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.^ e n  Having c 6<,

t»V Yvonne Whaley
The a d ve n t o f th e  80 s h ig h lig h te d  som e se rious c o n s id e ra tio n s  as to  the  

h e a lth  o f the  tra d itio n a l fa m ily  s tru c tu re  fo r A m e ric a 's  28 6 m illio n  Bl.n ks 
O n ly  41 o o f  B lack c h ild re n  lived  w ith  b o th  p a re n ts  w h ile  a lm ost 5 0 " o f 
tf io se  under 18 years o f age w e re  hy ing  in  h o u se h o ld s  he a de d  try w o m e n  
A n  even m ore  d is tu rb in g  and  fr ig h te n in g  s ta tis tic  c lose  to  6 0 %  o f th e  . hil 
d re n  tro rn  in  th is  decade  w ere  b o rn  to  u n m a rrie d  w o m e n  m any th e m  
se lves under e ig h tee n

O v e r 5 0 %  o f  B la c k  c h i ld r e n  liv e  in  h o u s e h o ld s  h e a d e d  try  w o m e n

tr.ri kb o n e  fo r BI.»« ks s ince  the  tim e  w h e n  o ra l h is to ry  w .ls  ou r m ajor fo rm  o t 
i o m m u n ir a tio n  C h ild re n  sh o u ld  lea rn  then va lues drs< ip lin e  and respon  
s ib r l,ties fro m  the ir pa re n ts  b u t w ith o u t a m ale  ro le  m od e l, m any  teenage 
troys g ro w  up  w ith o u t k n o w in g  w h a t a fa ther is S upposed to  do  or I» 1 In 
som e h o u se h o ld s  th ree  and  fo u r gen era tio n s  live  lo g ,'liv e , w ith  no  m ales 
e x h ib it in g  p e rm a n e ncy  or ava ilab le  lo r the yo u n g  to  look up  to  in a posrtiv , 
c o n s t,u , liv e  w ay G reat g ia n d m o ttvo rs  as yo u n g  as f if ty  are  n o t so unusua l 
a n ym ore

The effects o t su< h Irv ing a rra n g e m e n ts  are tar rea ch in g  S om e m oth e rs  
are b u rd e n e d  w ith  n e g a tiv e  fe e lin g s  a b o u t th e ir  c irc u m s ta n , es a n d  take  it 
o u t on  the ir c h ild re n  V erba l and  p h ys it al abuse beco m e s  a life  s ty le  tha t 
can  lead to  a lie n a tio n  M ale  c h ild re n  la n d  to  a lesser deg ree  fem ale  
c h ild re n ! t an then  tu rn  to  a life  o f c rim e  o r d ru g  and  or a lco h o l a d d ic tio n  
G irls, h u n g ry  to r a lte r Iron be co m e  p re g n a n t The cyc le  is end less ly  re 
(»s ite d

W h y  is th is  SO? There .lie  a num ber o f re,rsons lin t  the  m o s t  o fte n  . ited  
is e c o n o m ic s  Blar k u n e m p lo y m e n t has rem a ined  h ig h  in  sp ite  o f g o ve rn  
m e n ta l s ta tis tic s  th .it  seem  to  s ta te  the  o p p o s ite  W h ile  th o se  s ta ll,s in  s 
Out o f W a s h in g to n  d o  a d m it to  trigher teenage  u n e m p lo y m e n t I.g u n  th e

tru e  fig u re  fo r m an y  B lacks is 4 7 % i A n d  pn ispe i t , tor m an y  o t the  B l.n  k 

yo u th  are ex t o p tio n a lly  d im  m any ate v ir tu a lly  u n e m p lo y a b le  O ut r< m il l  
m y has sh ifte d  to  a te c h n o lo g ic a l true req u ir in g  sk ills  th a t h o s ts  o f  y o u n g  

Blacks do  n o , have and  are e d u i a ,to na lly  u n e q u ip p e il to  ge t In  a d d itio n  
C om panies are m o v in g  in to  in d u s tr ia l pa rks  in  su b u rb a n  areas m akiru ) it 
d if f ic u lt  for u rb a n  B lacks to  g e l the re  Thus w ith  th e  fa th e r  o f her u n b o rn  
c h ild  u n e m p lo ye d , th e re  is lit t le  reason lo t a p re g n a n t g ir l to  m a n y

