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- EDITORIAL/OPINION

Black Studies Deserves
Better Treatment

Two weeks ago it was reported in the Observer that
the Portland State University Curriculum Committee de
nied a request by the Black Studies Department to issue
a muinor. The Curnculum Committee said Black Studies
was denied a minor request because Black Studies was
a "'certificate program and is so close to being a minor
that there was no need 1o have a minor within it The
Curriculum Committee made its decision to deny Black
Studies approval for a minor on the recommendation of
the University’'s Faculty Senate. The Faculty Senate is
a deliberature body that gives advice 1o the University's
President and the Curnculum Committee or rmculurn
and other policy matters

The Observer feels the manner which the Cirniculurn
Commuttee and the Fac ulty Senate used n den ng
the Black Studies request for a minor was Inser

sitive

and down-right disrespectful The Senate's refusal to

allow the Black Studies Department an opportunity 1o

High Profile —

It 18 always amusing to note promises made by can

didates durnng an election campagn Ranging from

ndiculous” to redundant they somehow seem Lo

captivate voters who are willing to giwve candidates

another chance to [Ji»l?r.r'h as they so dihgently pro
mised durnng the campagn
F o usSINg on 1ssues such as prostitution

frugs, police

brutahity, unemployment, et election hopefuls have

discovered that ""'sensationalism in the news not only

attracts readership but votes as well
some of the ibove

For example ssues mentioned

were topics addressed by candidates durning the last

election. Concerned citizens, especially those in Nortt
east Portland, responded more favorably to these
community based ' problems than they did to other
of equal importance due to a lack of sensatonahisn
Health, the budget, semor citizens and housing de
serve, and sometimes do get, equal play for it would
certanly appear that all are somewhat related
Candidates embark on a platform of socal retorm and

present the mernts of its minor proposal before re
mending that the proposal be denied by the Cirnculur
Committee. while other departments were given the
hance to do so, is overtly discriminatory

Equally alarming is the fact that the Cirnculum Con

On The Constitution

BY Edwin L. Coleman Il

Qur constitution 18 color blind, and neither
knows nor tolerates classes among citizens. b
respect to cvil nghts, all citizens are equal be

fore the law. The humblest s the peer of the
The law regards man as mar
or of

his color when his civil nights as guaranteed

most powerful
and takes no account of its surroundings

by the supreme law of the land are involved

Justice John M. Harlan, 1896

An underlying 1ssue to be explored, n the hmited
sCcope of thus article, 1s to what extent does the evolu

ton of our constitution as a frame of reference for our
political institutions represent a gradual or revolutionary
and as many historians

development? In one sense

have noted, our revolution projected a number of con
tradictory trends

The men who wrote the Declaraton of Independence
and later played an important role in dratting the con
stitution, reflected the attitudes of therr time to some
extent. They were certanly ahead of thewr time in many
respects but they also depicted in published writings
as well as in thewr private letters the racial prejudices of
that era. Histonian Herbert Aptheker has made some
poignant comments about some of our founding fathers
which are stll relevant for the 1980s. Wrniting about
the Declaration of Independence and our
in hus 1980 book Unfolding Drama: Studies in U.S
History Aptheker that 1

achievement and n theory

revolution
observed atfirmed in
the nght of national
self determimmation It postulated the equalty ot all
men

This concept was carned over to a hmited extent in
the constitution. However, it 1s important to recognize
that there 1s always a big gap between revolutionary
rhetonc and day to-day practice, our revolution, as with

all revolutwons before or since, was deficient Revolu

tions are often necessary and useful, but they are never

po'rh-lt and they have yet to produce the utopian

sOciety
Aptheker

“The revolution and the instruments of government

in discussing ours, noted in his book that

resulting from it expounded the concept of popular
Again
its meaning was himited to the concept of ‘people’ in the
18th century
In short

soveraignty with those who announced this
male, white, propertied
our revolutionary process reflects an on
going struggle, and the civil war of the 1860s, the re
construction penod 1865-1877, and the civil nghts cam
paigns of the 1960s each represent important stages in
that process. Our constitution was borne out of con
flict

