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Ben Linder has been laid to rest in far-off Nicaragua. Here in his home
tOwWn, Mourners are st 19 ] with intense gnef and seething anger

Media verage has descrnibed how Benjamin Ernest Linder, 27, was
working as a ) } Jineer at a )l hydroelect ect when he
fied April 28 at the hands of ) Que 1s fighting against the Sand
sta gove ent

Bu s th 3 [ ty tade th e of with | i ¥ 0" f

Her nole are et fer the mea Q f featt 2T jht before

he was bure e Nicaraguan countryside northeast of Managua, we

were among a tt sand Oregon residents wt jathered t jht candles at
fusk fr f the Federal Bu nwng i fowntown P ta 1 To jether we
stened t peacn: wWe sang, and we cned
t Be n 19 vhen he participated in protests aganst the i
ea int. At age o veyed gentleness and quiet dete
it that rema 1 with hm Whi patt sed aga the
airly  198( e nd he'd become very ncerned about the situation i
¢ knew Be BV shightly, the 1A ts evitably
¥ pa } e tr ] ews reports ca n ite the enty

g wa h that we to be found his eyes. F inother, r irrative

fispel the painful noncomprehensior ft feat!
Why wi | anyone want to kill Ben for working to provide electrnicity t

i ] L[] i mj venshed country 1 e i text, it Ly

¢ L At a t evel, howeve 1 part ot a g eality That
k f war that President Reaga reed fhight iIre wagqging
i t i ¥ fat i 1, the tra f £ L ed the
ora al ot ¢ 1 Fathe by Heaga have e )y t ed
to te tact ind disruption t the already destitute Nicaraguan e
nomy tras purposely target heaitt Ire Worke teacher ergy and
engineer ibornng the prov L 1 elj easants lea how t nake
progress aga fing poverty
With a degres vil engineer ], Be L fer went to Nicaragua 1984
10 beqgin work ] i ile elect 1§ ects. His salary ounted t
13 a montt He brought elect y 1 cs to keep vaccines cold, to
jht t i 1 qght ta t [ recalled a fnend wt had
v tedi T
He techr 1l sk » were sorely needed there. Of course he knew that
¢ vas In aw ’ And he knew that the area had become a war z2o0ne
1 t or 0 [ [ He became the first Amencan volur
aar t hare the fates f many thousands of Nicaraguar villans murdered
Dy the |
ich ' kely to increase d ) the next several months. Early
his yea tra leaders say, their ps were dow ) a few bullets per
week  But a new infus f S. aid has br jht a wealth ot amm ind
b Now I will flow aga torrent
H Linder waht some t the first shrapnel of the resupphed Contra
. W " k W W er the fusillade that killed him was finar
ed by profits from the U ¢ irms sales to lran. or one of the private fund
] es f n North Amernica, or a CIA nduit developed by Lt. Co
Miver L. North whe e wias running amok in the White House basement
Nearly L nths into the lran-Contra arms scanda t's all too easy 1t
I S.
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A igreement to provide apprenticeshig irpentry training for up to 8

re-apprent g irpenter tranees was annou ed by the Mayor's office

M iav May 4t

The agres 1, axe ted between the Northeast ( unity :}v\,--'u_.l
nent Corporation, the Oregon Competency Based Carpenters Join Ag
prenticeship and Training Committee, and the Private Industry Cour
marks the tirst formal agreement between an apprenticeship progran

irpenters) and PI(

This significant development w ead t t ind carear development
based upon important sk ind will enhance the opportunities of minorities
n entering the trade profess

The average starting wage of apprentices is $7 per hour

The Committee w 11SO D harged with finding employment for the
traineas with training agents certified by the ymmittee once the six-month
traiming program is completed

Signing the agreement were Ron Herndon, Vice Chairman of the
NECD( Chftf Hamlow, Resource Manager of R&MH Construction: and
James E. Watts, Vice President, Portland Private Industry Council

This agreement i1s an important step in addressing the employment
needs of our minorities. The transition into state apprenticeship programs
will provide careers for those who are involved in this project. The Private
Industry Council will work with the carpenters apprenticeship committee to
ensure that the requirements are met according to Mayor J E. “"Bud”
Llark

Clark said this 1s a great step, and he hopes other trades will follow the
lead of the carpenters and become involved in the program. He gave his
support for the efforts of those involved, and said that he was sure that the
agreement will be maintained for years to come

Also in attendance was Mary Wendy Roberts, State of Oregon, Bureau
of Labor and Industnies
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Over 1,000 people gathered at Terry Shrunk Plaza for a « indlelight
memorial to remembaer the life and work of Benjamin Linder  Lin
der. a 27 yr-old Portlander, was ki Nicaragua when Contra
f it it fa W f YWl e ] & |
1y 1 w l " f White H i i \
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Ron Herndon (R), representing Community Development Corpora
tion, signs an agreement to promote minority participation in
apprenticeship programs at a press conference Monday morning
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On hand were (L-R) Mary Wandy Roberts, James Watts,
Clitf Hamlow,. Bud Clark and Harndon

Brown



