
t I

PORTLAND OBSERNER Volume XVII, Number 22

April 8, 1987

»<€*/* M® 25$

B U F Sponsors March Against Racism______
by Jerry Garner

A m ixed crow d  of B lacks and w h iles  young and o ld  p.irtu ipated in an 
anti racism m arch sponsored by the Portland Chapter o f the Black U n ited 
Front The m arch was held to  « till a tten tion  to the resurgence o, racist vio 
lence tha t is occu rring  in O regon and th roughou t th»» U n ited States, and as 
a tim e to  com m enorate the death of the late Dr M artin  Luther King Jr

The civ il r igh ts leader was slam April 4 1968 in M em phis Term as he 
s tood on a m ote l balcony w ith  friends Dr K in g  h a d  i om e to  M em phis on 
beha lf o f s tr ik in g  san ita tion  w orkers The w orkers w e re  p ro te s ting  the 
c ity  s unfair tw o  tier wage system  w h ich  pant w h ite  san itation workers 
m ore than Black workers

The m arch began at the K ing N e ighborhood F.n ility  and ended at A lberta  
Park As the m archers traveled th rough the s tre e ts  o f  northeast P ortland 
m archers chanted a variety o f slogans inc lud ing D ow n W ith  Reagan

D ow n W ith  Racism S ou th  A tm  a M ust Be Free and Down W ith  The1 
Kian W hen the m archers passed the W alnut Park A du lt Theater they 
stopped and chanted "C lose It Down Close It D o w n

C om m un ity  o rgan iza tions, inc lud ing  the Hla< k U n ited  Front have b e e n  
try ing  fo r years to get c ity  o ffic ia ls  to close d o w n  th e  x rater) m o v ie  h o u s e  
They said the theater's  presence in the ne ighborhood i on tnbu tes to the 
p ro s titu tion  and crim e prob lem  in the area therefore, red u i m g  the livab ility  
o f the area A ltho ug h  a Suprem e Court ruling has g iv e n  i ity • flu ials broad 
pow ers to  rem ove x rated m ovie houses from  residentia l a n d  com m ercia l 
areas. M ayor Bud Clark and the  Portland City Count il haven 't .innount ed 
any plan to  use the high c o u rt's  decision to  eradn ate them  and p l.n  e them  
in restricted areas.

A fte r the parade, m archers gathered under the ram shelter at A llied ,, 
Park to hear several speakers, inc lud ing the Rev Jo in  Jai kson pastor of 
Mr O livet Baptist Church and co hairm an of the P ortland Chapter of the 
Black United Front, Portland C ity Com m issioner Dick Bogle Georg»' Hen 
dnx, president o f the Portland Branch o, the National Assm i.ition  for the 
Advancem ent o f Colored People, and the Rev Colin Jones an Angle .in 
priest from  South  A frica w ho  is serving as interim  pastor at Sou thm inste r 
Presbyterian Church

Com m issioner Bogle to ld  the crow d  that racial v io lence w h ich  they have 
been w itnessing on the TV. hearing on the radio in ri r p , id in i |  about in  th e  

newspapers and m agazines can occur in Portland arid th rou gh ou t O regon 
"T he  increase in racial v io lence shows how  tru ly  d iff ic u lt it is to  change 
the hearts o f people Each v io len t act gives rise to th»' same type o f  poison 
mg W hen w ill it end? Are these inc idents g row ing  in num bers? Are they 
related to  one another? Are they part of a pattern? No longer i an we point 
(ust to  the South  for exam ples o f racist vio lence H ow ard Beach, New 
York, is fresh in our m inds.

Hendrix to ld  the m ixed c row d  that the NAAC P w a s  born of vio lence 
He said, 'W e  are here today because of the v io lence the N A A C P  has 
w atched ; the increasing problem  o f racism that is occu rring  across this 
coun try  W e m ust do w hat w e have to  do, tha t is, to stand together shoul 
der to  shoulder. Black and w h ite . Catholics, Jew s and Protestants, to  speak 
ou t against the vio lence o f phsycia l being as well as tha t o f the spiritual 
one Hendrix said our young people m ust have hope tha t the fu tu re  w ill be 
a place where everybody can en)oy liberty and freedom

Herndon said despite sta tem ents by some w ho say tha t racism is on the 
decrease, racism con tinues to  be a problem  in society He m entioned the 
recent inc ident in Portland in w h ich  a Black man died as a result o f head 
in|unes he received after a P ortland Police o ffice r pushed him  to the pave 
m ent during an arrest, and the 1985 stabbing death o f another Black man, 
S tanley Reed Reed was stabbed to  death by a w h ite  m an as he rod»' his 
bicycle along U n ion Ave enrou te hom e from  work
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Ja n a e ln  M itc h e ll S h u k u ra  M itc h e ll and  C h a u n te ll L a w re n c e  lead the  

day A p r i l 4 th

Testim ony from  the trial revealed that Heed was killed t>e< ause the man 
and his com panion wanted to break in the blade of a new krufe w ith  the 
b lood o , <i Black person

Herndon said racism can be seen in the high rat»' of joblessness among 
A frican Am erican adults and you th  in Portland He said the unem ploym ent 
rate for Black adults in Portland is around 30 percent 60 pen ent o f all 
Black you th  are unem ployed Herndon said the in fant m orta lity  rate am ong 
Blacks is tw ice  the rate of wh ites

