv e  student transfer agreement w ith  Chemo 
keta C om m unity  College and is proud o f its strong 
public s e r v i le  i iiiip o rie n , (includ ing a long term asso 
n a tio n  w ith  die Oregon Police Ac ademy w hich Pains 
m a n y  of O re g o n  pole e offn ersl

W estern rm w is preparing a new li.e he lor's degree 
program  in p u b li i  po licy and adm in istra tion designed 
to  p ro m o te  ttu  e f te i  t iv e n e s s  of Salem area state and 
m unicipa l em ployees

These are on ly examples of how  Out investm ent in 
Oregon s three regional colleges and Oregon Tech are 
no, on ly edur a ting  students tin t also prom oting  the 
health of Ini <il e< onom ii s

In ottier w ords ttie < .imposes are defined not by 
then boundaries but ins tis id  by w tierevei they are at 
work

T ins is on»- jo in ,  n e w s  s to ry  I b e lie v e  ( lu l iu c t  H e a d e r 

m ight have In v e rt i k n o w  Oregonians .
W '..." I | i ,  . ( i..,.. . il... o i ,n. o .. . . s ,  a n.,|r,...
t.iu. .a.. .

EDITORI AL/COMMENT ARY
M easure 51

On M ay 19th, P ortland voters w ill be asked in a spe 
cial e lection to  support Measure 51 w h ich  w ill increase 
the hotel m otel tax by 2%  to benefit the arts

M easure 51 has created considerable tu rm o il between 
the Crty Com m issioners, some businesses supporters 
o f the arts and the ho te l m otel industry

Vehem ently opposed to  the measure, the industry  
cla im s tha , tax w ill m ake P ortland 's hosp ita lity  industry 
less com petitive

They claim  also tha , if the measure passe*, the c ity  
w ill con tinue to  increase the tax, the 2'k. increase w ill 
drive away touris ts , resu lting in a loss o f business and 
possible layoffs  o f em ployer's

Supporters o f M easure 51 a rg u e  t t ia t  Portland s room  
rates are the lowest o f any ma,or west coast c ity  and 
will remain so even if the measure passes

They pom , ou, the arts ' im portance tiy  < la im m g tha, 
i, serves m ore than 2 8 m illion people a year in,ei ting

nearly $100,000 000 in to  Portland s econom y and even 
attracts m ore visitors than sports or any other activ ity

So. w h ich  way should Portlanders vote? S ince the 
tax w ou ld  on ly a ,fee, voters if they lo d g e d  at one of 
the local hotels m otels, the chon e . ou ld  tie a d ifficu lt 
One

Measure 51 w ou ld  increase the tax from  9 to  11 » 
(Seattle levies 12 9 ‘*>. and San Francisco 11'*„) It 
would cos, an add itiona l $1 80 on a $90 room  Portland 
would m ove from  being the 77,h leas, expensive major 
city in the na tion  to  55 ,h This w ou ld  pu , Portlanders 
on d par w ith  Sa< rarnento

Ttie hotel m otel industry  raises a justifiab le  concern

Letters to the Editor
I L iked  Y our A d

Excellent' I liked your ad "Tuesday buy from  Blacks 
or d o n ', buy at all

You do many excellent articles and news item s I ,us, 
ge, too  busy to tell you about them

Keep up ttie  good work and an exi ellen, "n ew s

A ny tax increase poses a threat to tourism Any loss 
of tourism poses a threat to the lodging industry Any 
loss to the lodging industry poses a threat to employ 
men, Any loss of employment poses a problem for 
Portland

The industry could be accurate in its assessment tha, 
if the measure passes, " i, would only be a foo t in the 
door”  and the Council (as it indicated in its 5 0 vote to 
place the measure on the ballot I could continue to in ­
crease the tax

Commissioner Lindberg, who introduced the mea 
sure, has publicly stated tha, "th is  is as high as the city 
should go and the source should no, be used again."

The Observer shares the concerns of the hotel motel 
industry There is the possibility of a loss of revenue 
from the increased tax and there is no guarantee the 
source will no, be used again (as admitted by Commis 
sion Lindberg)

But the arts and enterta inm ent is a par, o f th is  c ity 's  
g row ing  developm ent and cu ltu ra l awareness A lack o f 
non support for the measure cou ld  have a far greater 
im pai t on w orsening econom ic developm ent than the 
2%  measure

Perhaps it was unfair to single ou , the hotel m otel 
industry ,o  burden w ith  this tax Bu, we m ust c ite  the 
Com m issioners' pro |ec,ion tha , the industry w ill benefit 
far greater than any one else

Bu, voters m ust also m andate tha , the Com m is 
sioners develop alternatives to new tax levies to  support 
the arts

