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_________ Blacks Fighting Blacks !
The best th ing  tha t can happen to  Blacks in the remainder o f this decade 

is Blacks un iting  themselves to make better use o f the opportun ities ahead 
The years ahead are brigh t for Blacks and other m inorities in the state of 
O regon The tiny num ber o f Blacks in Oregon w ill once again have their 
course cham pioned by those w ho care The election o f G oldschm idt in to  
o ffice  as the governor o f the state o f O regon and Gladys M cCoy as the 
chair of M ultnom ah C ounty Commissioners w ill open another era fo r Blacks 
and other m inorities, especially the poor

It is high tim e for Blacks in po litics, business and other sectors to  begin a 
program  for s tatew ide solidarity to determ ine their ow n  course By being 
strong ly un ited they w ou ld  be more productive  and effective  There is m uch 
to  be lost when useful energies are spent in destructive  critic ism s If Blacks 
and other m inorities w ou ld  devote more tim e in lift in g  themselves and 
w ork ing  on their problem s, there w ou ld  be trem endous opportun ities lo r 
every one M y  observation .s tha t there seems to  be g row ing  evidence
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tha t Black people are hu rting  them selves severely; they are causing m ore 
harm  to  themselves added to  the problem s that the system has placed upon 
them

No m atter w hat m igh t have taken place in the  past, the com m un ity  
w ou ld  like to see Blacks renouncing their d ifferences and jo in ing hands 
together to begin a new era The tim e has com e again for them  to  lay dow n 
their d ifferences and pick up those areas that w ill enhance the progress o f 
the com m un ity  for constructive  statew ide solidarity U n ited we stand, but 
divided we m ust surely fall

G oldschm idt is ready to go He has no tim e to waste, and u ltim ate ly  no 
tim e for un im portant or insign ificant issues W e m ust be ready to  be part o f 
the "O regon com eback" in order to  build a strong state where Blacks. 
W hites, and others can live and w ork together The State of O regon has 
the reputation o f accom odating the poor, homeless, helpless and the weak 
in her ow n  ways For Blacks to  jo in the m ainstream  in th is adm in istra tion , 
we m ust begin by un iting  ourselves first W e m ust be concerned w ith  the 
business aspect of the society, as well as the po litica l and in ternationa l pro 
blerns a ffec ting  us The South A frican situa tion m ust con tinue to  be a sup 
rente concern in our hearts W e must also show  those concerns in our 
da ily lives

Blacks in Business
Black people in business should choose th is year to  take a lead in cham 

pion ing a better business understand ing am ong m inority  businesses Let 
thero be special ways and means conducive to  in tu itive  and inventive pur 
suits, as well as the testing o f those insights tha t m ay lead to  genuine leap 
throughs in to new fron tie rs such as. national and in ternationa l business 
ventures For example. A frica is an area yet undiscovered by Black busi­
nesses in Oregon Nigeria. Kenya and Oregon can create a triangular trade 
w h ich w ill benefit the three states especially in the areas of tourism , im port 
and export of agricu ltura l goods, industria l and m anagem ent o f m anpower 
Also, let there be spaces for scholarly business studies, sc ientific  research 
relating to  businesses am ong Black people The society has m oved rapidly 
in to  the academ ic and sc ientific  business w orld , and Blacks m ust be inte 
grated in to  the quality of the system  in order to w ork  w ith in  it Everyone 
w ou ld  love to see an in depth Business research group am ong m inority  
businesses There should be no m ore irrelevant program s that on ly have 
the ab ility to help us tem porarily  Let us discover innovative and tasteful 
ways to  com m unicate and learn business and m oney m atters There
should be a liv ing and w o rk ing  business com m un ity  w ith  character oriented 
backgrounds W hen we w ork in these ways we are about to see those 
deserted streets o f Northeast Portland com e back in fu ll business There is 
more room  to cooperate and rebuild Northeast Union and K ilhngsworth 
where m ost of the m inority  businesses are located However, when Blacks 
figh t Blacks there would be on ly destruction  and disaster left

