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Blacks and Baseball

CÏVIL RIGHTS JOURNAL
A M W S  S I K \  K  I

OF THI UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
COM M ISSION FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

Poor A l Carnpanis1 S ince the form er vice president 
for player personnel o f the  Los Angeles Dodgers made 
those un fo rg iveab le  and un fo rge tta b le  rem arks abou t 
race relations in baseball on the ABC news program  

N igh tline ” , Carnpanis has becom e som eth ing o f a
scapegoat fo r baseball's raicsm and a sym bol o f re 
verse d isc rim in a tio n ”  fo r the w h ite  sta tus quo

In his controversia l in te rv iew  w ith  Ted Koppel. Cam 
pares made essentially tw o  general po in ts to |us tify  the 
failure of baseball c lub ow ners to  hire blacks in upper 
level m anagerial posts First, blacks lacked the no tes 
s ities”  to becom e general m anagers because they lack 
the m ental capacity  to  serve as adm in is tra tors " I  have 
never said tha t blacks are no t in te llige n t, bu t they may 
no t have the  desire to  be in the fro n t o ffice  "  Physi 
cally, b lacks "a re  g ifted  w ith  great m uscu la ture 
They're  flee t o f fo o t , "  Carnpanis sta ted A nd th is is 
w hy there are a lo t o f black ma|or ballp layers Now as 
far as having the background to  becom e club presi 
dents, or presidents o f a bank, I d o n 't know

Second, blacks were fudged unsuitable for certain 
sensitive jobs by then physical or perhaps even genete 
shortcom ings Carnpanis insisted to  a m ild ly  shocked 
Koppel tha t black men sim ply c o u ld n 't func tion  as 
quarterbacks, baseball p itchers and or television an 
chorm en due to physical lim ita tions W hy are blar k 
men, or black people, not good sw im m ers? Because 
they d o n 't have the buoyancy "

As one m ight expect, ttie  politic al repercussions to 
Cam panis’s faux pas were im m ediate and lasted the 
better pari o f one week in the media A quick analysis 
o , the mafor league baseball's m anagem ent ,obs show  
ed tha t blacks held on ly 1 9 percent 17 positions ou t 
o f 879 fobs On sixteen baseball teams, them  an abso 
lu te ly no black em ployees Blacks com prise over one 
fo u rth  o f all the players and a m uch larger percentage o f 
the gam e's greatest stars, yet one team ou t o f 26 has a 
black executive in a po licy m aking position the A tlan 
ta Braves' Hank Aaron, w ho  serves as vice president 
and d irec tor o f player developm ent Only one team  has 
a black th ird  base coach. Ozzie Virgil o f the Seattle 
M ariners There are. o f c o u '' ’, no black ow ners or 
general m anagers A nd . toe hundreds o f men
appo inted as big league managers over years on ly three

black men have been deemed qua lified  for the honor 
Frank Robinson, M aury W ills and Larry Doby

The inc ident received greater than norm al pub lic ity  
because it happened to occur on a telecast m arking the 
40th anniversary o f Jackie R obinson 's mafor league 
debut w ith  the Dodgers C am pam ss em barrassing 
statem ents cou ld  no t have com e at a worse tim e for 
Dodger owner Peter 0  Malley w ho had no cho ice but 
to fire his long tim e  lieutenant. Baseball Com m issioner 
Peter Ueberro th was also fo rced  to  scram ble It is not 
secret that U eberro th  plans to  run for the US Senate in 
the future, and ctiarges o f racism m igh t underm ine his 
po litica l carerrr W hen  challenged by black sports socio 
logist Dr Harry Edwards. Ueberro th pledged to  "re  
sign his o ffice  if baseball's w h ite  ow ners failed to in 
s titu te  a ffirm a tive  ac tion  measures

There 's no th in g  m ore dishonest than to  do the right 
th ing  for the w ro ng  reason Ueberro th. O 'M a lley and 
Co had the au th o rity  and power to  redress racism in 
baseball for years Their inaction to  date indicates tha t 
tfiey  share poor Campams s racist po litics, if no t fits 
some w hat dated an th ropo log ica l theories abou t black 
sw im m ers and quarterbacks They "c u t him  loose ' 
because tie failed to  rem em ber the  "rai lal e tt iq u e tte ”  of 
liberal p la ttitudes  w h ich  is required on national tele 
vision U n w itting ly , Carnpanis s m istake w .is to  reveal 
before the entire w o rld  the hideous visage o f ia< e li.it 
rert. b igo lry  and crude ignorance. wtn< h e x is ts  barely 
beneath the liberal, in te rg ra tion is t facade of the corpo  
rate establishm ent