sus

It did not simply evolve out of a genuine consen

mittee acted n the Faculty Senate re endat
knowing that Black Studies was systematically denie
thess ourtesies and FMMmuMnicatorn nsiderat
that departments are given by both the Senate and the
Committee
Fortland State | versity pre jent, Natale
should take a leadership role by be ng actively
v verdd jetern ng the rea the Black t i ¥
partment was given negative treatment by the Fa Ty
Senate and the Curr jlum Committee The Black St
dies Department and the Black ymmunity deserve t
know the answer to tt juestion
Low Visibili
ty
e prevention ) ) thewr expertise and expe
ence in dealing witt h problen They ’
t ' luce legislatior f elected) which w 1 wil
it prostitution irugs and unem; vment et They
pend a great dea f time and energy 1 ] t
Ippearances try )t Wiy f [ it fa
The 3 be . ernywhers § 11 . g
but P acted o o Sl R Dl
f absenteeis
Promises made d ) @a campaign a t key
iuse mostly it i Die 1t 1 they a
i, nr "-rll 1teer
A rading t ne Multr ah ty elect T
i, wi 15k ed ¥ j ) v
paign § es attnbute idates a '
wcking vahdity but t 1 jality ey need 1t
be n ¢ aware f the tacts bef ey 1
tatement
Mayby vhat (&0 1 i inda i it
] ] r th § ) L} I "
I INSWE he quest titut
bhing e hould define what eant Dy
e f that has bes Y part f the A\ "
expenence since the very beq ng. The hist al re
wd suggests that many of our founding fathers weré
w conscious when they talked about Blacks as thres
fitths of a person. With the adoption of the 13th_ 14t
ind 15th amendments came the political ide Jica
test Detweer ontending force with Ami i
society: a stuggle with many facet In many ways it
it the heart of today leological-pt opl 1
frontation betwes progre ve force wit want
§ ' re T forward and the il Y
nght” who want to stop it or push nt back, iIf possible
or ONSCIOUSNess Is 1 ot the sole ssue i "l" ©r 1
polhitics that brnings progressive and the new nght int
conthct It 15, nevertheless, one of the major 1Issues i
defining the social-political context It should also be

kept in mind that neo fascist movements have always
attempted to wrap themselves in rehigious and patnoti
garb of one kind or another. Thew dea of an ideal socie
ty 1s one consisting of people who look hke them and

think as they do on every single issue

In many ways our constitution murrors pohitical reality

especially in the way 1t 1s interpreted Even a INsSoOry

reading of Supreme Court rulings on the scope of the
14th and 15th amendments at different stages illustrates
the pont dramatically, keeping in mind the broad range
of 1ssues covered by the 14th. Plessy v. Ferguson re
flects one kind of political reality for Black Amencans

while Brown v. Board of Education of T‘u;w-h.i reflected

a changing reality These desicions did not take place

n a vacuum totally solated from political pressures

pohtical confhict, and ideological mampulations

How the constitution 1s interpreted can be a life or
death proposition for many This 1s certainly the case
of Black Amencans The question is not so much n

the constitution color blind, but rather WHO is defining

color consciousness and in what kind of political cor

text. I the United States i1s to become a true “"‘melting

pot then ethnic and cultural differences must be a

cepted, studied with some concern for depth

an i
understanding, and the best taken from each to build on

AMERICAN culture

spiritual will to do this 1s an open questior

a ncher Whether we have the
at thws point

in our history

Coleman is a professor of English and Director of Ethnic

Studies at the University of Oregon
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A weekly column on personal finance distributed by
the Oregon Society of Certified Public Accountants