I challenge One Hundred Black M inority  businesses to con tribu te  five 
thousand dollars each in to  a com m on fund w h ich  w ill create a pool of five 
hundred thousand dollars By the same token. I challenge the state govern 
merit to mate h the fund w ith  an equal am ount This plan w ou ld  help the Black 
business com m unity  in d ie  fo llow ing  w .iys ( l i l t  w ill aid the small businesses, 
(21 The fund w ill help to bu ild  a financial ins titu tion  IBank) exlusively for 
m inority  businesses (3) The fund  (ins titu tion ! w ill be solely responsible 
for lending and m on ito ring  the problem s arising from  bonding, insurance 
and credit procedures. I4 i The in s titu tion  w ill be responsible for an ongo ing 
academic si ientifi( and scho la ily  research for Blacks and other m inority  
businesses, and I5I The in s titu tion  w ill be a gu id ing father and w ill serve as 
.i p ro tecting  agent against fa iling businesses The program  cou ld also be 
integrated in to  the m etro area cultflAes and universities where there are 
facilities It is im portan t that bu 'nnfkses am ong m inorities share In con 
tr ibu ting  to the fund because they win t>e carefu l w ith  the m anagem ent of 
their ow n money

Blacks In Politics
It is w ith in  the fram e work o f th is artic le  to believe that every Black per 

son in au thority  m ust tiave worked very hard for the com m un ity  It is not 
w ith in  our power to think that one Black is Blacker than the other W ith in  
this context, every Black person in po litics w hether local or national has 
con tribu ted  im m ensely for this society It w ill be very wise to  support each 
ottie r in any opportun ities  we may find  ourselves Those active citizens, we 
call .n tiv is ts , shou ld  no t he ignored or neglected, fo r m ost o f the ir w orks

Portland Trailblazer Helps Church 
A ccentuate the Positive

W hen the Reverend Roy I Tate led his congregation  th rough  the streets 
of N orth  Portland in a church dedication m arch on Novem ber 23. 1986 
the po in t was to  announce the expansion o f the fo llow ing  com m un ity  ac 
tion program s Drug and alcohol counseling, free food  and clo thes distri 
button, etc It became new sw orthy when Reverend Tate had to  figh t 
M ayor Bud Clark th rou gh  the Portland C ity C ouncil to  w in  the righ t to  
m arch th rough  the streets o f the A lb ina com m un ity  w ith  po lice escorts 
HE W O N I

The Christ M em oria l Church led by Rev Tate continues to  develop in to 
a leading positive voice from  the A lb ina area in its proc lam ation against 
drugs, p ro s titu tion  and other negative behavior

To be sure, the church is now  announcing a M en 's Day Program design 
ed to  prom ote  Positive Role M odels For The Y o u th " fea tu ring  Portland 
Trailblazer Steve Johnson as the keynote speaker The program  w ill be 
on February 22, 1987 beginning at 1130  a m  at the Christ M em orial 
Church, 1552 N orth  K ilhngsworth

are thankless It w ill be w oe fu l for po litic ians to  d iscredit A ctiv is ts  or Act» 
iv ists to  d iscredit po litic ians Every com m un ity  service deserves encourage«' 
m ent The rest o f th is decade w ill be productive on ly when the leaders o f 
the B liick com m un ity  jo in  hands to  work together and support each other 
W e w ill have no th ing  to  lose in w ork ing  together and educating the young 
ones On the other hand, we could possibly fo rfe it the benefit o f the new 
era. w hen w e con fuse the socie ty and m isplace our p rio rities , on w h om  to 
trust and support as our leaders It is not necessary to  b low  out the flicker 
mg candle ligh t o f others ideas so tha t our ow n light is seen to  shine bngh 
ter Instead, w e should shield and pro tect the ligh t o f all for every little  
ligh t, even a spark, can becom e a divine flam e W e have hardly scratched 
the surface o f our un lim ited po tentia l M any o f us surely can add still more 
creative ideas M ore w ill be needed as we involve ourselves more deeply 
w ith  the w ork o f help ing other Blacks

Finally, I w ou ld  not fail to call on the a tten tion  of Black leaders to place 
more emphasis on the fo llow ing  m atters 111 The Black S tudies Departm ent 
at Portland S tate University. (2) M inority  Business Enterprises in the Black 
com m unity , (3 l M ore Black involvem ent in po litics, and the potentia l for 
developing an in te rna tiona l trade between A frica  and Oregon

O ur m a jo r  p ro b le m  is e c o n o m ic s  an d  w e  have  to  fa c e  it  by m a k in g  
p a in fu l s a c r if ic e s , a n d  by b ro th e r ly  ca re
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