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Early Semesters:
More Than A Schedule Change

by W illiam  E Davis
I W.lliam E Davit it  Cbarxettor of Iba Oregon Stale System of Htgltar 
Education |

W e've heard a lot in recent years about "zero based 
budgeting "  It is supposed to  be better because it 
creates a budget from  the ground up, rather than mere 
ly taking last year's budget and adding to  it

In Oregon, we w ill be adapting that idea to rebuilding 
the courses and curricu lum  o f seven o f our state 
supported, four year colleges and universities

This w ill be a sign ificant adder! benefit to a recent 
decision o f the Oregon State Board of Higher Education 
to  move its academic calendar from  quarters to  semes 
ters

In revising the calendar, and in reducing the num ber 
o f courses by at least a th ird , every professor, every 
departm ent and every campus w ill take a thorough 
look at w hat they are teaching and why

It w ill tie the first tim e this has been done, statew ide, 
in the 55 year h istory o f the Oregon State System of 
Higher Education

The sw itch  to  the so called early semester system 
is sign ificant for other reasons, as well It w ill im prove 
the quality of education that our sons and daughters 
receive

Under the new system, beginning fall 1990. first 
semester classes w ill begin around Labor D.iy and con 
elude in m id December The second semester will 
Iregm in m id January and run until m id May I W ith  the 
existing calendar, classes begin in late September and 
end in m id June )

The benefits to students both educational and 
financia l are num erous

Consider:
•  Quality o f instruction  w ill be strengthened tiecause 

students w ill be exposed to  courses longer 15 weeks 
instead o f on ly ,0  weeks This means students, having 
m ore tim e for library research and w riting  protects, 
w ill learn in greater depth

•  S tudents w ill benefit from  added instructional time 
resulting from  the e lim ination of one cycle of class re 
gistra tions. one "dead week and one final exam week

• Campus adm in istra tive costs w ill be reduced be 
cause one reg istration cycle w ill be elim inated

Point and Counterpoint
by Betty Harris Garner

• Because students w ill enroll for tw o  semesters 
rather than three terms, they w ill buy books on ly tw ice  
a year instead o , three tim es I M ost college textbooks 
now  are w ritten  for semester long classes, so students
in quarter classes typica lly are assigned on ly part o f the 
book )

• S tudents, by fin ishing classes in m id May instead 
o f m id June, w ill have a bette r chance o f find ing sum 
mer jobs

•  Faculty members w ho  now  have as little  as a week 
to prepare between terms, w ill have m ore tim e to plan 
and revise their courses

•  O regon schools who*......... n o w  I i ir i l i i im s
w ith  on ly a quarter o f the na tion 's  colleges and univer 
sities, w ill ,oin 54 percent of higher education institu  
lions enrolling 65 percent o f U S students using the 
early semester system

The revised calendar w ill a ffec t O regon State Uni 
versity, Portland State University, the University o f 
Oregon, the three regional colleges in Ashland. La 
Grande and M onm ou th , and Oregon Institu te  o f Tet h 
no logy in K lamath Falls, the on ly unaffected program s 
w ill be those at Portland s Oregon Health Sciences 
U n ivers ity  tt i. it  opera te on a year round schedule and 
the UO law school, w h ich  adopted early semesters in 
1972

In m aking the transition, we w ill w ork closely w ith  
facu lty  m em bers and students on the campuses as well 
as w ith  other interested groups statew ide

A number o f Oregon com m unity  college presidents 
have to ld  us they also favor the early semester system 
W e w ill work not on ly w ith  them, but also w ith  public 
school o ffic ia ls  to  ensure that the change is as orderly 
as possible

Even as we alter the academic calendar we w ill con 
tinue to  be sensitive to the needs o, students w ho w ill 
benefit from  taking some c ourses o f shorter length

For students, for taxpayers, and for quality educa 
tion, the early semester system  w ill deliver benefits far 
beyond merely revising the academic c alendar

EDITORIAL/COMMENTARY

Racism in "Amerika"
By M ichael S im m ons, C oord inator 
East W est Program

It is clear from  the beginning that A m enka" is anti 
com m unist ABC T V s  new m in i series takes the com  
p len ties  o f East W est relations and reduces them to  the
sim plicities o f a shoot em up western "A m e n k a " is 
u ltim ate ly an ad for m ore nuclear arms and fore ign inter 
vention

But if the anti Com m unism  and anti Sovietism  are 
clum sily overt, the racism o f Am enka is m ore subtle

and d isturb ing
W hile there are some ob liga tory Black characters, 

none o f them  play ma|or roles In some crow d  scenes, 
there appear to  be no people o f color at all No Third 
W orld  wom an appears in the m in i series W hat hap 
pened to  the rich d iversity o f peoples and cultu res in 
our country? Perhaps only w h ite  people stayed on to 
m ourn tfie  fall of dem ocracy?

