
born ou t o f wedlock also have increased However, those b irths have not 
been balanced by b irths o f m arried m iddle class Blacks, because the latter 
has elected to have fewer children This is a clear sign o f assim ilation and 
en try  in to  m iddle and upper class status

In this era of a rising economy, why does so much of 
the under class depend on the governm ent for support?

Nicholas Lehman w riting  in the A tlan ta  M on th ly  believes tha t the 
Black under i  lass suffers from  a sharescropper m enta lity  He even w ent so 
fa i as to  develop an analogy between a welfare recipient and a share 
cropper, for bo th  depend upon the system for everyth ing

Having children perpetuates the status quo o f bo th systems Education 
and fo rm al m arriage is not a p rio rity  Add susstandard housing and poor 
fis i al m anagem ent and both the we lfare and sharecropper system s w ill 
tend to perpetuate themselves

How  did the upper class really develop? One theory is that when the 
poorly edui ated sharecropper m oved from  his rural hom e environm ent, the 
Soi ial strut lu res tha t at Ted as an inh ib itor to  negative behavior were re 
m oved W ithou t a real support system in the urban areas (either south or 
no rth ), it was inevitable that the fam ily structure  w ou ld  collapse W hen the 
m iddle class le ft the ghe tto  was w ith o u t positive role m odels and leaders 
D isorganization began to g row  w ith  an increase in vio lent. Black on 
Black crimes No one in the gh e tto  is im m une from  illeg itim acy, illiteracy, 

drugs and high unem ploym ent even if he is not an active partic ipant W hen

hunger, devastation and depriva tion  are constant com panions, it is d iff ic u lt 
to  w a tch Dynasty. Dallas or All My Children w ith o u t com paring fantasy 
and reality and w anting  som e o f the good life portrayed on the screen The 
story lines o ften  deal w ith  the realities of the ghetto, illeg itim acy, m urder, 
and anger become acceptab le Unless strong, positive values are deve 
loped at hom e m any o f the  residents o f the ghetto  do anyth ing to  em ulate 
their TV hero me Just as Buppies (Black urban professionals) are mem 
bers o f the Now generation, so too  are Guppies (ghe tto  urban poor) The 
d ifference is in the m edium  o f exchange Buppies use plastic, gupp ies use 
steel

Poverty m ust be ove rcom e’ To do so requires education and em ploy 
ment program s I t ’s obvious tha t the traditional public school has no t been 
successful Dedicated teachers w ith  small classes in a m otiva ting  environ 
ment one that s brigh t, co lo rfu l, and non threatening, m ust replace the 
dreary ho ld ing pens tha t pass for schools D iscipline m ust be enforced; 
but here again, the focus should be on developing self discipline Supplies, 
tests, texts all kinds o f m aterials tha t are w ritten  in relevant language m ust 
be used Expensive? Yes However, when you m atch the $5,000 cost 
of these changes annually against the $25 thousand it costs per year per 
inm ate w h ich  makes m ore sense?

Industry m ust be involved in help ing to elim inate the deepest poverty 
It's  ironic that |obs at the bo ttom  (fast food chains. superm arkets, etc I 
tha t pay m in im um  wages go begging Nobody w ants to work for $5 per 
hour when drug dealers can buy a car (or .it least the dow n paym ent) in a
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m onth  Again positive images m ust be developed W hen self discipline 
and deferred gra tifica tion  are learned, many w ill be w illing  to  go on to  high 
er education , or at least have enough po tentia l for co rpora tions to  become 
w illing  to  take a chance on h iring and tra in ing the ghe tto  resident 

Pride in liv ing accom odations is d ifficu lt w hen your residence is a wel 
fare' ho te l In every city, there are enough c ity  ow ned houses or apart 
m erits tha t can be converted to  habitable dw ellings at a lower cost than 
using hotels It's  understandable tha t the latter may tie a stop gap measure, 
but little  appears to  be done to  indica te tha t the hotels are anyth ing but 
perm anent 60 M inutes had a program  on welfare hote ls in the spring 
Far from  sham ing c ity  fathers in a large eastern c ity  in to  m aking apartm ents 
available to  the welfare recipients tha t c ity  |ust shipped ou t num bers of 
ghetto  residents to  another hotel in another s ta te1

