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3abin New Approach Motivate Students

P h o to  by R ic h a rd  J B ro w n
(L R) A  C W ill ia m s . J im m y  W a lk e r and  B a rn e tt  J e n k in s

gress assessment system.
Targeted ins truc tion  and support focused on student academic and 

a ltitud ina l needs and abilities.
* Journals
Shamsud Dm said Dan S tanton, a teacher at Sabin, designed the pro 

gram Dan decided that students cou ld becom e m otiva ted by studying 
th ings that interest them. and. know ing that all kids cou ld benefit from  it. 
he developed the pilo t program  ' She also cred ited Ron Herndon, co 
Chairman o f the Black United Front, for the program  s im plem entation. 
Shamsud Dm said Herndon approached Portland School Superintendent 
M atthew  W  Prophet, and other educator«, about do ing som eth ing about 
Black male students because their self esteem was low

Shamsad Dm said she has seen the value o f the program  already in the 
progress of some o f the students

The program  is designer) lo r fou rth  and fifth  graders "W e  m ust re 
. ognize kids w ith  bad learning halm s tie fore they enter m iddle school, be 
fore they are to ta lly lost, Shamsud Dm said She said this is the reason 
students are paired w ith  m entors to help them  th ink about those things, 
to help m otiva te them  and expose them  to other th ings in the com m unity

Shamsud Dm said the protect is a pull out program  where students are 
m class a m in im um  of tfiree flours a week and on M ondays and Fridays 
they re in exp loration tim e The pilot program  has been recognized for 
Us e ffo rt and com m itm ent to  educational excellence

The National Alliance of Black School Educators of O regon is looking at 
the protect as a dem onstra tion m odel for the nation m educating children 
Sham sud dm said next year the program  w ill tie expanded She said Dr 
F rophet supports the program  and w ill become a m entor m the project

by Jerry Garner

In an e ffo rt to m otiva te students in hopes o f increasing their achievement 
levels the Portland School D istrict has im plem ented a p ilot program  at 
Sabin Elementary School The program  is called the Sabin Dem onstration 
School Protect The protect seeks to answer the critica l question How 
can we m otiva te and support these students w ith  un ique needs and abilities 
from  diverse cultura l backgrounds and close the achievem ent gap that 
threatens the fu tu re  o f many individual children and our society as a 
whole? said Lurlene Shamsud Din, program  coord inator

Shamsud Din said the program  is a self -s teem . m otiva tiona l program  
that tries to increase their achievem ent level She said there are 30 students 
in the program , tw o  th irds are m inority  students and one th ird  are other 
ethnic groups

Two th irds o, the students are achieving be low  grade level and one third 
are above grade level One of the reasons why we have it m u . is so stu

dents w ho are in this program  wort t be perceived by people and by stu 
dents as non learners

One unique feature o f the program  is that students have im put as to w ho 
w ill be in the program  along w ith  teat hers The program  allows students 
w ith  unique needs and abilities to link their edm .itional experience to a 
strong sense of w ho they are anti what they ta n  do as they relate to others 
in si bool and w ith in  then fam ilies as well as the greater com m un ity  Stu 
dents in the program  are linked to a member of ttie  t om m um ty

Key elem ents of the program  are
•  M e n to rs  m o d e ls  a n d  ( la re n ls  M  Supporters ol 

ability to  learn
• A ' ¡•am Plat h reased respon

sib ility  for se tting  and a tta in ing learning and  beh ivior goals
•  Com puter adaptive testing An u novative , on tinuous student pro
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