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THE ENTERTAINMENT SEEN
/ * INative Son", The Movie: A Social 

Protest Statement or Just Another 
Night at the Movies?

A c t  O n e
K e t ' e v i  n o t  oc.

j *

by Kamau Andnrsnn

In 1940, R ichard W righ t published the novel "N a tive  S o n ”  as a literary 
pro test o( the social p ligh t o f young Black males in Am erica Now . in 1987 
we have a m ovie based on that novel tha t m ost o f Am erica is w a tch ing 
m ainly for |ust another n ight at the m ovies The conditions in the life o f the 
young Black male that m otiva ted W righ t to w rite  (tie novel fo rty  seven 
years ago. has no t im proved, and. in fact, has go tten  worse and is approa 
Ching genocida l p roportions
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ABOUT TOWN
B o e G  » ...........................................................................5700 N E U n io n . 281 1176

Fri Sat.. Norm an Sylvestar
B ra sse rie  M o n tm a r te  .........  626 S W  P a rk . 224 5662

Fn S at., Dennis Springer Q uartet
S |  39 th  b  H o lg a te  771 0742

Fn Sat , Mel B row n Q uintet W / Bud Shank
K ey L a rg o  31 N W  le t .  223 9919

Fn sat . Calvin W alker Sun , R itm o Tropical
Last H u rra h  555 S W  A ld e r  . 224 1336

Ih u rs  Dan Reed N etw ork, Fn Sat , Cool R
O C a lla h a n  s. 11650 S W  C a n y o n . 626 2223

M on . Dan Rired N etw ork
R" m o  ’•  1425 N W  G lisa n . 221 1150

Fn Sat Bigg Bangg Band; Sun . Ron Steen 
S a l,V s fo o t  o f  S E M a r io n . 239 8900

Fn S at.. Don Latarski Band
0309 S W  M o n tg o m e ry .  220 1865 

Sun , Cool 'R
8 N W  6 th . 227 0071

Sat , The Neville Bros.
309 S W  3rd . 222 9180

T liu ts  Sat Ron Steen Band
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Claude Brow n, w ho w ro te  about inner c ity  life for Black males iri his 

classic novel M anchild  in the Promised Land" 119651 recently made the 
fo llow ing  statem ent about the present situa tion for Black youths It was 
d ifficu lt for me and m y generation N ow  it is im possib le "  W hy w ou ld  
B rown make such a sta tem ent today about Bla< k youth? W hat was tt e real 
message of the m ovie, "N a tiv e  S on"?  W ell, about 50% . th a t's  one half 
o f (lie  prison po pu la tio n  in th is  cou n try  are Black males w h ile  the same 
g roup  is on ly 6%  o , A m erica 's  popu la tion , ttie  leading cause o f death 
am ong Black men is m urde i, m ore ttian  40% of Black teenagers are on 
em ployed, some 20%  o f Black youths w il l  dro i o u t-o f high school and 
m ore than 55% o, the next generation o, Black m a le s  are be ing raised, not 
in a tw o  parent household, but by Black wom en If th is trend continues 
by 1990, approxim ately 70% o f Black male America w ill either be in prison 
or tie psychologically m edicated on some form  o f drugs, or have d e d  a 
vio lent death

I am~not a m ovie critic  (there 's too  many o f them  in tfi. unem ploym ent 
lines), so I ’m  no t go ing to tell you how  good or tiad the  c inem atography 
was or what scenes were le ft out of the m ovie that w e re  in the book li 
m ost cases when there is a m ovie adaptation of a novel, all of the scenes 
in the book usually don 't make it on to  film  and Native S o n " is no exr >»p 
lion  W hat I hope w ou ld  lie  understood from  the move» is the message that 
R ichard W rig h t a ttem p te d  to  com m une ate to A inem  a abou t the m enta l 
and physical destruction  of the Black male, rnaily by forces in society d ia l 
seemed beyond his con tro l W righ t states in the in trodu t lio n  to  (lie  novel 
that Bigger Thomas is a p roduct of Am erica From the first tim e the Black 

male set foo t in Am erica as a slave to the present his very essence has been 
under attack from  the powers Dial define the Am erican rea lity If the Black 
male consc ious ly  realizes the social con d itions  o f his peop le and asserted 
his manhood (i e , Nat Turner M alcolm  X. Merfgar Evers. M artin  Luther 
King and countless others! to  im prove Die qua lity  of life for them , fie w ou ld  
tie  qu ickly checked or elim inated A subtle part of Bigger Thomas person 
ality re flected tins ly |ie  of < onsciousness. but it laid dorm ant wading for 
the righ t stim uli to  awaken it Biggei clearly knew the root cause of his 
(the Black male) dilem m a, but was confused as to  how to  solve it In his 
genetic m em ory, lie  knew Diat fie was suppose to be figh ting  som eth ing 
or som ebody to break Die chains of poverty, cha ia t te i degradation and 
hum ilia tion  So lie  lashed out against those w ho were trapped in Die same 
environm ent tha t he was. his fam ily, friends .m il other Black males

Richard W righ t used the horrib le crimes o f B ig g e r Thomas to develop Ins 
Dteme and dram atize the p ligh t of Black men i aught up in a sense of hope 
lessness

