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---------------The Death of Ben Linder—
by Norman Sokimon

Ben Linder has been laid to rest in tar o ft N icaragua Here in his home 
tow n , m ourners are s trugg ling w ith  intense grief and seething anger

M edia coverage has described how  Benjam in Ernest Linder. 27, was 
w ork ing  as a m echanical engineer at a rural hydroe lectric  protect when he 
died April 28 at the hands of Contra guerrillas figh ting  against the Sandi 
nista governm ent

But as the glare o f pub lic ity  fades those o f us w ith  personal m em ories of 
Ben Linder are left to ponder the m eaning o f his death The n igh t before 
he was buried in the Nicaraguan countrys ide northeast o f M anagua we 
were am ong a thousand Oregon residents w ho  gathered to  light candles at 
dusk in fron t o f tho Federal Build ing in d o w n to w n  Portland Together we 
listened to speeches w e sang and we cried

I met Ben in 1977, when he partic ipated in protests against the Troian 
nuclear power plant A t age 17, he conveyed gentleness and quiet deter 
m ina tion  tha t rem ained w ith  him  W hen our paths crossed again in the 
early 1980s, he said he 'd  becom e very concerned about the s itua tion  in 
Central Am erica

For people w ho knew  Ben even slightly, the media accounts inevitably 
seem pale For one th ing , no news reports can com m unicate the sincerity 
and w a rm th  that were to  be found  in his eyes For another, no narrative 
can dispel the pa infu l noncom prehension o f his death

W hy w ou ld  anyone w ant to  kill Ben for w ork ing  to provide e lectric ity to 
a small village in an im poverished country? In a personal con text, it makes 
no sense A t a po litica l level, however, it is part of a grim  reality That s 
the kind o f war that President Reagan's freedom  figh ters are waging

Unable to  gain m uch o f a fo o th o ld , the  C ontra forces term ed the 
m oral equal o f our Founding Fathers by Reagan have increasingly turned 
to  terror tactics and d isrup tion o f the already destitu te  Nicaraguan eco 
nom y Contras purposely target health care workers, teachers, clergy and 
engineers laboring in the provinces to  help peasants learn how  to make 
progress against g rind ing poverty

W ith  a degree in c ivil engineering, Ben Linder w ent to Nicaragua in 1983 
to  begin w ork ing  on small scale e lectrical pro jects His salary am ounted to 
$13 a m on th  He brought e lectric ity  to  c lin ics to  keep vaccines cold, to 
light schoolhouses and to light farm houses, recalled a friend w ho had 
visited him

Ben's technica l skills were sorely needed there Of course he knew  that 
he was fn a war rone And he knew  that the area had hecom e a war /on e  
because o f U S governm ent policies He became the first Am erican volun 
leer to share the fates o f many thousands of Nicaraguan civilians m urdered 
by the Contras

Such carnage is likely to increase during the next several m onths Early 
th is year, Contra leaders say, their troops were dow n to  a few  bullets per 
week But a new in fus ion of U S aid has brought a w ealth of am m o and 
m uch else N ow  the b lood w ill f lo w  again in torrents.

Ben Linder caught some o f the first shrapnel o f the resupplied Contra 
arm y W e may never know  w hether the fusillade that killed him was finan 
ced by p ro fits  from  the U S arms sales to  Iran, or one of the private fund 
mg sources from  North Am erica, or a CIA condu it developed by Lt Col 
Oliver L N orth  when he was running amok in the W hite  House basement

Nearly six m onths in to  the Iran Contra arms scandal it 's  all to o  easy to

O ver 1 000 p e o p le  g a th e re d  at Terry S h ru n k  P la /a  fo r  a c a n d le lig h t 
m e m o r ia l to  re m e m b e r th e  life  and w o rk  o f B e n ja m in  L in d e r L in  
de r a 27 yr o ld  P o r t la n d e r w a s  k ille d  in N ic a ra g u a  w h e n  C o n tra

forge t tha t far away from  W ashington real people are suffering and 
dying now  because o f W h ite  House policies in Central Am erica Upcom ing 
congressional hearings prom ise to be exciting and suitably dram atic But 
w h ile  past m alfeasance undergoes si ru tiny  'urge quan tities  o f weapons 
and am m unition  are m oving from  the U S in to Contra base camps