A fte r Carnpanis was punished tor revealing the fam ily 
sei re ts , his de fenders rushed to  g iv e  him  a de . ent put)
In burial, of sorts Dodger m anager Tom  Lasorda sob 
her) and sighed ”  The man never had a pre|udi( ed twine 
in his body He never fudged a person by the color o f 
his skin ’ Dodger p itcher Orel Hershiser Warned Koppel 
and ttie  power o f the m edia”  fo r Campams s sacking 
M aytie next we ll have an "E arly  Butz Al Carnpanis 
Defense C o m m itte e ,”  raising m oney for all the unfor 
luna te  w h ite  pow erbrokers  w ho  lost their public post 
lions because o f verbal blunders on the race question 
Al Carnpanis s rea l m istake was tha t fie revealed too  
rnur ti o f ttie tru th  about racism in baseball

The Elderly:
Their Future is Our Future

Her name is M rs Susie Brunson She is the daughter 
o f ex slaves She lives on Long Island. New York And. 
at 116 years o f age, she is the oldest person m the 
U n ited States, and possibly the w o rld

M rs Brunson, however, has m ore go ing  for he' than 
pure age As one reads her recent in te rv iew  in NEW S 
DA Y . a prom inent New York daily, one is im m ediate ly 
struck by her s treng th  o f character as well as by her 
indom itab le  w ill to  survive

M rs Brunson was born in Hamburg. South Carolina 
on Chirstm as Day ,870 Since her b irth  she has lived 
under 21 presidents and th rough  2 w o rld  wars, seen 
legal segregation ended and w a tched as A frican Am en 
can citizens gamed the right to  vote In fact, she her 
self voted, for the first tim e, at the  age of 62 when she 
m oved from  S outh  Carolina to  Long Island in 1932

W hen you hear her speak you wish you knew  this 
lady, w ish you had a i ham e to  share in her w isdom  and 
her m em ories She talks o f the 300 pounds o f co tton  
stie (in ked every day on her fa m ily ’s farm  But. at the 
same tim e she says, I've never really suffered, because 
I cou ld  a lways w ork, and I always had m y fam ily to  fall 
hack on Y es s t ie  says, T had m y share of hardness, 
but m y people, we was Christian m inded and raised to 
loving kindness

M rs B runson like any strong tree, has strong roots 
to nourish tier Ttiose roots were based not on ly in the 
A frican Am ent an fam ily trad ition , but in ttie  Church as 
well As stie said " I  just put m y fa ith  in Him God 
spared my life to see  th is flay ”  In addition to  having 
fa ith , M rs B runson also had ttie  strength o f w ill w h ich  
allow ed God to use  tier As tier in terviewer notes, Her 
parents raised her to  a standard o f pride that came 
from  know ing  you i ou ld  do ttie  hard work and no t be 
broken by it I She I says she w orked at the back
breaking labor ber ause it s treng thened  her love o f the 
land and o f tier people

M rs Brunson s story is sym bo lic  o f tiow  A frican 
A m erican people have generally s trugg led, and how  
ttiey survived in spite ot all ttie  physical vio lence and 
on isrn However we should understand that, in her

longev ity  M rs Brunson is the exception, no t the rule
The statistics on elderly A frican Am ericans prove that
For example, in 1983 m ore than 40%  of elderly female 
A frican  Am ericans lived in pove rty  M ore  than half 
were either poor or m arg ina lly poor

W hen it com es to life expectancy w h ite  w om en live 
m ore than 5 years longer than A frican Am erican 
w om en, w h ile w h ite  men live 6 6 years longer than A fn  
can Am erican men This may no t seem like a sigm fi 
cant d iffe rence un til one understands the age at w h ich  
A frican Am erican men are expected to  die at 64 9 
years o f age. just a m atter o f m onths before they are 
eligible to  co llect their fu ll Social S ecurity benefits 
W hat this really means is that w ork ing  A frican Am en 
can men are supporting  the Social Security system by 
no t reaping its benefits

Also w ork ing  against the Black elderly is the poor 
health care system  to w h ich  they are subjected The 
A frican  Am erican elderly are generally discharged 
quicker, sicker, and w ith ou t the out patient services 
required for their recovery

Yet. in spite o f all the cards stacked against her, Mrs 
Susie Brunson has not on ly  survived, but con tinues to 
en joy life She lives w ith  her daughter. M rs M ary Me 
Daniel, w ho  is 76 S itting  w ith  her daughter. M rs Brun 
son hum s along w ith  her favorite  gospel recordings, her 
s trong  hands busily w ork ing  the crochet needles She 
also took up bow ling  at the age o f 100 and now  has a 
bow ling  team  named in her honor.

