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lack Studies Minor Request Denied by PSU Faculty Senate
by Jetry Gam «

A plan by the Black Studies Departm ent at PSU to  o ffe r a m inor in Black 
Studies has been reiected by the University ■■ Faculty Senate Dr Darrell 
M illner. head o f the Black S tudies Departm ent, has requested that the 
Faculty Senate consider his request seeking approval for his departm ent to 
issue a m inor The Faculty Senate rejected the m inor proposal on the re 
com m endation  o f the U n ivers ity 's  curricu lum  com m ittee

Besides denying a m inor approval for Black Studies, the Faculty Senate 
also turned dow n m inors requests for W om en Studies. Linguistics, Profes 
sional W ritin g  Dance and Urban Studies and Planning The com m ittee 
recom m ended m inors approval in A n th ropo logy. B io logy. Chem istry. Eco 
nom ics. English, Foreign Languages and Literature G eography. Geology 
In ternational Studies, Philosophy. Physics. Political Science. Sociology, 
and Speech C om m unication

In a m em o to  the University Faculty Senate dated January 22. the com  
m ittee recom m ended tha t the Senate deny Black S tudies and the other 
departm ents m inors The curricu lum  com m ittee  said the departm ents were 
denied m inors approval because "Certificate program s were considered to 
be so close to  being a m inor themselves that there was no need to  have a 
m inor w ith in  such program s

The Faculty Senate s decision denying Black Studies as a m inor was a 
m istake accord ing to Dr Millner A pproving a m inor for Black Studies 
would a llow  the departm ent to  con tinue its evo lu tion in to  a con tribu ting  
partner in the  U n ivers ity  com m u n ity  and encourage the  con tinued  g ro w th  
of in te rdepartm enta l and in terd iscip linary cooperative support It w ou ld  
provide an op tion  and o p po rtu n ity  to PSU students o f all colors, back 
grounds and discip linary interests to  expand their in terracia l know ledge and 
in te ra c tio n ."  said Dr M illner

Dr M illner said gran ting  the Black Studies departm ent a m inor could 
have been im plem ented w ith o u t any additional cost to  the University or 
the s tudents  He is also critica l o f the m ethod by w h ich  the Faculty Senate 
denied Black Studies a m inor M illner said he wasn I given a chance to 
discuss the  m erits o f the Black Studies proposal before a Faculty Senate 
m eeting held Feb 9 " I  le ft feeling very bitter about the arb itrary way that 
both the Senate and its subcom m ittee  on curricu lum  have responded to the 
Black S tudies departm ent proposal

In another m em o to  Roderic D iman, Chair o f the Faculty Senate, dated 
Feb 10, M illner voiced his d isappointm ent regarding the Senate s actions

As chairperson o f the Senate, it is your responsib ility  to assure that fair 
equitab le , and non d isc rim ina to ry  trea tm ent is available to  .ill sem ents of 
the U niversity. Black Studies included It is very clear that the irregularities 
d irected at our proposal vio late those princip les o f treatm ent

M illner said he was given assurances by Diman and former curricu lum  
com m ittee  chair. Barbara Sestak, tha t he w ou ld  have an oppo rtun ity  to 
discuss the m inor proposal at the Feb 9 m eeting Furtherm ore Millner 
said he was puzzled as to the reasons the proposals fo r the Linguistics and 
Professional W riting  m inors, w h ich  the Senate said were in the same cate 
gory as Black Studies, were allow ed to be discussed at the Senate m eeting

M illner has voiced his concerns to PSU s President S icuro regarding the 
actions o f bo th  the Faculty Senate and the curricu lum  sub i om m ittee  Ho

Dr D a rre ll M il ln e r  head  o f B la c k  S tu d ie s  D e p a rtm e n t a t PSU accu  
sod F a c u lty  S e n a te  o f ir re g u la r it ie s  in h a n d lin g  m in o r  p ro p o s a l re 
d u f is f P h o to  by R ic h a rd  J B ro w n

said this is a Feb 10 m em o to  S icuro As I understand it, the Faculty Se 
nate is a de liberature body tha t makes recom m endations on curricu lum  and 
Other po licy m atters to you for fina l de< iston Due to the arb itrary and dis 
crim inatory manner in w h ich  the Black Studies proposal for a minor has 
been treated by the Senate and its curricu lum  sub com m ittee . I request that 
you suspend any fu ttie r ac tion  on m inor recom m endations fo rth co m in g  
until such tim e as an investiga tion  o f the irregularities described in the at

tached m em o can be clarified and rectified  M illner to ld  S icuro tha t con 
tiriua tion  to  process the m inors o f o ther departm ents and a llow  them  to  
become a part o f the next cata logue copy, w h ile  the Black S tudies proposal 
is being held hostage, "w ill do irreparable harm  to  the D epartm ent's  ab ility  
to  a ttract and serve students "