F u rth e rm o re  w ith  on e  o f every  six y o u n g  Bl.n k m en io  ,ail o th e rs  s tru n g  
o u t on  d ru g  a d ic tio n  a long  w ith  tfte  in o rd in a te  in c id e n ce  o f early  d e a tti 
a m o n g  B lack m ales the re  a te  fe w  m arria g ea b le  m en Bl.n k w o m e n  ou t 
nu m b e r then  m en by 2 1

H o w  then  are these  ne w  yo u n g  fa m ilie s  su p p o rte d ?  S om e w o m e n  w o rk  
and the ir m o th e rs  o i g ra n d m o th e rs  are re sp o n s ib le  for r h r lr l  a re  S om e 
rece ive  p u b lic  ass is tance  fo o d  s ta m p s  a n ti o t w e lfa re  < he t ks va lid a te  
the ir e x is tence  Those fa m ilie s  on  p u b lic  ass is tan t e I o m m o n ly  a iled  wel 
fare) w ith  u n d e ,a g e d  c h ild re n  also rece ive  assis tance  fro m  an ag e ncy  w fto se  
p rim a ry  chen tn le  arp th o se  ch ild ren

One n o tio n  th a t flies  in the  face  o f fa c t is t l i . i t  w e lfa re  is an m t e n tive  for 
u n m a rrie d  w o m e n  to  have  c h ild re n  If th is  w e re  true  th e n  tfio se  sta tes 
ha v in g  m ore  g e n e ro u s  b e n e fits  should have h ighe r b ir th ra te s  This is jus t 
n o , so Research has a lso  shown tha t m os t ret ip ie n ts  ret e ived  I r e n e , its  
fo r a sho rt t im e  O n ly one  in fou r ch ild ren  fro m  fam ilies  he a v ily  dependen t 
tro w e lfa re  a p p lie d  fo r b e n e fits  u p o n  leav ing  h o m e

A ll o f th is  m ay tier o m e  m o o t fo r the re  is an e v e rg ro w in g  (root o l u n w e d  
m o th e rs  u n d e i  18 years o f age This o f , ou rse , is m o s t d e s tru c tiv e  to  the 
tra d it io n a l va lues fo u n d  w ith in  th e  s tro n g  e x te n d e d  fa m ily  th a t h  is  been the

PORTLAND CLEANING WORKS 
SPRING SPECIAL

M a n 's  3 pc su it $5 .25  
M a n 's  2 pc  su it $4 50

Dress $4 00 f t  up  
P ants f t  S la cks  $1 75

Special prices good on dry cleaning ONLY1

M u s t p ick  up  within 30 days
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W hat Can Be Done A bo u t This?
Ttie s ing le , m o s t im p o rta n t ta i to r is edm  a tio n  W h e n  w e  speak o t edu 

Catron it is n o t ,ust in tire  a re .i n t basi, sk ills  ilth n u q h  they are e x trem e ly  
im p o rta n t and  net essary in  o rder to  ach ieve  I dm  a tion . th o u g h  has m any 
far e ts  ttra t ii, ip .n  t u p o n  an in d iv id u a l s self esteem  It p ro v id e s  th e  a b ility  
to  c o m m u n ic a te  e ffe c tiv e ly  ve rb a lly  or in  w r itte n  b u m  to  seek jo t, o p p o r 
tu n ,ties  to  co m p re h e n d  in to ,m a tro n  and  to  ts ive  and  m a k e  v iab le  t hot, es 
and  d is  is ions I at k o l (■dm a tio n  th u s  lim its  an in d iv id u a l s i barn es to  
fu n . Iron  io a sot re ly  ttra t dem a n d s  ar, atrti ly to  pm . ess in fo rm a tio n  p ro  
dm  live ly  an d  crea tive ly

T rad itiona lly  w e  th ink  o t edm  a tio n  as so m e th in g  w e  get io si hoo t This 
is true  as fa , as it goes C h ild ren  a lso p u n  ess in fo rm a tio n  fro m  h o m e  lire  
s tree t th e  ine rtia  a n il ,hey e g e tt in g  m ixed  s igna ls  The m ed ia  co t,s ta r, 
fly  stresses ■ e xu a lity  teenagers  are e lit  our aged to  tu rn  .1 on  rved if
l , l> le t i, on  |usl do n  I h ang  on  to  it H ie  th e m e  o , lo v e  to  a love 
s ta iye d  g ir l liv in g  in  i I in la s y  w o r ld  o t s o lln i ss and gen tleness  w h ile  lie , 
rea lity  IS i ve rm in  in fe s ted  i ro w ,le d  le o e m e o l m akes her ex trem e ly  vul 
ire ,ab le  to  an /  sw ee t talk m g y o u n g  m an  w tr o  w a lks  in to  tie , life