Mrs. Susie Brunson is a liv ing testam ent to  the 
s treng th  and resilience o f the A frican Am erican fam ily 
Yet. in celebrating her longevity, let us no, fo rge , that 
there are m illions o f A frican Am erican men and w om en 
w ho, because o f the con tinued racial inequities o f this 
society w ill never live half as long as Mrs Brunson

W e, the re fo re , issue a c la rion call for the  decla ra tion  
of a national p rio rity  in behalf o f the elderly and, in par 
ticu lar, those w h o  are strugg ling to  survive in A frican  
Am erican and o ther racial and ethn ic com m unities. Le, 
us never fo rge , tha t the elderly are our roots, their 
fu tu re  is our fu tu re

Letters to the Editor EDITORIAL/OPINION
Keep Your Beds, Governor

The Governor w ants  m ore prison bed space Correi 
lions w an, m ore beds The le g is la tu re  approved ,662 
new beds It seems strange that the Vote is  said no to 
new prisons on the las, three (31 bond measures and 
they still bu ild  new beds, to Reduce trie Oven row d ing  
they say W ha, they d o n 't say is there is about tw en ty  
five hundred (26001 prisoners w a iting  to enter the Cm 
ructions D ivision How is 1662 beds going to h e lp1 It 
w ill jus, be th .it m any m ore prisoners to feed am, house ' 
If the Governor and C orrections have  to do s o m e th in g  
to  reduce the cons tan t o ve rc row d in g  w hy d o n 't they 
do som eth ing P o s itiv e  instead of feeding the fa iling 
system? W tiy  d o n ', they reduce recid iv ism  and there 
by cu, the need for expenditures W hile  at the same 
tim e keeping the U n ity  and Em otional ties to  ttie  Family

Q uality tim e w ith  ones fam ily means keeping ttie  fam ily 
toge ttie r fa m ily  u n ity  reduces rec id iv ism  and m akes 
for p roductive  c itizens re turn ing to  the com m un ity  
Q uality tim e w ith  the  fam ily w ou ld  redui e the prison 
popu la tion  by 20 "c This occurs when the inm ate has 
.i fam ily  to  re turn to , instead o f the streets and more 
crim inal at tiv ities M ost people know  how  a loving re 
la tionstiij) w ill d isapate anger and resentm ent I, w ill 
also he lp ttie  inm ate  back in to  the  com m u n ity  O regon 
is one o f the  m ost progressive and liberal states in the 
nation Let s keep our standards in ta c t' Vote Yes on 
HB 2536 and save m oney am, fam ilies THE FAM ILY  
YOU HEl P SAVE M A Y  BE YOUR O W N " "

Jam es A tw oo d  No 42074 
Salem. Oregon

Doing Som ething A bout 
Child Abuse

Blacks Need Each O ther
The economic system of the United States 
was set up on the racism of the white man 
owned and the Black man bought People 
forget when Blacks could only shop at white 
owned businesses in Portland not work 
there.

The economic survival of Black owned 
businesses is solely contingent on support 
from the Black community.

I support the ad run by the Observer en 
couraging this.

Jesse Rogers, St
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by D e n n is  W o o d s .

Executive Vu e President 
Parents Edu< a,ion Association

W e ve sim ply got to do som eth ing about child abuse ' 
H ow  m any tim es have you heard tha t p la in tive  call to 
at , ion? W hile we all w an, to do som eth ing ' about 
ch ild  abuse the  som eth ing  be ing proposed in the 
state legislature < an on ly  serve to  exacerbate a very di, 
ficu l, problem

Ttie 12 bill j).u kaije proposed by A tto rney General 
Dave Ftohnm eyet threatens s tiff fines and loss o f licen 
se for psycholog ists lawyers, c lergy, and o ther pto fes 
sionals w ho fail to  report < ases o f suspected child 
abuse Such a system is certa in  to  produce an ava 
lam tie o f overreporting . w h ich  w ill leave CSD (Child 
te n 's  Services D iv is ion) casew orkers buried under a 
m ounta in  o f triv ia l cases CSD o ffic ia ls  ate requited by 
law to  investigate every com pla in t they receive

In ttie  jiro i ess m noi ent fam ilies w ill tie unnecessarily 
harrassed and i ases o t genuine abuse ate m ote likely to 
slip th rough  the cracks It is happen ing already Be 
i ause the m edia awareness o f the sickening reality of 
child abuse m ost states inc lud ing Oregon have m oved 
p rec ip itously  to set up  anonym ous hotlines