The Observer believes Measure 51 deserves a "Y e s "  
vote

paper

Thankfully, 
Evelyn Collins

Grace Collins Memorial Center 
,28 N E Russell

A ll A s ia ns  N o t G u ilty

■ MONEY ■
H  H . I  ________ _ ______________  H I

M A N A G E M E N T
A w  e e k ly  i  u l u l i l i ,  n t t  p e i s n ii. il lm .uh  e d is t r ib u i r l i  b \  
l l ie  ( )re g o n  S ocie ty  n i ( e r t i t ìe i l  P ub lic  \ r  r o u i ,u n is

In S earch o f the  R ig h t

Susan and Bret, bo th work fu ll time are avid travel 
lers and have three active children It s been a year 
since they received a suable inheritance from  Susan s 
fattier bu, bei .lose of their busy schedules and dis 
taste for financia l m atters, the entire sum has been left 
s itting  in their passbook savings account

Dawn, a talented sculptor w ith  an incom e appro.i< b 
mg six figures, doesn 't know  the d iffe rence t ie ,ween a 
g ro w th  sto i k and a convertib le  bond anrl has no idea 
w hy everyone’s been ta lking about tax reform

W hat do tfiese people have in com m on? I, is very 
likely tha , each cou ld beneit from  the services of an 
expenem ed financia l planner, advises the Oregon So 
cie ty o f CPAs

Bu, Susan. B rett. and Dawn, like many other people 
are not sure w hat financia l p lanning is all about and 
|us, how  a financia l planner can help them

Pu, very sim ply, personal financia l p lanning is a pro 
cess in w h ich a person takes financ sil con tro l o f  (ns or 
her life  Instead o f d riftin g  along, m aking financia l de 
c isions here and there along the way. a person w ith  a 
finant lal plan becom es educa ted about fina n i es and 
able to fm  us and take < on tro l o f  the financial aspei ts of 
his life

A lthough the financia l p lanning process has many 
com ponents and involves m any steps, i, may In 
though t o f in term s o f three sim ple questions W here 
do I (or we) stand n o w ? W here do I w ant to  go? How 
am I go ing to  get there? I, you th ink o f the firs, question 
as being Pom, A and the second question as being Point 
B, the financia l p lanning process is the w ay you get 
from  Pom, A to  Point B In e ffec t, i, provides the an 
swers to  question three a road m ap of sorts

W hile  the actual p lanning process is un ique for each 
indiv idual, the elem ents are standard The first step 
invo lves the ga thering  o f all re levant financ ia l data 
w h ich  provides the background for the process

Next, the financia l planner w ill work w ith  you to  iden 
tify  your financia l goals and ob jectives This de. ision 
m ust be well though , ou , because it provides the fou l, 
da tion  upon w h ich  your plan is fo rm u la ted  Do you 
need to plan for your children s college education? Are 
you concerned about your re tirem ent incom e ’

A fte r an analysis of your financia l data, your a ttitudes 
tow ard  m oney, and your goals and ob,ec,ives the 
financial planner is in a position to  develop recom m en 
da,ions on how  you can accom plish your financia l 
goals

Once the financia l plan is com ple te  and agreed to  by 
all parties involved, i, is tim e to  coord inate  the im ple 
m enta tion  o f the plan Together, you and your financi.il 
planner can determ ine w ho should execute the various 
recom m endations in your plan If your plan calls for 
m ore life insurance, an agent can be contacted, w h ile  a

F inanc ia l P lanner

sei unties b inke i may lie  < ailed upon to help selei I re 
com m ended investm ents II your w ill needs to tie up 
d.ited in a ,ton iey  may tie required

Lastly, it is im portan t to th ink of the personal finan 
i i.il plan as a pun ess am, not a produ i , Ttie financial 
plan is an ongo ing com m itm ent it does,, , have an 
end And it should be reviewed on a regular basis Any 
number of changes m your life (births marriage illness)
• • ' " I f h ........iriom y nu lla ,ion  rale ma,or tax code chan
ges e i. i . ou ld  nei essitate a change in your financial' 
plan

If pu tting  a fir,am i.il plan together sounds like qu ite 
an undertaking to you. you 're  right I, is a com plex 
m atter bu , one that is sure to benefit you and your 
financial s itua tion  Am t by tu rn ing  to  the ugh, financial 
p la n n e r to  guide you tt,rough the planning pro, ess. you 
i an make the expenem e a financia lly rew arding one