le t  s ge t te n  k ,<■ the  si hoo ts  The putrln si boo ls  espe i tally in the  u rban  
areas o f tin s  i n o n t i y  h a v e  s o r e ly  fa iled  om  y o u th  T h e y  Will t n u t i i i m  t o  do 
so u n le s s  i ' im m u n i t y  le a . le ts  i tu rn  ties  socia l o rg a n iza tio n s  e ti m a k e  

dem ands u p o n  t in -  system  C u m , ula m u s t t ie  des igned  t l i . i t  n o t on ly  tm  ns 
u p o n  I I I .  t i i n , i  i ,  , h i t o lu g y  l i f e  a n d  fa m ily  a n t i It»  . o n se t,tie m  es o l 
• s i l l y  p u - g n a n i  y

Prehaps the  m os t d e tr im e n ta l to  the  su rv iva l and s tre n g th  o f our race is th e  
w e a kness  o t so  m any o f th e  n e w b o rn  to  u n derage  m o th e rs  Poor p re n a ta l 
ca re  o fte n  p ro d m  es bab ies  w ith  b ir th  d e fe i ,s or increases d ie  in c id e n c e  o f 
h igh  in fa t , m o rta lity  Inadequa te  (» is ,n a ta l t a te  can h a n d ica p  a c h ild  for 
the  res, o f his life  Poor n u tr it io n  o fte n  s tu n ts  th e  ch ild  s g ro w th  b o th  m en  
ta lly  and  p h ys it ally It is n o , s u ,p o s in g  th a t the m a tu r ity  o l c h ild re n  in  pre  
sch o o l p ro g ra m s  such  as Head S ta r, are t h ild rn n  b o m  u n w e d  m o th e rs  
or m o th e rs  w h o  .ire heads o f h o u se tio ld s  w ith  lim ite d  fu n d s  M any o t these  
ch ild ren  tiave  had u na i ce p ta h le  sot ra li/a t io n  and m u s t learn  h o w  to  tu n c  
Iron  in  a g ro u p

I, has been sard t t ia t on e  o f the  p ro b le m s  o f Bl.n ks is th a t w e  tiave  no  
c o m m o n  c u ltu re  th e  o n ly  d u n g  i in it in g  us is tt ie  ta i t d ia l ou r a n c e s to rs  
< am e tro rn  d ie  sam e c o n t in e n t  It th is  is true  w e nee,I to  ensure  our y o u t l l  
tha t w e  I are e n o ug h  a b o u t th e m  to  see d i.rt they are e g u i,rp e d  to  en ter in to  
the  m a ins tre a m  They m ust tie  m o tiv a te d  w ith  le a lish c  goa ls counselling 
and a su p p o rt sys tem  tha t w ill h o o s l d ie»  se ll » s teen i N o longer m us t w e 
a llow  yo u n g  g il ls  lo  seek an id e n tity  or va lida te  the ir e x is tence  d iio u g h  a

"A re  you gonna g ive  m e m ore  o f th a t 
social w o rke r b... s..., or are you gonna 
help me ?"

top*
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W e  m u s t  I o o t m u e  th e  le a rn in g  p in t  ess

One si h o o l r iis tin  t u l  im ig n  te ce iye d  lia tu in .,1 a , ,e n in ,n  w h e n  e a ilt lie s  
sed th e  issue o f hue  ro .« « i.a lity  tt irn u q h  Ib e ii h e a llh  p u ig n im  lh ,s  p m  
g ia e  m, lo d e d  rfispi , . , |» , ih  i o n P o l In fo rm a tio n  and  d> v i ,  e s  In  the
s ,m ,e n ,s  l i , h io  le g iie c t W ln le  il w as a h tgh ly  . o n ,u iv e rs ia l app ro .it ti sfa 
lis in  S show  II,a l II m a y  lie  im ix is s itr le  lo  p re ve n , a sexua lly  ai liv e  y m il l i  
f io m  i o n lin m n g  the  p,.,< ,» e The a d m in is t,airon th u s  te li il w ise  to  la in»  h 
a  s ,n rn g  o ffe o s iye  aga tns l i h ,Id ,en  h a v in g  i h ild ren  P re lim inu ry  fio rfm gs 
ap |»  ai to  i ir s l i fy  Ih is  u n u su a l a p p ro a , ti m ,» e  s tm le o ts  .ne  rem m iin  i , 
rti.ir h iq h  si h o o l lo  f in is ti then  edm  a hon  ,e w e i p ie t, lia n i ies l ia y a  I»  e i 

dm  u m e o le tf
S in n e  o ,  , ,» •  i onsegueor es o f rs irfy p re goao , y fia ve  alrrsrdy I» • n n o ,e ri

