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Black Doctor Demands Child Abuse Action
by Ron Harris

Teenage pregnancies may be the num ber one social problem  facing 
Blacks in Am erica, but child abuse and drugs are an inseparable part of the 
situa tion "Y o u  can 't really talk about teenage pregnancies w ithou t talking 
abou t drugs and ch ild  ab use ," says Dr B urnett Rucker " I 'v e  seen too  
m any cases where drugs and child abuse were the m ore serious problem  
connected w ith  teenage p regnancy."

Dr Rucker's m edical practice in Los Angeles brings him in to constant 
i on tact w ith  a large num ber o f black teenage prenancies and w ith  the pro 
blems that fo llow  after young girls have children He says that the s ituation 
has now  rear hed epidem ic proportions in m ost urban Black com m unities

"We' •• got to understand w h.it is happening in the streets, he says 
I verywhere you tu rn  young girls are given free drugs to  get them hooked,

usually on cocaine Then tfiey have to  start paying for more and the only 
w .iy they can do this is to  turn to p rostitu tion  They gel pregnant, have the 
chilrf to collect welfare, and then use the m oney and food stamps, not for 
the child, f iu t to buy more drugs

" I  know  .1 num ber of cases where children were even taken out on the 
streets tiy the m o the r* .is they con tinued their p rostitu tion  The kids are 
exposed to every km il of vice

The drug problem  is so severe in some areas that Dr Rui ker has had to 
deal w ith  parents w ho i an no longer a llow  teenagers <u cess to their homes 
The parents have com e hom e to  find  even the television stolen by one o f 
their ow n children, sold for as little  as $5 to pay for drugs

Dr Rucker adds that drug program s are not w ork ing and are so over 
crow ded that many youngsters cou ld n 't get in if they wanted to And the 
m ajority  of kids who do go th rough  these program s to dry out lor a while 
usually end up ba< k on drugs, som etim es in a m ailer of days

He says that even in cases w here a teenage m other is not involved w ith  
drug abuse, children are rarely g iven proper care by their young m others
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"T o o  o ften , it 's  the g randparents  or relatives o f the  ch ild  w h o  com e to  me 
in despair about w hat to do. In m ost cases, they are the ones w ho end up 
looking after the child

"F o r some young m others, having a child is seen as a passport to  sur 
vival It seen as a way o f liv ing o ff the state w ith ou t having to  work By 
the tim e a g irl is eighteen or nineteen, she's got three children, is in some 
cases co llecting  almost $2000 m on th  in welfare fax free and is ge tting  free 
housing

"Y e t these m others are not prepared for all the responsibilities o f looking 
alter children They w ant to go ou t and have a good tim e They want to 
spend their m oney on clothes and enterta inm ent and in m ost cases the chil
dren suffer

O ffic ial figures for child abuse in the Los Angeles area have more than 
doub led in the last 3 years ris ing to  80 (XX) repo tted  < uses in 1985 But 
many instances go unreported, particularly when these involve drugs or 
sexual m olestation The same pattern is em erging in m ost urban areas 
across Am em  a

Dr Rucker m aintains that not enough is being done to curta il the pro 
blern " I t  is not enough for law enforcem ent and soi ial serve • agenc res 
to act after a child has been abused We should be w ork ing  to understand 
the underlying causes for increasing fh  1 abuse W e have to  be look .mi 
seriously at w tia t w ill heal the sen ial problem on a broad si ale

In pa rt then* is s im p ly  a l.e k o f in fo rm a tio n  abou t d rugs Y oung  peop le  
o fte n  do  n o t k n o w  h o w  d ru g s  w ill rav i |e the ir lives A n d  m any Hl.e k 
youths, troys and g irls  are usua lly  ill equ ipped  to  u n d e rs ta n d  ho w  they r an 
su rv ive  and m ake a g o o d  life  fo r them se lves

"C h ild  abuse is no longer |USI a m ora l q u e s tion  It no  longer a gin short 
o f righ t and w ro n g  It a guestm n o f w hether counties , lives m jo io g t . .  
be m ined before they even have a change

G asoline Prices Increase
Gasoline prices have increased sine e Christm as according to the Oregon 

A A A  Easter Fuel Gauge Survey
Gasoline prices tiave risen an a ve rag e  of five cents per gallon in the al 

m ost four m onths that have passed since the Christm as survey was con 
ducted

Over the Easter holiday weekend, fu ll service cash custom ers paid an 
average of 94 cents per gallon for regular gasoline 99 cents per gallon for 
unleaded and $1 07 per gallon for super unleaded

Average prices at the m ini service pum ps w ill be 80 cents per gallon tor 
regular gasoline. 89 cents per gallon for unleaded and $1 00 for super un 
leaded

Credit card custom ers w ill pay an average of 5 5 i ents per gallon more
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Fraud On O lder People
Older persons are o ften  targets o f fraud schemes As w ith  people o f all 

age groups, seniors can be m anipulated in to  m aking decisions based on 
greed, desperation, carelessness or naivete Con artists get rich when they 
find  o thers  in th is state o f m ind

1 Be cautious w hen con tracting  for hom e repair service particularly if 
the worker solic ited you Before paying for the job inspe. t their work to 
assure yourse lf it has been properly  perfo rm ed Pay on ly  in insta llm ents 
and n e ve r w ith  cash Ask for old parts or equipm ent to asi erta in that io 
placem ents were actually installed

2 Be suspicious of work at hom e schemes advertised in newspapers 
and m agazines where you are ob ligated to  send your money in advance 
for a starter kit

3 Check out organ ization or individual so lic iting you to r fu n ds
4 Never let strangers urge you in to  w ithd raw ing  large sums of money 

regardless o f their credentials
5 Do not reveal financia l affairs m arita l status or banking practn es to 

anyone unless you can con firm  the legitim acy o f their inquiry Do not tie 
too led by take business r a ids or professional appearan. es

7 Beware o f the hank examiner stragers w ish ing to share lost or 
gam tiling m oney w ith  you the furnace inspector nr any high pressure 
salesperson

Hernetier sw indlers may tie men or wom en are usually very personable 
and conv inc ing the kind of person you w ou ld  be w illing  to trust on short
noli« e
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