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Local Activist Returns From Attending
East Coast Conferences

Avel G oid ly. a local so i idl and civil rights at tiv ist ha ust returned tro r  
a ,7  day stay on the East Coast During her stay Goidly a ttended the 
Funding Exchange Board m eeting and the Am erican C, n m ittee  on A frica 
conference in New York City; the National Free South A frica  M ovem ent 
conference and The Call to Conscience National S teering Co' m ittee  meet 
mg in W ashington, D C ; and visited the national headquarters of the Ame 
rican Friends Service Com m ittee in Philadelphia Gordly is D irector o f the 
S ou th i " A frica Program for the Am erican Friends Service Com m ittee

G ordly attended the Funding Exchange board m eeting as a represent.! 
tive o f the McKenzie River Gathering Foundation of Oregon. She «  a board 
member of the Funding Exchange The Funding Exchange consists of 
several founda tions tha t fund organizations w h ich  work for social changes 
Gordly said her interest " is  to help board m em bers gain a better understan 
ding of Southern A frican  issues and issues Black people are concerned 
about "  She said another reason fo r a ttending the m eeting was to make 
sure the concerns o f the McKenzie River Gathering are made know n to  the 
board

Gordly said The Call to  Conscience Steering Com m ittee m eeting, of 
w h ich  she is co chair, was held to give anti apartheid organ izations from  
across the  U S an op po rtun ity  to network and share in fo rm a tion  ” 1 to ld 
com m ittee  partic ipants at the conference about the activ ities tha t are oc 
curring in Oregon in regard to divestm ent During the conference, every 
one is updated about anti iparthe id  activ ities around the c o u n try ,”  Gordly 
said

The Call to  Conscience ICTCI netw ork is a response and action  network 
made up of people in 44 states, along w ith  eleven regional coord inators 
Gordly is the Regional Coordinator for the Pacific N orthw est CTC mem 
tiers a ttem pt to change the United States governm ent, its ins titu tions and 
its corpora tions from  do ing business in South A frica  A cting  on m oral and 
religious values, individuals and organizations use non v io lent protest to 
challenge policies tha t strengthen apartheid

A ccord ing to Gordly, the concept o f CTC started during a visit to Leso 
tho. Sou th  A frica, in the summer o f 1985 "W h ile  in South A frica, myself 
and four others were return ing from  vis iting some youngsters liv ing in a 
refugee camp. A fte r fleeing from  Port Elizabeth, they let us know  that they 
were aware of the role A frican Am ericans were playing in the m ovem ent 
them, abuut u ivestinent, anu sanctions in e y  asked us to com e back and 
work hard to  bring about sanctions Gordly said that later tha t evening 
after leaving the youths, the group discussed ways in w h ich  they could 
help them  The group came up w ith  the concept of Call to  Conscience

Besides being in 44 states, over 200 organizations endorse the CTC
She said one of the th ings tha t came out o f the CTC m eeting was a pro 

posal by a representative o f the Philadelphia CTC o , their plan for mass 
action in Ju ly during the 200th anniversary o f the na tion ’s independence 
"T he y  plan to  lay dow n 3000 people in Independence Square to  symbolize 
the num ber of people w ho have been killed in South A frica since 1984 
Gordly said

W hile at the Am erican Com m ittee on A frica  conference Gordly attended 
a reception honoring Oliver R Tambo, president o f the A frican National 
Conference IANC) The ANC is the ma|or anti apartheid group in South 
A frica It was form ed in 1912 Entertainer Harry Belafonte served as host 
and master o f ceremonies of the event L ittle  S teven Van Gandt, the per 
son w ho  organized the Sun City A lbum  protect, was present also

Gordly said, during the cerem ony. Tambo was presented w ith  a $110,000 
check w h ich  represented the artists ' royalties from  the Sun City album 
She said, in addition to  this. Tam bo was given a check for $16,000 from  
individuals and organizations as con tribu tions

She said Tambo was very gra te fu l not on ly to the Am erican Com m ittee 
on A frica, but also to  the Am erican people for pressing for sanctions He 
said, "T he re  is now  ligh t at the end of the tunnel "  The Am erican Com m it 
tee on A frica, founded in 1953, grew  ou t of e ffo rts  to  support the "D efiance 
of Uniust Law s" cam paign waged by people o f South A frica  under the 
leadership o f the ANC

