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Dr Dapo S o b o m e h in -' Racial intolerance and violence is on the increase,"
by Jerry Garner P hoto  by R ichard  J B ro w n

route home from work Two white men were convicted of Reed's 
death A witness of the murder testified in court that the two defen 
dents wanted to "break in" the blade of a new hunting knife with the 
blood of a nigger

• Ramiro Lojiez was gunned dow n in  Cedartown. GA, by an unemploy 
ed white construction worker in 198) His attacker allegedly told the 
Mexican immigrant, "You're the reason I don't have a job."

•  M ichael Donald, a 19 year o ld  Black youth, was killed by tw o  Ku Klux 
Klansmen in M obil, Alabama, in 1981 A fte r k illing Donald, they le ft 
his body hangnrng from  a tree One o f the defendants invo lved in the 
m urder testified tha t Donald was abducted at random  and killed be 
cause he was Black, to "sh o w  Kian strength in A labama Both de 
fendants were found gu ilty  o f m urder, one received a sentence o f life 
in prison, the o ther received a death sentence

• V incent Chin a D etro it man of Chinese descent, was beaten to  death 
w ith  a baseball bat in 1982 by tw o  unem ployed w h ite  auto w orkers 
w ho tho ugh t he was Japanese The tw o  men blam ed Japan for pro 
blems in Am erican auto industry The Chin s case drew national a tten 
tion after the men responsible for this death were conv ic ted in a state 
cou rt but sentences only to  probation The sentences were denoun 
cod by Chinese com m unities and civil rights groups Later, one o f the 
men was conv ic ted in federal court o f v io la ting Chin' c ivil r igh ts But 
a federal appeals cou rt overturned the con v ic tio n  last Septem ber

George Hendrix, the new ly elected president o f the Portland Branch o f 
the National Association tor the Advancem ent o f Colored People (N A A C P I. 
also fau lts  the Reagan adm in istra tion for the rise in racial tension and vio 
lence that is occurring  across the nation

Hendrix said in .i recent in terv iew  w ith  the Portland Observer that "the 
Justir e Departm ent has been do ing things to create a c lim ate  in w h ich 
racial in to le rance  can occur He said w hat happened in H ow ard  Beach 
w .is  an exa m p le  o f the rai tai tension that lurks |u * t be low  the surface 
th roughou t the country

The recent racial a ttack upon three Black men tn How ard Beach New 
York, try a gang of w h ite  youths, that resulted in the death of one o f the 
men, is an exam ple o f the rise o f racial violence tha t is occurring across the 
country says Dr Dapo Sbom ehin, a hum an relations specialist w ith  the 
M etroppo litan  Human Relations Com m ission. In m y op in ion , from  my 
observation and from  the cases that com e to my desk as a hum ,in relations 
specialist, I w ou ld  say racial in to lerance and vio lence is on the increase 
said Dr Sobom ehin

He a ttribu tes some o f the increase on the words and ac tio n * o f public- 
o ffic ia ls  " I t  s tarts at the top  w hen A tto rn e y  General Ed Meese open ly 
figh ts against a ffirm ative  action  W hile  opposition  to a ffirm ative  action ta n  
be portrayed as an e ffo rt to  create a color b lind society, when translated 
in to the reality o f a race conscious w orld , it conveys an a ttitude  that the 
current problem s o f m inorities to act those hostilities out Espei tally when 
the social and econom ic policies o f the governm ent are placing m ore and 
more o f the m inority  popu la tion  in to  econom ic hardship As always when 
the go ing  gets tough, as a scapegoat is sough t, and for m any the targets 
are those m inorities w ho, w ith  a ffirm ative  action, are taking scarce |obs, 
said Dr Sobom ehin

Dr. Sobom ehin said even those w ith  scarce jobsr appear fn  teke th is  
insensitiv ity and then hos tility  to heart "A lthough no one r an say what 
exactly m otiva tes them , I have received tw o  reports recently of school tea 
chers acting  aggressively against A frican Am erican students One student 
was strapped to the blackboard and another was slapped in the far e