Those w ho  s till support aid to the Contras may not have given m uch 
though t to  John Linder s w ords The U S governm ent killed m y brother 
The Contras killed m y bro ther Ronald Reagan says he is a Contra M y 
b ro the r's  death was not an accident His death was policy

Yet Contra boosters may find  it more d isquieting to consider the state

a tta c k e d  th e  s ite  he w a s  in v e s t ig a t in g  as a lo c a t io n  fo r  a h y d ro e le c  
tr ie  p la n t

P hoto by R ichard  J B ro w n

merit issued by form er Contra leader Edg.ir Cham orro in the wake o f Bon 
I aider's death

The Central Inte lligence A gency is very m uch in con tro l o f tfie  Con 
tras Cham orro said The CIA is sending a message to those in the inter 
na tion ,il com m un ity  w ho provide po litica l support for Ni, aragua tha t they 
are no longer safe there The CIA and the Contras are killing the best, the 
people w ho w ant the best for Ni< aragua

Ben was one of those people That s w hy he 's dead
N o rm a n  S o lo m o n  i t  a vwnfnr liv in g  in P o rt la n d  H a  la c o  a u th o r  o f K il lin g  O u r O w n  
T ha D ia a t ta r  o f  A m a ru  an  « I a p a ria m  a  W ith  A to m ic  R a d ia tio n  (D a li)
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NECDC, PIC, 
Program Sign 
Joint
Agreement
by Leon Harris and Jerry Garner

An agreem ent to provide apprenticeship carpen try tra in ing fo r up to  8 
pre apprentir eship carpenter trainees was announced by the M ayor's  o ffice  
on M onday. May 4th

The agreem ent, executed between the Northeast C om m unity Develop 
m ent Corpora tion , the Oregon Com petency Based Carpenters Jo in  Ap 
prenticesh ip  and Train ing C om m ittee, and the Private Industry Council, 
m arks the firs t form al agreem ent between an apprenticeship program  
(carpenters) and PIC

This s ign ificant developm ent w ill lead to  |obs and c a re e r developm ent 
based upon im portan t skills and w ill enhance the opportun ities  of m inorities 
in entering the trade professions

The average starting wage of apprentices is $7 per hour
The C om m ittee  w ill also be charged w ith  find ing  em ploym ent for the 

trainees w ith  tra in ing agents certified  by the C om m ittee  once the six m onth  
tra in ing program  is com pleted

S igning the agreem ent were Ron Herndon. Vice Chairman o f the 
NECDC. C liff Ham low . Resource M anager of R b H  C onstruction ; and 
James E W atts , Vice President, P ortland Private Industry Council.

"This agreem ent is an im p o rtan t step in addressing the  em p loym ent 
needs o f our m inorities The transition  in to  state apprenticesh ip program s 
w ill provide careers fo r those w ho  are involved in th is  pro ject. The Private 
Industry Council w ill work w ith  the carpenters apprenticeship com m ittee  to  
ensure tha t the requirem ents are m e t,' accord ing to M ayor J E. "B u d '' 
Clark

Clark said th is  is a great step, and he hopes other trades w ill fo llo w  the 
lead of the carpenters and becom e involved in the program  He gave his 
support for the e ffo rts  o f those involved, and said tha t he was sure tha t the 
agreem ent w ill be m ainta ined fo r years to  com e

Also in a ttendance was M ary W endy Roberts, State o f O regon, Bureau 
o f Labor and Industries

Carpenters Apprenticeship

Ron Herndon (A), representing Com m unity Developm ent Corpora M ay 4th On hand w ere (L R) M ery Wendy Roberts. Jam es W atts,
tion, signs an agreem ent to promote m inority participation in Cliff H am low  Bud Clark and Herndon
apprenticeship programs at a press conference M onday morning, Photo by Richard J Brown