The co chair o f the Black U n ited Front also vented his < ritir ism of the 
state education system W hen you look at the schools in our com m unity  
you w ill see ttia t m ost of these kids can hardly re . id  their names in tx jx  < m l  
le tte rs  Two year ago the average Black senior g radua ting  from  th e s e  
schools had an average grade po in t average o f 1 85
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B I. i i  k U n ite d  F ron t s M a rc i i A g a in s t R a c is t V io le n c e  h e ld  S a tu r 

P h o to  by R ic h a rd  J B ro w n

It sh o u ld n  t su rp rise  m yone th a t d u rin g  th is  same period, w h e n  it i  arne 
tune  to  a tte n d  a lo u r ye n s ta te  i o llege  in O regon  o n ly  18 A fm  an Am erican 
s tu d e n ts  trnn  P o r,lam) P ub lii Si boo ls  en ro lle d  in to  a fo u r year s ta te  co l 
It '» ,« ' in O regon  H e rn d o n  sa id  H e rnd o n  said d u rin g  tt ie  same period of 
tim e  600 peop le  g ra d u a te d  fro m  sta te  o f O regon  schools in Engineering 
O f th is  g ro u p  o n ly  tw o  w ere  BI.ii k O u t o f 300 c o m p u te r science gradi, 
ates n one  w ere  A fro  an A m e rica n s  H o w  in the w o rld  are people g o in g  
to  su rv ive  in th is  tei h n e lo g ii al a g e  w h e n  yo u  have  tw o  people g ra d u a tin g  
in f ng inee rm g  a n d  n o n e  n C o m pu te r S i len i e-* He said it w as  the respon  
•ability id  ea h o f us to  n ike  sure th a t all ch ild ren  th rou gh ou t th® s ta te  of 
O regon  ge , an equal e d ili a ,io n

G ov Nell ( io ld s i t im id i and  D is im i 18 H ep  M argaret Carter also took 
p a rt in the  M a n  h A g a in s t R acism

_________Goldschmidt to Act On Minority Concerns________
Recently, the Observer requested from  the o ffice  o f the Governc

o f action  for addressing the ris ing elem ents o f racism, unem ploym ent and 
o ttie r concerns o f m inorities in Oregon The fo llow ing  is the G overnor's 
response

Last year's campaign was dominated by talk about change 
W ords flew back and forth But the votes are counted, and 
it is time to shift from rhetoric to action

In our first 90 days we have begun the process of change 
Expectations are high, and I am only one of many who wants 
to move faster

In conversations w ith the Black Leadership Conference and 
others, I have pledged again my com m itm ent to making state 
government a more active partner in the fight against racial 
discrim ination and for economic progress in m inority commu 
nities.

Our goal is to create work We will use the Job Training 
Partnership Act as a tool to provide access to the workplace 
for disadvantaged workers, and for women, particularly single 
parent women. As Mayor of Portland, I insisted on such a pro 
gram when the city helped Wacher Chemical locate a plant in 
Portland. I w ill insist that similar agreements take place when 
the state invests in a major way in new plant sitings.

We will be moving faster w ith the Port of Portland, where I 
have just appointed a new presiding officer. I w ill work for 
more jobs for m inority workers at the Port

One of my major priorities is corrections, shifting the empha 
sis to treatment programs for drug and alcohol problems, and

working to deal w ith young offenders A youth retention pro 
gram to reverse the school dropout trend is a major priority in 
my budget, and is being approved by the Legislature

Neil G o ld sch m id t ta lks w ith  new s people fo llo w in g  his m eeting  w ith  
the Black Leadership C o n ference S teering  C o m m itte e  last w eek at 
M t O live t Baptish C hurch P hoto  by R ichard J Brow n

I hope Portlanders will join me in supporting a school safety 
net proposal on the May ballot. A lthough Portland has a mo 
dern school tax base, we should all remember lost school days 
in the past because we lacked such a base. Estacada and 
Forest Grove should be the last schools in Oregon to close be 
cause of failure of a voter approved levy.

My com m itm ent to program s for m inority  and w om en bust 
ness con tracto rs  is well know n As Secretary of Transporta 
tion, I in itia ted th»' best and toughest such program  in the Fed 
eral governm ent I w ant to im prove our program  now  in Ore 
gon

My task force on a ffirm ative  action is com p le ting  its study 
of refocusing that o ffice , away from  num bers coun ting  and 
tow ard  a strong voice for the m inority  com m un ity .

We are beginning to make the m inority appointm ents we 
promised in the campaign, both to state executive offices and 
to boards and commissions. Our office is consulting m inority 
organizations and fias talked w ith each m inority member of 
the Legislature, to solicite Isicl nominations.

Major state appointments to positions especially sensitive 
to the m inority com m unity w ill be made w ith  advice from 
minority leaders.

And I expect to sign a bill divesting state funds from South 
Africa,

These are actions, not words Programs are already moving 
as we wind up the first 90 days of this administration. I am 
not satisfied w ith the pace, but I am satisfied w ith the direc
tion. The election was all about change, and change is under 
way in Salem.

11 Days U ntil Easter Sunday
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