Once these th ings are done, the backbone o f the people m ust be re exa 
m ined for strength the fam ily G roup counseling and w orkshops in paren 
ting  consum erism  rights hygiene, hom e econom ics po litics, in tragroup 
dynam ics an il values must be m andated Again it is i  ru i ial that the group 
leader tie sym pathetic tin t firm  and hold tfie  absolute respect o f the m em  
tiers o f the group This again is education They m ust be educated on the 
(lower o f t lie  vote and exercise tfi.it (lower W hen Black po litica l c lou t is 
show n in W ashington, m ore program s tha t aie essential to  e lim inate the 
cripp ling  e ffects of poverty  w ill tie ins titu ted  Once m ore the cry o f Black 

a positive self image amt the elim inationP ow er’ w ill be heard, and pride 
o f poverty w ill tie the legacy of ear h of us to those yet unborn

Are Buppies in Touch With the Real World?
How They Use Education as a Force For Change

M uch lias tie i'ri w ritten  about the deterio ration o f Urban Arneru a its 
g h e tto i/a tio n  and abandonm ent Under the policies o f the present admiru 
s tra tion  the percentage o f fam ilies liv ing be low  the poverty  line is again on 
the increase and unem ploym ent for the Black underclass is doub le that 
for w h ites A ffirm a tive  action, school, and job in tegra tion  no longer seem 
to  be popular issues w ith  the governm ent agencies and civil rights attor 
neys

On a tour th rough urban Am erica, it appears to be easy to make ttie 
generalization as to  w h ich  race lives in what ne ighborhood In New York 
City, for example on a trip  north  on Park Avenue or Central Park West 
the change (last 106th street is no th ing  short of dram atic

However, young Blacks are m oving in to  th enclaves tfi.it were form erly 
all w h ite  tx ia rd  room s, corpora te headquarters, occupations, and neigh 
borhoods A long w ith  these m oves has com e a new term  Buppies o ’

Black Urban Professionals
W hat is a buppy ’ Like their w h ile  yuppie counterpart, they |et to Europe. 

A frica, or the Carntitiean are patrons o f the m useum s and professional 
theatres are paid tioard m em bers o f large corpora tions and are subset) 
bers to Fortune. Business Week Forties Magazine and Th»' W all Street 
Journal In sfiort ttiey have arrived Som e are conspicuous consum ers 
desetting the large Am ent an i ars o f their predei essors tor B M W s or a Met 
cedes They shop at Neiman M arcus and Saks F ifth Avenue or small spe 
cialty shops whose craftsm en offer on ly the finest selection of leather or 
furs to ttiier upsi alt' clientele

O ttiers are reverse snobs pre ferring to boast o f their Perry Ellis or

Rosie's

There  are 1 1 m il l io n  B la c k s  in  c o lle g e s  to d a y

stridently  advocating fem inism  w hile buppies were burn ing the m igrught 
oil and p ro testing  for m ore educational opportun ities One young Black 
w anted to  know  w hy the term  "w upp ies" w h ite  urban professionals 
rather than yuppies young urban professionals wasn t user! since yuppius 
could stand for e ith e r  race

Education has always been a too l for advancem ent in tfus coun try  One 
of thr' m ost positive happenings for all tin t most particularly Blacks was 
W orld  W ar II For at its close. Ill»' G I Bill bet ame law This enabled 
hundreds o f thousands of young Bl.n ks to ter eive a college education, 
and the trend con tinues  for the sons and daughters o f the  voterans are 
them selves students or collr'ge graduates There are five tim es as many 
Blai ks enrolled in » ollegc today as them  was in 196b Be.ween 1970 and 
1981. w h ite  colleges mi leased their enrollm ent by 37% w h ile  predom inant 
ly Bl.n k ins titu tions  grew by 71 Si C urren tly  there are 1 1 m illion Blacks
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