On Wedding Bells and Taxes: Filing Jointly or Separately

Un St. Valentine iy, L irnage prog als are percent of this spouse s adjusted gross iIncome are tax
ade tha t v fay f the vea {edd n 1986 f the expenses are great enough
And, whe i Vv i 1e 1 [ yrried they n reduce his or her tax bill considerably
they have iny details to think about ily. how iples who choose to file jointly must be married
ney O 1e 10 Tile ¢ X 1 e of the Separated and divorced couples may stll have to hile
B i X t f A tly deps i ] artain rcumstances. If you wWerne
they have a de t bhot marned December 31, 1986 consider yourself marned
Most arried Dles file tly because they reduce for the entire tax vear f your spouse died during 19886
the tax t et ' i The tax ¥ 1y still file a t returr
ines f 1T i ) A 1 there are Ny Separated iples may file returns as though they are
tax benefits to f J tly v tt ywwallable 1t 1 arned a g as they did not live together at all
separate file 1986 n tk ; ton, one spouse may file as a
By f ] @ X ire @ head of | et i as long as the couple s dependent
titied 1o the tw vy ¢ phased hild hived with him or her for more than six months out
! 1987 ¥ f king sg ! f the year. If you were divorced in 1986, you cannot
T redit for the y, 1 ) ] Té recit or file a joint return unless you remarned within the same
the depe jent ' 1 ¢ thi X fed yEear
t 3l totaled, the benefnt id provide a star f you got marned, separated, divorced or became
hial tax saving widowed in 1986, yvou will have to make a decision as to
the best way to file your income tax return. If you feel
[ to file seg ey e reas you need more information to properly file your return
f irate fe ha eDa tact a certified public accountant or the Internal
1 ne i [ a ha bstantia edics Revenue Service. Both are good sources of information
th 5 ) x t exceed five whie t nes time to sort through your finances
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Racist Violence on the Rise
ement by Bradford he gasped for breath. He was pronounced dead at 11:04
Rey he | i 1 [ itempt that evening
) jOk ' f f Ireatest )¢ f t it only the police, though. At the University of
{ ! p ent P ry. Mr Rey Massachusetts at Amherst, last October, approximately
i harge of t Rights 3,000 white students gathered to watch a World Series
| ] i | H 1 ticke f game A Black student walked by and said he was a
FaCISn fact, | i I s yet to be produced Mets far Soon the white student :.."’“ was attacking
Ny evide e 1o back \ bald ertion. and indeed any Black student in sight. The incident left 10 injured
il available vicle ' ected h matter licates and one Black student was beaten unconscious. A re
Juite the ent report about the incident called it “predictable, pre
] M fenart ventable and pnimanly racially motivated
ent s rey ' ¢ ty Relat or e of There have been other incidents at the University of
' j the 6 vea a8 } 1) Mt Holyoke in Massachusetts, and a number
Tweee 1980 a IBH  the e f reg tedd fernit f ther olleges throughout the country In other
eaped from 99 1o 2/¢ N t a three f { A5 words racism 1s not just a disease of the economically
And theses 1t fernit I ted to the 15t1CE feprived within the white community, as some have f
eparment gested. It ilso a disease of the so-called "best and |
hen 1 ) ’ e NY the brightest !
r ¢ e t arly n another mob action, a group of suburban
New York ty alone the ber of firmed white high school students in a Boston suburb this
jents aga t B k 1 sult hreat ol nonth attacked a busload of Black students who were
with weap ind verba fr tat has steadily participating n a busing program The white students
1se e 1982 A h th f wing the Howard were looking for three particular Black students. When
Beact Juee fent f i 1 f 1ICI1a they ouldn’t find them, one white student shouted,
bia New York City e a dramatic 15( Well, let's get them all,”” and the mob attacked the bus
But er gt f statistics o1 talk at t actual pec with stones and a tire iron
ple Decemt fla vyear a ¢ 1 Black voutt It to be expected that anyone who would suggest
was so | tally beats by a white | ' ticer 3 Su that a mob of 2-.3,000 Klansmen throwing rocks and bot
burt f Was! i D that 11 witnesse nany of tles in Forsyth County, Georgia were just "'a small band
them stranger ined a plaint A passenger in a f bystanders whose childish prattle went almost com
ir that wa ir ] by } 1 i { the fficer it  pletely ed would also think these and other
the vy ng an with a ] -. 1t least t sl ich dents were simply 1solated occurrences Hu*y
then, when the y th, head t v tried t et ug e not. Howard Beach s not an isolated incident. Nor
the officer hit him between | eqs. A rding 1o the 18 Louisville, Kentucky: Hutchinson, Kansas; or Easton
Wasl Jue ¥ Y ) N w topped by the Maryland, where other racial incidents have occurred n
p after he dropped indy wrappe the gr | recent weeks. And the more this Administration tries to
Then there wa ¥ e e, 20 yvear 1. wit sweep this endemic racism propelling these incidents
jot a hittle 1 ) movie theater one might in upstate inder the rug, the more they will increase. Only 1s we
New York. Next tt ) he knew he was being held in a 1s a nation, begin to speak out and aggressively con
hokehold by a w! tf-duty i 3 Friends say front these racist forces, will we be able to halt this self
the young man kept say ] JIVH i et me g 3 destructive course
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