¿[zganes.
Designers
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1314N.E. DEKUM
286 6479

"presenting"
Ja jie , The C url w ith  V e rsa tility !

Finally, ladies and gentlemen, you can now have you, cake and eat ■,. 
too Wha, do we mean? You can go bom curly to straight or from 
straight ,o curly wnhou, breakage' Yes. tha, right This is no, a 
$35.00 job, r,'s ,oo good Women, you can have bouncin’ and 
behavin’ hair, and, men, you can wear tha, whipped and waved style, 
even if you do have a curl, and remember, without breakage1 For 
more details, call Hair Elegance. 286 6479 Ask for either, Sabrina 
Anderson, owner/operator.

We also specialize in curls, relaxers, press and curls, color, cuts, 
luster silk press, weaving, braiding and more

defense less ch ild  w h o  is d o o m e d  lo  repeat its m othe r s or (o fte n  u n k n o w n ) 
la lh e r m is takes  I, is in, t in ib e n , u p o n  those  o , us w h o  trave lo  show  
tfio se  w h o  h aven  f trow  lo  t|e l I This is m os t del» a te  an ti m us t be 
id e m ,i le , I w ilt ,o u t  a superio r a tt itu d e  I Tins w ill l ie  d it f i i  t i l l  to i so n » 1 o t us 

W c '.fill . an a d o p t d ia l fie ld  house  slave a lt itu d e  I As one  yo u n g  m an  so 
- in . m i fly asked Ins t a s e w o ik e r. A re  yoo  g onna  g ive  m e m ore  o t tha t

» d i w o rke r Ir s or are you  g o n na  he lp  m e?'
Ft,ere are a „ u m b e l of n a lio n a l Blar k organizations , fia t a ie  d o in g  jus, 

d ia l N o ta tile  am o n g  d ie m  a ie  T he N a tio n .il (.'m in i il n l N e g ro  W o m e n  I he 
N a tio n a l C o a litio n  o f UK) BI.II k W o m e n  The M a n t i  o f (Junes I t ie  Ctnl 
. f ie li D efense fo n i ,  and I fie  Asst » i. it in n  o f I eat tues I tu  m o ie  in fo rm a  
fin n  on  flo w  to  co m b a t teenage  p regnarli y con ta . I any o f lire  m e n tio n e d  
i » gai i i/a lin n s

I "  a d d itio n  w o rk in g  th ro u g h  yom  o w n  i fu n i fi sor ial o i fra te rn a l o rg a n i 
/ a l . o i c  I a m  a g io i i , i w ith in  yo tri o w n  c o m m u n ity  d ia l mi o rp o ra te s  d ia l 
Whi. li lias  w o ik e d  e ls e w lie ie  and yo n i o w n  i o m m n m ty  s iin ig u e n e ss  W e 
m u s i o s ile  a g io u n d s w u ll m o u n t an ass.,o il u p o n  a sys tem  rhar has per 
P - i o , i l l ’ l l  per flaps d ie  , , ie a le s f th re a t to  d ie  tu to re  o t a ll Blar ks early preg 
"  V i l i i ld re n  tra v im i c h ild re n  II is a lso  t r id i al d ia l w e  em  o u ta g e  
yo u n g  peop le  to  s lay m si l in o l <» to  re tu rn  to  fin ish  an in te rru p te d  edm  a 
f in i i  II IS Im e  d ie  m o r i’ e du , a llo ,, a w o m a n  i tiilr t lia s  d ie  lower tier 
■ I • s o f d e liye o m , an n u t o l w erllm  k baby For d ie  t i i lu r e  n t our t ill 
d o  n  a m i  r h e  s f ie n g lt i  o l d ie  B lat k I.irm ly  w i ’ m ust reverse the d e n ti
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