As I was leaving the m ovie house, several ■ om m ents were overheard 
about how  vic ious and ruthless Rigger was in k illing and d isposing o f ttie  
w h ite  g irl I w o u ld  im agine Dial if Die s. one of Biggi sm,•stung (ns girl 
friend 's  head in as she slept and dum ping her dow n an air shaft was left in 
the m ovie. W righ t w ou ld  not have had a tm rki hop s chant e in a lion s den 
o f g e ttin g  his cen tra l them e across A dm itte d ly , the story o f the Black 
you th  in Am erica cou ld  have boen to ld  in a m ine  p . ila ra t i le  fashion, tint 
W righ t is a w rite r and he used ttie  novel as the m edium  Io tell his s to iy

Today, there are far m ore Bigger Thomas ttian  in 194(1 They are pro les 
ting  and rebelling in the on ly unfocused manner tha t they know  how  If we. 
as Black people, and the rest o f America d o n 't listen and understand ttie 
pro test s ta tem ents  tha t th is  very po w erfu l hum an resoun e is m aking it 's  
go ing to  be a long in term ission for w hat was though t to he just another 
n igh t at the m ovies

S h a n g h a i Lo un ge

S ta rry  N iq h t

T h ird  A v e  C lu b

W o rd  o f th e  W eek M a tr ia rc h  a w o m a n  w h o  ru le s  a fa m ily  g ro u p , 
o r c lan .

C o lo r o f th e  W eek C a m e l B ro w n

T tie  N e v ille  B ros  b r in g  th e ir  o n e  o f a k in d  m ix tu re  o f b lu e s , reggae 

an d  ro c k  to  th e  s ta g e  a t The S ta rry  N ig h t o n  S a t . Feb 21

Women s Day Celebration
Portland annual celebration o f International W om en ’s Day w ill t.ike 

pi.h e D v .  y e ,h  on M arch 7 it the N orthw est Service Center from  10 a rn to 
5 (i m All peopl • are invited to  a ttend and partic ipate in th is celebration of 
wom en and then accom plishm ents This event w ill have a strong m ulti 
cu ltu ia l in ternational flavor to it as it is indeed a celebration o f  all wom en

During D ie  day, there w ill be many a< tiv ities from  w h ich  to  choose films, 
art exhib its, poetry readings, folk singing, dance perform ances, live music, 
dram atii presentations ethnu food  booths, arts and crafts sales tables, 
and organizational in fo rm ation  ta llies that w ill tie opera ting  th roughou t the 
day A t noon there w ill be a po litica l forum , speaking to  the issue of 
W om en and Sot la l Change

T ic k e ts  are based  on a s lid in g  sca le  o f $7. $8 $9 C h ild re n  12 and 
un de r a re  fre e  For in fo rm a t io n ,  c o n ta c t  Tess W is e h e a rt 236 2451

Red Cross First A id  Class 
Scheduled

Risi Cross w ill sponsor a M ulti 
media First A id  class at Emanuel 
Hospital. 2801 N Gantenbein, on 
Saturday F e lin i.try 28 from  8 30 
a m to  4 30 | i m

Partic ipants w ill earn Red Cross 
certifii a tion  upon com ple tion  o f the 
class

*******************************************************£

FLEETWOOD
N.W. 24th at VAUGHN • 222-4087

Dining • Dancing • Banquet
Dining Room Open All Night 

Supper Club Style
Dance to the latest and best Funk Music and Videos 

on one of Portland's largest dance floors

Wednesday Night
is Ladies Night

Foxy Ladies Contest
enter and win $100 cash 

Winner qualifies for $500 grand prize
Fleetwood Foxy Lady 1987

Live Music Thursdays

featuring Portland's best 
live acts and video music

everyThursday Night

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦  Bring th is ad <>nd receive 2 for 1 on all menu item s at anytim e **ft*ftt****tt£
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THIRD ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

JAZZY FM 9 9 1

¿Mi-lP
M’ I<|| K« 9i I,f 4Ben sidran Trio

A N DErnestine Anderson
with Thk Ron sm:\Qi \btkt

8 0 0  P M  SATURDAY. MARCH 7 
NEIGHBORS O f WOODCRAFT BALLROOM  

S W  14th AN D  MORRISON

T IC K E T S
RESERVED J 13 00. f  12 0 0  GENERAL ADMISSION H O  00  

G I l o t  s. K A N  MACHINE GALLERIA. MUSIC MILLENIUM

REFRESHMENTS BY ¡AZ2 QUARRY

MT MOOD C O M M U NITY COLLEGE. DR PAUL KREIDER. PRESIDENT

CLUB ZODIAC
PRESENTS

GOOD PEOPLE • GOOD MUSIC • GOOD FOOD 
AND GOODTIMES

featuring

TRADITIONAL BLACK AMERICAN SOUL FOOD
Open Tues. - Sun.

Wed. is Ladies Night
Thurs. is Fun Night 

Fri. & Sat. After Hours 'til 4:00 AM 
Sun. is Oldies Night 

.................... Join U s ....................

309 W. Burnside
Club Available For Private Parties. Community Groupe. Banquete, etc 

call 227 5248 for information
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