M illner said in January he requested a m eeting w ith  S icuro, Executive 
Vice President M argaret Dobson and Dean Paudler, College o f Liberal 
A rts and Sciences to  discuss the m inor proposal He said he was to ld  by 
Dobson tha t S icuro preferred not to be d irec tly  involved in the  Faculty Se 
nate M illner recalls tha t the to ld  S icuro in a Feb 10 m em o that under not 
mal c ircum stances such a stance is preferable "  U n fo rtuna te ly , th is  situa 
tion  has becom e abnorm al due to  the special negative trea tm ent and irre 
gular procedures tha t have been d irected at the Black S tud ies proposal I 
do not believe it s in the best interests o f the U n iversity to  a llow  such a m is 
carriage.of process to  occur in such a sensitive area "

M illner was to ld  by S icuro through Dean Paudler tha t his request w o u ld  
be handled th rough  norm al channels In response to  S ic u ro s  sta tem ents, 
M illner said in the Feb 10 m em o to S icuro, It is m y belief tha t Black S tu 
dirrs at PSU has m ore than a 'norm al role as far as academ ic departm ents  
are concerned It has a special relationship to  external com m u n ity  re la tions 
that do not apply to m ore trad itional un its '

M illner believes a m inor in Black Studies w ou ld  enhance the needs o f 
bo th  Black and w h ite  students at the Un iversity and help ease racial ten 
sions W e are fundam enta lly  interested in he lp ing to  solve the racial pro 
b lem s tha t have p lagued the country for too  long These larger p rob lem s 
w ill not be solved w ith  an exclusive focus on m aking Black students be tte r 
able to  survive the po ten tia l damages of racism

H U D  Celebrates Black History M onth
Secre tary Sam uel R Pierce. J r., today announced ac tiv ities  sponsored 

by the  D epartm ent o f Housing and Urban Developm ent to celebrate Black 
H istory M on th

Hus year them e The A tro  Am erican and The C onstitu tion  Colonia l 
Times To The Present procla im s the historical con tribu tion  that Black 
Am ericans have made to  our great n a tio n ." Secretary Pierce said

Black H istory M on th  activities w ill kick o ft February 3 am) con tinue  
th rough  I ebruary 27

This year, Am ericans w ill be celebrating the 200tfi anniversary o f our 
con s titu tion  In con ju nc tion  w ith  this special i e lebration, HUD w ill tie focu 
sing its activ ities on the im pact o l th is m onum ental docum ent in the areas 
o f (lousing, educa tion , em ploym ent and fam ily ." the HUD Secretary 
added

Secretary Pierce encourages HUD employees to  take part in th is m on th 's  
events w h ich  w ill inc lude au thorita tive  speakers, forum s and panel discus 
sions on the C o ns titu tio n  in education, em ploym ent and housing; the Con 
s titu tion  and the Family the C onstitu tion  and drug testing in the work 
jil. ii e, a free concert; and a play on Black Am erica jie rfo rm ed tiy  the She 
jilie rd  E lem entary School. W ashington. D C
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Never pay for a water heater again.

Sign up for the 
Hassle-Free Guarantee "
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Cleeed tun. A Men. OPIN Tu m . thru lat. 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

Stxiner or later, your water 
healer is going to need io he replaced. 
Anti buying a new one can be expen­
sive. But now you can protect yourself 
from this unexpected expense by sign­
ing up for Pacific Power s new I lassle- 
I i  ee ( iuarantee.*

The 1 lassle-l ree ( iuarantee 
gives you. as a Pacific Power Cus­
tomer. up to $200 back on the cost o f 
a new electric water heater. So you 
never have to pay for a water heater 
again.

You can sign up for the program 
no matter how old your current water 
heater is. ( )r w het her it's gas or electric. 
Am i this lifetime water heater protec­
tion costs just X5C a month.

1 or details on the Hassle-Free 
( iuarantee. read the information you 
received in the mail in the envelope 
with the blue key. Id sign up.jus, com­
plete the enclosed enrollment form.

Nat ion wide, over K.25< ).(M M) 
water heaters had to be replaced las, 
year.

So sign up soon. Because you 
never know if  your water heater w ill 
be the next to go.

•Hassle I icc ( (u.ii.inlee is im b  a \ .niable ,« » P .n ilk  P»»wc» « usi»»men

PACIFIC POW ER
Adding quality to vont U je.
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