The m ost deeply racist overtones appear in the depic 
hon of the occupation forces, however Instead of 
using tier ow n boys M other Russia relies on surrogates 
for the d irty  work of occupy ing and repressing the Uni 
ter) States, no tab ly A fricans. Asians and Hispanics 
These troops make up the United Nations Special 
Service U nits w h ich  enforce the occupa tion  under 
Soviet d irection

The viewer presum ably is to assume that these troops 
c om e from  Angola, V ie tnam  Cuba Nk aragua and 
other Soviet '< lien, states The im plica tion is that 
these nations possess no autonom y and w ill |um p at 
Soviet com m ands This fits  w ith  the Reagan doctrine  
that Third W orld  countries w h ich oppose U S po licy 
are sim ply pawns of the  Soviet Union (The obvious 
solution is aid to bogus freedom  figh ters in Nn ara 
qua Angola and Kam puchea I

In Am enka the  Russians are bad. but they' e bad 
in a c ivilized' way The occupa tion  arm y, on  the other 
hand, shows no evidence o f m ora lity  at all In one 
scene m the scrip t the (w h ite ) sister o f the hero des 
cubes being raped tiy  several occupa tion  soldiers 
Blac k Asian and Hispanic Am enka re inforces the 
com m on stereotype ttia t w h ite  wom en are in constant 
(fancier ot r.ipe tiy Third W orld  men

A nother tru ly lud icrous aspec t of the story is that the 
army of occupa tion  is a U n ited Nations force wearing

the U N insignia on its un iform s This po litica l assault 
on the United Nations is surely no accident It is Stan 
dard fare from  the far Right to  characterize the United 
Nations as a Soviet dom inated collection o f insign ifi 
cant Third W orld  Nations out to get the United 
States and other good, w h ite  countries

Now  Am enka im plies that the United Nations is 
actually a fifth  co lum n w a iting  to  do the bidd ing of 
the Soviet Union in destroying the United S tates' This 
characterization o f the United Nations is not sim ply 
anti in te rnationa list, it is also racist

W ith  A frican Asian and Hispanic occupation troops 
repressing the good Am ericans, raping and attack ing in 
(black! tanks and helicopters, the United States is de 
picted as a last bastion o f dem ocracy and. im p lic itly  
o f good, clean w h ite  values The occupying forces 
becom e a m etaphor for the waves o t poor. Third W orld  
im m igrants w ho com e to  the United States and "threat 
e n " the American m iddle class The non w h ite  races 
w h ich , in the racist . view becom e com m unists and 
m ultip ly  outside o f Am erica s borders, now collaborate 
w ith  the Soviets in order to revenge themselves on 
Am erica wealth and exclusive im m igration policies

H itting  our screens in a po litica l atm osphere typ ified  
by cuts in program s for the poor enorm ous increases 
in arms and m ilitary budgets, and the destabilization of 
governm ents in Angola and Nicaragua. A m enka" ad 
vances the ideological agenda o f the far Right Of 
course it does so in a sugar coated form , ABC insists 
this is Jus, en te rta inm en t.

All of th is comes at a tim e when racist violence (such 
as that in Howard Beach and southwest Philadelphia! 
and rat ist param ilitary organizations are grow ing w ith in  
the U n ited States Am enka' neatly feeds this dom e 
Stic racism

At the same tim e, it also lends respectability to a 
w orld  view w hich suggests that indigenous challenges 
to U S foreign polic ies in the Third W orld  are all in 
spired and directed by M oscow  and hence are illegi 
tim ate

Am enka s vision o f both America and the w orld  
is thus fata lly flawed and deeply racist It is not "enter 
tam ing

Local com m un ity  worker and educator. Betty Garner, 
w rites a new co lum n for Portland Observer readers 
The co lum n is to  en lighten the com m unity  on various 
people, events, and opportun ities that affect our c ity 
This particular co lum n is devoted to  the

“ SAY NO TO DRUGS”
Community Campaign

Local com m un ity  residents and S I.H  N A (Sabin 
Irv ing ton Heights Neighborhood Association) are |oin 
mg hands on February 14, ,987 to  "S A Y  NO TO 
D R U G S " by ho ld ing a Lipsing event This event is 
spearheaded by A nnette  Petett For m ore in fo rm ation 
a tiou t tim e and place for this event, call 287 9825

Our com m un ity , w ith in  the last five years, has been 
faced w ith  a dangerous in fluc tua tion  o f undesirable 
habits These habits have bean handed dow n to our 
you th  w ho  w ill becom e the fu ture  of tom orrow  Our 
c ity , Portland, is now  faced w ith  a drug problem  that 
has ventured in to  our ne ighborhoods and in to  our 
schools It has com e closet and closet to  e lim inating 
the good fam ily background that Oregon was once 
know n for

Young adults have m igrated to  our C ity from  Cali 
form a and have in fected our youth w ith  chocolate 
dreams, weapons, and general m isconduct Our police 
are aware of the s itua tion , and they are do ing the best 
they can to  stay on top  o f the situation It is a tremen 
dous shock!