Furtherm ore, he said the atm osphere created du ring  the last six years of 
the Reagan adm in is tra tion  give no am ple cause to  ponder on w hat is tie 
r om ing of th is society and the strides we have made in civil r igh ts and im 
(Moved hum an relations

Dr Sobom ehin said the u ltim ate question is where do we go from  here? 
Do we take purposefu l action to reverse th is dangerous trend, or do we sit 

back and observe, w a iting  until the s itua tion  worsens, rots and <!••< ays in to
w ide spread violence? Does h istory indeed have to repeat its e lf ’

Dr Sobom ehin said he is extrem ely concerned about the A tm  an 
Am ericans in this society "F or the past 300 years they have not yet tasted 
the fu ll blessing o f th is  s o c ie ty . 'th e  land o f the free ' W hen if ever do they 
becom e free?"

Despite denials by the U S Justice  Departm ent Civil R ights D ivision 
violent e spawned b igo try  and prejudice is not disappearing in the Uniter) 
States Last Septem ber, the National Institu te  Against Pre|udir e and V,o 
lent e to ld  a ga thering o f law enforcem ent, hum an righ ts  and com m unity  
leaders at a conference in Crystal C ity VA that "a c ts  of ra< ism on ttie  in 
crease, may in fat t be m ore viru lent and destructive than once though t

The Ins titu te  based in Baltim ore, was estatilished in 1983 and re< eives 
funding from  the state o f M aryland The organ ization has been studying 
racial and relig ious vio lence across the nation Contrary to popular belief 
incident o f racial and ethn ic vio lence results in far m ore physical and emo 
tional harm than the pub lic  assumes A p ilo t study by the Ins titu te  found 
that one 'o u rth  o f the a< is o f in tim ida tion  based on race or ethnir origins 
are physical assaults against individuals Here are exam ples of such physi 
cal assaults w h ich  are occu rring  na tionw ide

• S tanley H Reed, a Blai k security guard, w ho was m arried and the 
fa ttier of a small child, was stabbed to death tiy a w h ite  man in Port 
land, O regon, as he rode his bike along Northeast Union Avenue in

Tips For Expectant Parents
Prepared Childbirth Association will offer a one night program of tips for 

expectant parents on Thursday, January 27, 1987, from 7:00 to 9:00 p m. 
in Conference Room 3 of St. Vincent Hospital, 9205 S W Barnes Road, 
Portland Topics include newborn care, purchasing practical clothing, 
equipping a nursery on a budget, and choosing a doctor for your family 
The instructor is Glenda Peterson, R N , a former public health nurse Cost 
is $5 00 per family, and preregistration is required Call PCA at 245 3196 by 
January 23rd to enroll

Stop — Look — Read
The New Partnership in M ental Health: Families, Professionals and the 

Patient is a w orkshop sponsored by Delaunay M enta l Health Center on 
February 12. 13, 1987 The first day is a survival skills w orkshop for fam ilies 
in w h ich  current undertandm gs of schizophrenia and its treatm ent are pre 
sented Professionals w ill a ttend bo th  days for a w orkshop o f psychoedu 
cational approaches to w ork ing  w ith  fam ilies The w orkshop leader is Jan 
Larson, M S W , D irector, Family Education and Support Program, the Men 
ninger Foundation, Topeka. Kansas For reg istration in fo rm ation , call De 
launay M enta l Health Center, 285 9871 Delaunay is pleased to  offer this 
w orkshop during its 25th year o f serving the com m un ity

Veteran s Benefits & Concerns
David Collier and representatives from a variety of Veteran orgamza 

Hons will be available to hear your concerns and questions at a meeting to 
tie held Wednesday, February 4, from 7 until 9 00 p m. at Sunnyside Com 
munity School. 3421 S E Salmon

Refreshm ents w ill be provided Male and female vets are w e lcom e For 
m ore in fo rm ation , con tac t Bob M orris, 280 6228
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