It,e re  are a num tier o, t,n tors you 'll want to consider 
in selecting a financia l planner Firs, and forem ost, 
you II w an, ,o  carefu lly i  heck tfie financial planner s 
com petem  e and expenem e A financial planner should 
have a w ork ing  know ledge o f all areas o f financial plan 
rum, from  taxes to  cash flow  from  investm ents to 
retirem ent p lanning

Next you 'll w an, to g ive serious thought to the pay 
men, arrangem ent you w ill feel m ost com fortab le  w ith  
There ire basically „ tre e  ways financial planners 
charge fee on ly com m ission only and fee plus com  
mission Com m ission only financial planners produce a 
plan free of , harge but collect a sales com m ission on 
many of t),e p rodu i Is they re. om m end you buy W ith  
this m ethod  you may never (eel qu ite  certa in w hether 
the suggested recom m endations are in the best inte 
rests of you or the planner On the other hand, fee 
on ly planners such as CPAs, charge only for the set 
vice itself They may he D ie m ost ob jective since they 
charge a flat fee  usually based on an hourly rate and 
receive no i om m iss ion* A hybrid, the fee plus com  
mission planner charges a se, am ount for the plan and 
also sells on com m ission some or all of the products 
the plan recom m ends

It is essential to  discuss in detail, the entire  process 
(includ ing i os,s i of how  the plan w ill tie developed and 
im plem ented w ith  any planners you are considering

Review the planner s ,ra k record, the num ber of 
years he she has been in business as a financial plan 
ner and how  well you trust the judgem ent o f the per 
son w ho re, on,m ended him  tier Your selection o f a 
finant i.il planner should be based on the planner's ob 
,et tivity com peten i e and experience in personal finan 
cial planning

Your financia l success in the fu ture may very well 
depend on the ,u tions you take today So give careful 
though t to  prr i aunt, a financia l plan w ith  the right
fin.irir i.il j "  ■

Ttie recent ad calling for Black support of Black bust 
cesses run in the April 22 anr, 29 ed itions o f the Portland 
Observer is an insult to Asian Am ericans and other 
m inorities

W hile  com m un ity  support o f Bl.li k ow ned busi 
nesses is a desirable goal, tha , support should no , be 
predicated or, in flam ed rhetonr and divisive strategies

W hen statem ents sue I, as Asians have der ided tha, 
B lacks cannot even walk in certain ne ighborhoods 
and They are ever, suggesting tha t we are in ferio r and 
illiterate are issued as representative of Asian Am en 
car, po in ts  o f view, an atm osphere of d istrust and sus 
pu ion is created in w h ich  all Asian Am ericans are held 
responsible for the actions o f a few  for ttie  s tatem ents 
of fore ign governm ent (leads anr, for their ow n vic ttm i 
ra tion

In addition th is rhetoric w orks against those w ho 
w ou ld  stove tow ard  a socie ty tha , is aware of the values 
o f a m u lti i u ltu ra l and pluralistic sot ie,y for it d ivides 
and weakens rather than unifies and strengthens the 
ethn ic m inorities I, is im portan t for Asians. Blacks 
and other e thn ic  m inorities to realize tha , all Am ericans 
are v ictim ized w hen an iden tifiab le  group is targeted 
for verbal and or physic al abuse

The idea o f com m un ity  support o f Black businesses 
can be jus tified  in and o f itself I, does no, have to  be 
,us,d ied or, the (lacks of Asian Amern ans or other 
ethn ic groups

Given the well docum ented rise in vio lence against 
Asians nationally by w h ites as well as Blacks, it w ou ld  
tie to the  advantage o f all Portlanders to  see tha, the

cooler heads of an in fo rm ed com m u n ity  prevail

Bong W ellington To, Ph D 
Metropolitan Ethnic M inority

Executive Coalition 
Chareundi Van Si

Loa Refugee Community 
Victor Merled

Oregon Council for Hispanic Advancement 

David Lester
National Native American Foundation 

Jaime J. Lim
Filipino American Community of Portland 

Robert Shimabukuro
Writer, Furniture Designer 

Michael Service Corporation 
Michael L. Steppin, President

Clyde Brummel, Michael Steppm 
Members of Native American

Business Alliance 
Chisao Hata, Pres

Japanese American Citizens League.
Portland Chapter

Vietnamese Association Confederation,
State of Oregon (VACSO) 

Hmong American Association of Oregon
Vietnamese Buddhist Community of Oregon 

Chris Kang
Phyllis Lee, Ph D

Management Consultant

The O bserver w e lco m es  le tters  to the ed ito r Letters  
should be typed or neatly  prin ted  and signed w ith  
the au thor's  nam e and address (addresses are not pub  
lished) W e reserve the right to edit for length  M ail to: 
Portland O bserver. P O Box 3137. P ortland , OR 97208
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