It is tim e that we all |Oin hands and say "N O " Drugs 
and irreputable behavior m ust go . If you know  of 
anyone w ho  is abusing them selves a n d /o r a ttem p ting  
to  get someone involved illegally, it is your duty as a 
citizen to get involved D on't wait un til it hits your 
hom e Protect our c ity  and you th  Call you local autho 
nties im m ediate ly!

How  did Annette Petett get involved w ith the 
local version of a M otow n Lipsing Review? It's 
my understanding that she is coordinating the 
event.

Support Our Advertisers!
Say you saw it in the

Portland Observer!

A nnette  stated that she h.is always been involved 
w ith  p rom oting  the com m un ity  My first adverture 
was the found ing o f the "R ose City Connection from  
w h ich  I resigned in October 1985 I started ge tting  
involved w ith  m y local ne ighborhood group 
IS  I.H  N A ) .  I (eel that the issues of drugs, educ a lion  
etc . was m ore im portan t This is where I c an prepare 
our you th  for scholarship program s

I u n d e rs ta n d  th a t th e  M o to w n  L ip s in g  e ve n t 
s c h e d u le d  fo r  F eb ru a ry  14 1987 is b e in g  h o s te d  by 
tw o  M  C s. on e  o f w h ic h  is P a tsy  B a ine  A n d re w s  
Can yo u  te ll m e  w h e th e r  o r n o t she is a p ro fe s  
s io n a l m o d e l an d  does  she have  her o w n  ag en cy?

Patsy A ndrew  Baines is a professional m odel In an 
in terv iew  w ith  Patsy, she to ld  me the fo llow ing  I 
started out m odeling as a child at Lipman b  W olfe  Co 
in Portland, O regon This was th rough  Gloria LaVonne 
M odeling Agency From there I went to John Robert 
Powers for a m ore professional experience and w on 
various national and in ternationa l titles Yes. I do have 
a m odeling com pany It's  caller) "T  Bone Produc 
t io n s ."  You can con tact Patsy through John Robert 
Powers Agency

M a rv in  M im s  an d  Lo yce  T im  are tw o  c o n te s  
ta n ts  in  th e  L ip s in g  R e v ie w  H o w  d id  th e y  each  
g e t s ta rte d ?

Loyce Tim, orig inally from  Florida, w ill be im ita ting 
Aretha Franklin She began her Lipsinging stardom  at 
Geneva's. form erly a n igh tc lub  in Northeast Portland 
M arvin M im s is go ing to portray M idn ight Star M im s 
like Ms Tim 's, wants to  be a singer "T he  rave is Lip 
sing I love to sing, so I decided to  do w hat ever there 
is a demand for M arvin is 21 years o f age, so let s 
look for him  in the near fu ture  Good luck to bo th  of 
you '
Next wnak Community Ix a ilr ii oui rtMdxrx are wnti In write 

in with a question Mabe sure you send a sxlt addressed stamped 
onyelo(>e should you wish a confidential ie|«ly

E conom ic  L ib e rty
by B arry  n s,eci. and the  C o n s titu t io n

In a 1905 dei ision ILochnet v New York) the U S
Supreme Court invalid,Heel a New York law th .it im 
posed a m axim um  ,0  hour w orkday for workers in ba

.« kenes and confer tionanes The c ourt m a,ority asser 
ted that the law im properly invoked the state s po lil e 
(tower (power to p ro tect the health safety and welfare 
of the popu la tion) to deprive em ployees and em ployers 
of then right to enter freely in to  t ontrac t and in so do ing 
vio lated the 14th Am endm ent of the U S C onstitu tion  
whn h says that a state t annot deprive any p i'isnn  of 
life liberty  or p roperty w ithou t due proc ess of law 
By tfie  5th Am endm ent the due proc ess c lause also 
applies to the U S Congtess