W e have had an explosion of ho tline  calls nationally, 
and in O regon over the past five years It is th is very 
increase of reports, ttie  bulk of w h ich  are unfounded, 
accord ing to  readily available sta tis tics (Am erican Hu 
mane A ssociation) tha , lets true abusers go unnoticed 
am id the mass o f false reports

This trend is docum ented in "D o in g  Som eth ing 
A bou t Child A bu se .”  published in the Harvard Journal 
o f Law and Putilir Policy. Sum m er ,985, by Douglas 
J Besherov Besherov is fo rm er p rosecu to r and the 
first d irec tor o f the Health and Hum an Services National 
Center on Child Abuse and Neglect

A cco rd ing  to Besherov. "O verrepo rting , thus, is 
m ore than sim ply unfair to  parents I, places a further 
burden on chronica lly understa ffed  child p ro tection  
agencies Forced to  allocate a substantia l po rtion  of 
the ir lim ited  resources to  the un foun de d ’ reports, pro 
tec tive  agencies o ften  are unable to  respond p rom ptly  
and e ffec tive ly  w hen children are in serious danger 
Again, he says. O verwhelm ed by cases o f lim ited dan 
ger to  ch ildren, decision makers o ften  are insensitized 
to  the obvious w arn ing signals o f im m ediate and serious 
danger.”

The response of CSD to  th is  problem  is to  request 
additiona l fund ing  to  deal w ith  the g row ing  num ber of

leads they m ust track dow n Given the realities o f the 
state budge, and lim ita tions on the m oney available for 
these services, such a request is unrealistic, if no t irre 
sponsible

Besherov o ffe rs  a m ore e ffec tive  so lu tion M ore 
m oney, by itse lf, he says, "w ill no t address the basic 
cause o f the problem  "  He notes tha , the major cause 
of the  system 's decision m aking problem s is the vague 
ness and overbreadth o f the legal standards govern ing 
state in te rven tion

As G iovannom  and Bacerra observe in their book 
D efin ing Child A bu se ,”  Many assume tha, since child

abuse and neglect are against the law, som ewhere there 
are s ta tu tes  tha , make clear d is tinc tio ns  be tw een w ha, 
is and w tia , is no , ch ild  abuse and neglect Bu, th is is 
no, the case N ow tie re  are there clear cut de fin itions 
o f w ha , is encom passed by the te rm s .”

SB 782. a bill cu rren tly  logjam m ed in the Senate Jud i 
ciary com m ittee  addresses w ha, Besherov and a w ho le  
host o f o thers say should be our firs , p rio rity  a good 
w ork ing  de fin ition  o f ch ild  abuse in sta tute law This 
bill w ou ld  lim it ch ild  abuse to clear sexual and physical 
assault I, avoids the am biguities o f the existing law 
w h ich  speaks in term s o f failure to  provide "a de qua te ”  
or necessary, food, c lo th ing, shelter, medical care, 
supervision or 'n u rtu rin g '' I, e lim inates catchall 
phrases like ncludes. bu, is no, lim ited to, any bruising 
or d isco lo ra tion  o f the skin as the result o f physica l dis 
cip line "

Tfie problem  w ith  th is kind o f phraseology is tha , i, 
is a blank check for a m andatory reporter, w ho faces 
the possib ility  o f c iv il and crim inal liab ility  for not repor 
ting  It is Besherov's con ten tion  tha , "im prec ise  defim  
lions  inexorably lead to o ften  unpredictab le and un justi 
tied in te rven tion  in to  fam ily life "  He believes tha t "d e  
fin itiona l im provem ent is a social and po litica l issue o f 
the h ighest m agn itude . "

The proposed O regon law  w ou ld  clearly, bu , sim ply 
define abuse as any physical in jury or sexual abuse 
in flic ted  on a ch ild  other than by accidenta l means, 
except tha, d iscip line by those responsible for his care "  
The law w ou ld  then go on to  specify those acts or con • 
d itions w h ich  con s titu te  physical and sexual abuse 
These include such th ings as damage to  bones or tee th , 
perm anent skin d is figu rem ent, rape, and sodom y All 
very specific.

Yes le t's  do som eth ing about ch ild  abuse, bu , le t's  
do som eth ing tha , w ill start us dow n the road tow a rd  
real so lu tions
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The Observer welcom es letters to the editor. Letters 
should be typed or neatly printed and signed w ith  
the author's nam e and address (addresses are not pub­
lished). W e reserve the right to edit for length. M ail to: 
Portland Observer. P O. Box 3137, Portland. OR 97208