Avel G ordly Social and Civil Rights activ ist Photo  by R ichard J Brow n

Next Gordly a ttended the free  South A fm  a M ovem ent organizer meet 
mg m W ash ing ton D C The m eeting took place .it the church of Con 
gressman W alter E Fauntroy There were 50 organizers from  19 < ities 
W hat we did at that m eeting was to go through an agenda that covered 
seveial th ings W e had a po litica l overview  we ta lked about m obiliz ing 
cam paigns against South A frican  s region,il way against fron tline  states, 
strategies for ending aid to UNI TA le tie ls w ho are try ing  to  ove rth row  tfie 
governm ent of Angola preventing aid to  M N R IR FN A M O  in M ozam bique 
and build ing support for the libera tion o f Namibia said Gordly

Gordly said one of the strategies is to get com panies w ho  divest from  
South A frica  to reinvest here in the United States and in the fron tline  states 
o, South A frica She said during the organiz ing m eeting, the group cnti 
cized the current sanctions Tambo said tha t, on tfie  one hand, we can 
call it a vu lo ry  given tfie  pressure that was pu t on the Congress and tfie 
Reagan adm in istra tion by the Am erican people s calling for sanctions It's  
still a lim ited v ic tory she said Gordly said the sanctions are weak and 
that com prehensive and m andatory sanctions are needed

Gordly visited tfie  national headquarters o f the Am erican Friends Service 
Com m ittee in Philadelphia during tier East Coast sw ing W hile in Philadel 
plea Gordly addressed the national s taff m eeting and gave them  an update

on tfie  Call to  C onscience S teering C om m ittee  m eeting and an upda te  o, 
the ,n tiv ities that are occu rring  in Oregon " I  in fo rm ed them  about tfie  up 
com ing divestm ent hill tha t w ill be in troduced to  tfie  O regon leg is la tu re  
by Distm  t 18 Representative M argaret Carter "

Carter lias drafted a d ivestm ent bill that is m odeled after tfie  California 
legislation wlm h is (tie strongest d ivestm ent full in tfie coun try  Gordly 
said some of tfie  language in the bill is from  Carter's orig inal full that was 
vetoed by former Gov Vic A tiye fi She said a lthough she is certain tha t a 
divestm ent full w ill fie passed during th is session of the Legislature, she 
i au tions supporters of tfie  d ivestm en t full A ltho ug h  Gov G oldschm idt 
says fie w ill s ig n  a divestm ent full and there is enthusiasm  in bo th  tfie House 
and the Seriate to pass d ivestm ent legislation, we really can 't take anything 
for granted until tfie  full we w ant is signed U ntil th is occurs tfie  pressure 
m ust be kept

Gordly said it 's  im pressive that G oldschm idt says fie w ill sign a divest 
merit lull Hut on tfie  o ther hand, he made prom ises to the Black Leader 
ship Confereni e and hasn 't kept them She said the question is w hether 
tfie  divestm ent full w ill fie  the same I. gislation dra fted fry Rep Carter once 
it ’s signed

Gordly praised Rep Carter's e ffo rts  in re in troduc ing a d ivestm ent bill

At a dinner celebrating the 20th anniversary of the hiring of 50 Black longshoremen. Sandy Harris, calling 
for unity, warned. "Do not get too com fortable, because Black longshoremen in Oregon are an endan 
gered species’. A fter tw enty years, there are only 34 of us le ft."  Other speakers at the dinner were Booker 
Gibson and Ron Herndon. The dinner was held at the Ramada Inn Sat . Feb 7 Photo by Richard J Brown

United Way 
Recognizes 
Volunteer 
Nick Barnett

Northeast Portland resident Nick 
Barnett was recognized for his out 
standing service as a United Way 
volunteer at the organization’s an 
nual "Night of the Stars" Awards 
Dinner last week

Barnett received praise in particu 
lar for his leadership of United 
Way's Admissions and Terminä 
tions Committee in 1985 86

"In his role as chairman of the 
committee. Nick led a creative do 
osion making process that allowed 
more agency admissions than over 
before and at a time when United 
Way had fewer resources," said 
Jonathan Nicholas, columnist for 
The Oregonian and presenter of 
the award.

"United Way thanks Nick Barnett 
for this and his many other volun 
tary contributions throughout the 
years,” Nicholas added

Barnett has also served as a mem 
ber of United Way's Board of Direc 
tors and Executive Committee, as

Nick Barnett IR I receives award for outstanding volunteer service 
at United Way s recent Awards Dinner Presenting the award is 
Jonathan Nicholas, columnist for The Oregonian

chairman of the Neighborhood Al 
locations Panel, and in various other 
volunteer capacities He works as

admissions coordinator at Portland 
Community College’s Cascade 
Campus.