The m ,i|on ty op in ion  in Lot finer fias not survived 
Sine e the m id 1930 s the c ou rts  have approved state 
and federal legislation that res,ne ts the econom ic liber 
ties o f individuals in a variety o l ways Such legislation 
includes, but is not lim ited to enactm ents tha t regulate 
wages and pot es tfi.it lim it w ork ing  hours tha, resine t 
en try in to  certain businesses and occupations, ttia t pre 
vent the sale of certain goods or service to foreigners 
that p roh ib it fore ign investm ents in certain countries 
that force farmers to lim it produc lio n  that restnc , the 
use o f real property, and that take the private pro 
perly  o f some individuals in order to convey it to  other 
individuals

Challenges to such legislation have com e to naught 
because the courts  have in terpre ted generously the 
police power of the states and the constitu tiona l power 
o f Congress to regulate in tersta te and foreign corn 
m erce In m ost instances the courts w ill not substi 
to te  their lodgem ent for that of a legislative body it 
is enough for a state or local governm ent sim ply to de 
Clare that a law is in the interest of the health and wel 
fare o f its citizens, or for Congress to  assert that an 
activ ity  a ffects in tersta te or fore ign com m erce, for tfie  
law to pass constitu tiona l muster

Governm ent in terferences w ith  or deprivations o f 
individual econom ic liberties are at odds w ith  the no tion 
o f a free m arket econom y But m odern courts  have 
fo llow ed the lead o f Justice  Oliver W endell Holm es in 
his dissent in the Lochner case when he declared that 
the C onstitu tion  was not in tended to  em body a parti 
cular econom ic theory, whether o f paternalism  and the 
organic relation of the indiv idual to  the state, or o f lais 
sezfaire W ith  due respect for the great Holmes. I beg 
to  disagree

British econom ic regulation o f the colon ies was in 
large measure the cause o f the Am erican revo lu tion 
M oreover, the C onstitu tion  was w ritten  in an intellec 
tual atm osphere charged w ith  the free m arket ideas ot 
Adam s Sm ith s "W ea lth  o f N a tion s", published in ,776 
The C onstitu tion  was designed to lim it the govern 
m ent's  power over the people and to avoid concentra

lion  of power by dispersing it over the Presidency, the
Congress and the Courts

The provisions o f the C onstitu tion  that bear m ost 
d irectly  upon economic liberties are in Artic le  1 Sec 
lion  9 and 10 that p roh ib it Congress and the states from  
passing ex post fac to  laws in Artic le  1, Section 10 tha, 
p roh ib its  s ta te s  from  passing any "  aw im paring the 
ob ligation of contrast in the Fourth A m endm ent, 
w h ich  lim its  governm enta l searc ties and seizures, in the 
due process clauses of the F ifth and Fourteenth 
A m endm ents and in the F ifth Am endm ent w h ich ex 
pin illy  p roh ib its  governm ent taking of private property 
for public use w ithou t jus, com pensation

Firs, Am endm ent prohibitions against governm ent 
abridging freedom  o f speech and the press, or o f the 
right of people to peaceably assemble and pe tition  the 
governm ent for redress o, grievances, are as im portant 
for ei onom ic as for politic ,il freedom s Taken together 
w ith  the exp lii it references to property rights and w ith  
the general fram ew ork of governm ent set fo rth  in the 
C onstitu tion  it is hard to believe that its w rite rs had 
any o th e r  vision than a f r e e  society and free econom y 
in w h it h individuals are free to associate, con tract and 
use their p roperty law fu lly  w ith in  the fram ework of a 
lim ited governm ent

This libertarian vision has no, been fu lfilled Legis 
lators backed by court decisions, have authorized mas 
sive in trusions in to  private econom ic affairs and have 
deprived private indiv iduals o f their p roperty and their 
freedom  to  con tract Docum enting the process by 
w h ich  this state o, affa irs has com e atiou, w ould take 
far m ore space than is available hen? The bo ttom  line, 
however, is that we have in fact bu t no, in words, a 
far d iffe rent C onstitu tion  than we had 200, 100, or even 
50 years ago

Regulation has by no means destroyed econom ic 
freedom s in the United States Free and com petitive  
m arkets exist in many p roducts and services The im 
portance o f such m arkets for our econom ic develop 
men, is shown by the explosive g ro w th  o f high tech 
industries and the rapid expansion of air travel and 
financial services tha, has resulted from  deregulation 
M oreover the spur o f fore ign com petition  is forc ing 
many o f our trad itional industries to modernize

The practical question facing the nation is whether 
governm ent w ill use the  powers it has been given by 
the cou rts  to  further im pede our econom ic freedom s or. 
instead, to refrain from  using those powers in order to 
con tinue w ith  the process o f deregulation tha, has be 
gun under Presidents Carter and Reagan

Siegel is professor of econom ics at the University of 
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